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The account below is taken from the History of Racine County (1916):

THE NORTHROP FAMILY
The Northrop family traces their ancestry from the Northrops and

Booths of Yorkshire and Kent counties, England, who emigrated to America in
1637, settling in Fairfield county, Connecticut, where many of their descendents
still reside. Doctor Booth Northrop married Miss Huldah Shepard, October 15,
1812, at Newtown, Connecticut, and began to practice medicine at Galway,
Saratoga County, New York. To them were born three daughters and three sons.
Two sons, the subjects of this narrative, located in Racine – George Chester
Northrop and Byron Booth Northrop. Their older brother, Rev. Henry Horatio
Northrop, was a Presbyterian clergyman, serving important parishes in the state of
Michigan. He was regent of the State University. He died at Flint, Michigan,
February 26, 1905, in his ninety-first year.

George Chester Northrop, born April 6, 1818, a lawyer by profession,
came to Racine county in 1849, stopping for a time at Rochester, Wisconsin, then
moving to Racine. He became a member of the Racine county bar. In 1854, join-
ing with Horatio B. Munroe, Reuben M. Norton and Henry S. Durand, he orga-
nized the Racine County Bank, and was cashier and manager for several years. He
was then twice honored by his fellow citizens with the office of mayor, being elect-
ed by large majorities in 1861 and 1863. In the fall of 1864, he was elected to the
state legislature and lacked only a few votes of being chosen speaker of the assem-
bly. For one year he served the city as superintendent of the public schools, when
his health began to fail and his earthly life closed July 15, 1874, leaving an only
daughter, Sarah, now the wife of Will R. Banks of Lamar, Missouri. Their chil-
dren are Northrop Banks and Mary Booth Banks.

Byron Booth Northrop was born October 2, 1830, at Galway, Saratoga
County, New York. He was educated at Yates Academy in Orleans County New
York and Westcott Academy at Homer, Michigan. In 1847 he entered the
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, taking the classical course and graduated
with the class of 1855. The degree of A.M. was conferred upon him in 1877. For
several years he was in the employ of A. S. Barnes & Company, publishers, New
York City, as general agent for Michigan and Wisconsin, introducing their school
text books to the public and private schools of those states. During his sales trav-
els, much by rail, he found that Weyauwega, Wisconsin, did not have a bank and
convinced his brother that an opportunity was at hand in that community. At age
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28 this was his beginning of what was to be a half century career in the banking
business. In 1858, he along with his brother George established the first bank in
Weyauwega, Waupaca County, Wisconsin, being a bank of issue called the Bank
of Weyauwega. However, in late 1859, he disposed of this business, came to
Racine and again, along with his brother George established the bank of B. B.

Northrop & Company. This bank continued in successful business for
twelve years, when along with the Bank of Racine, Henry J. Ullman,

president they merged to form the Manufacturers National Bank
of Racine, Charter #1802 in March, 1871. Mr. Ullman was

elected vice president and B. B. Northrop, cashier. Mr.
Jerome I. Case, was elected president. Mr. Northrop was
annually re-elected for the next 37 years at which time, his
hearing becoming sadly impaired, he retired in January
1908.

On January 20, 1863, Byron Booth Northrop and
Miss Alice Theresa Porter, the youngest daughter of the late

Allen Porter, formerly of Hartford, Connecticut, were united
in marriage in the First Presbyterian Church of Racine by the

pastor, Rev. Charles J. Hutchins. (Andrew Parsons and Miss
Martha Giles were married at the same time in a double wedding

ceremony.) This union was blessed with two sons and one daughter.
Their sons, Allen Booth Northrop and George Porter Northrop are conducting
the W. A. Porter Furniture Company, which was established by their uncle
William Allen Porter. The daughter, May was married May 21, 1891, to Philip
Mayer Wackerhagen by Rev. Henry H. Northrop, of Flint, Michigan. To them
were born a daughter, Alice and a son, Edward, both named after grandparents.
Alice is a graduate of Vassar College and Edward is in his second year in the
Racine High School. Their father, Philip M. Wackerhagen, associated with the J.
I. Case Threshing Machine Company, passed away December 10, 1915, from
Myocarditis. The family continues to reside at 1211 Main Street, which is the site
of the Porter homestead, where grandmother played when a child six years old.
The native burr oak trees still casting their benign shadows over the place as in
the earliest days when Racine was a wilderness.

This narrative would be incomplete without mention that B. B. Northrop
was in 1877 a delegate to the Republican state convention at Madison and was
placed upon the important committee on resolutions. In 1878 he was elected a
school commissioner from the second ward, and was by the board of education
chosen as its president. In 1885 he was elected an alderman from the second ward
and appointed by the mayor, Hon. Joseph Miller, chairman of the finance com-
mittee of the city council. He also served during his term of two years on three
most important committees of the council, viz: revision of the city charter, lake
shore protection and city water works. In 1887, he was nominated school commis-
sioner from the second ward by Hon. D. A. Olin, mayor, confirmed by the council
and by the board of education elected president. He was reappointed and re-elected,
holding the office of president for four years. During these years, Hon. Horatio G.
Winslow, a man of learning and distinguished ability, was superintendent of the public
schools and the cause of popular education was decidedly advanced.

In conclusion, it can be safely said that in every effort made to promote
the welfare of the city, Mr. B. B. Northrop has loyally endeavored to lend a help-
ing hand. In church work, in Young Men’s Christian Association work. in charita-
ble endeavor and all kindred efforts he has sought to do his duty. And now, after
an active and strenuous life, as an octogenarian (1916) he is enjoying a quiet and
hopeful life in his commodious home at 845 Main Street.

Mr. B. B. Northrop passed away at his home in 1920 at the age of ninety
years. The Porter Furniture Company closed in 2010 after more than 150 years in
business.                                                                                                                    v
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