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EDGAR ALLAN POE SIGNED CHECKS ARE RARE AND VALUABLE. IN THE
past twenty years only a few of his checks have surfaced in the autograph market-

place. When they do, they command great interest and premium prices. 
The desirability of Edgar Allan Poe-signed checks has much to do with Poe's

intriguing mystique and elevated status in American literature. The high value placed
on his signed letters and documents has encouraged many forgeries to appear in auc-
tions and dealer catalogs. Poe's authentic checks bear the signature "Edgar A. Poe."
Poe preferred this form of his signature on checks and other forms of financial docu-
ments and most of his letters. Only rarely did Poe sign his name as "E.A. Poe" or
"Edgar Allan Poe." Virtually any check bearing Poe's signature with his middle signa-
ture spelled "Allen" is an obvious forgery. 

Several Edgar Allan Poe-signed checks that are either partly printed or com-
posed entirely in Poe's handwriting are known to exist. Most of the checks written by
Poe were directed as payments to Harnden and Company. Harnden and Company
had headquarters at 8 Court Street in Boston, Massachusetts. The Harnden express
company was founded by William F. Harnden, who, like Poe, died at an early age.
Poe sent his literary works through Harnden and Company. Poe wrote checks that
directed his agents to pay Harnden and Company for their services. 

A partially mutilated manuscript check written by Edgar Allan Poe and dated
June 12, 1846, is maintained in the Poe archives of the New York Public Library. This
check is written to L.A. Godley and requests that he pay Harnden and Company.
Louis Antoine Godley was a bookseller and agent for Edgar Allan Poe who published
a series of articles by Poe entitled "The Literati of New York City." Godley was also a
staunch defender against Poe's critics and detractors. 

A check Poe wrote and signed "E.A. Poe" is maintained in the Boston
Library. This check is dated January 15, 1846, and is made out to John McDougall,
Esq. as agent to pay Harnden and Company the amount of $25.00. This check has
paper loss that excises the last five letters of the name "McDougall" from his endorse-
ment on the reverse of the check. 

Poe wrote another manuscript check dated May 14, 1846, instructing his
publisher and agent, L.A. Godley, Esq., to pay thirty dollars to Harnden Co. This
check has cancellation marks that obscure Poe's signature, making it one of the least

Above: Handwritten check
dated December 20, 1845,
directing George R(ex) Graham
(1813-1894) to pay Harnden &
Company the sum of fifty dol-
lars. Edgar Allan Poe once
worked as an editor and writer
for Graham. Graham’s
Magazine was the first to pub-
lish many of Poe’s distinctive
works. 
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attractive of checks written by Poe. This Edgar Allan Poe-signed check was sold in
2001 at Sotheby's auction house for $8,400, and sold again in 2012 at another auction
house for $65,959.

A magnificent manuscript Edgar Allan Poe autographed check is shown on
the website http://www.famous-celebrity-autographs.com/. This check is marked
"New York, December 20, 1845," and is made out to George R. Graham. This hand-
written check by Edgar Allan Poe and signed "Edgar A. Poe," directs Graham to pay
Harnden & Co. the amount of $50.00. This particular check is considered by many
experts as the most desirable Poe check in existence because Poe's distinctive signature
is unblemished, except for a barely noticeable fold that runs through the first letter of
his signature.

The archives of the University of Virginia Library has a wonderful partly-
printed promissory note signed "E.A. Poe." Poe's promissory note states, "On
Demand I promise to pay to Danl. S. Mosby & Co. or order Forty one Dollars and
thirty six cents, current money of Virginia, for value received -- As witness my hand
and seal this day 14 day of December 1826." This document is in excellent condition
and has a vertical fold near the center that does not affect Poe's bold signature. 

Several checks endorsed by Poe are also known to exist. A nice example is
archived in the Colonel Richard A. Gimbel Collection of Edgar Allan Poe at the Free
Library of Philadelphia in Pennsylvania. The partly printed check dated August 17,
1845, is written by W. Meredith to "E. Poe" for $300.00. This check is drawn on
Schuykill Bank, Philadelphia, and is endorsed by Poe on the back of the check.

Edgar Allan Poe has an enduring legacy in the annals of American literature.
Poe's signed checks will “forever more” be coveted by his admirers and future genera-
tions of autograph collectors.

Note:  This article was derived from The Complete Guide to Check Collecting, pub-
lished by Prospect Park Books, http://store.ProspectParkMedia.com.  During prepa-
ration of this volume, Mr. Reynard was recipient of SPMC’s George W. Wait
Memorial Award for research leading to the publication of a significant book-length
project on paper money, banking, finance or related fields.                                          �

Fred:
Just a quick note to let our hobby know that I have surfaced a very rare South Carolina Obsolete note.

Attached is a scan of the "Bank of Charleston" $50. note in regular business print. Haxby lists the note as SENC, but
since his book were published 20 years or so ago, I know of one that resides in a prominent South Carolina collection.

It's things like this that makes our wonderful hobby even more exciting!  By the way, this note has found a
home in another large South Carolina collection.

Robert Gill

––––––––––––

Note: Robert, this looks
like Sheheen-84 to me.
According to Austin, S-84
is a Rarity 7.  I sent the
image to friend Austin
and he confirmed it.  R-7
in the terminology of his
fine book, South Carolina
Obsolete Notes and Scrip,
is estimated as 2-4 known. 

-- Editor �

Reader reports rare Bank of Charleston note
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