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ILOVE CONFEDERATE NOTES THAT PEOPLE ACTUALLY HANDLED
in the war and who left stories on the notes.  This article is about one such
note with contemporary graffiti from a union soldier.  The soldier wrote on
the note at the very end of the Civil War. Using the internet it is possible to

gather much information on this person —more than you might at first imagine.
In the Heritage Auctions, Inc. internet paper money auction of May 6,

2007, was the following description of a very common note as lot 22124:

“T68 $10 1864. A nice penned inscription dated May 9, 1865, by a bugler
in a regiment of New York Volunteers is found on the back of this $10. The
note is crispy with soiling. Fine.”

I gladly bought the note for $45 total on a bid of just $36.  To me it is a
great bargain.  It is literally history in my hands.

Shown above is this fascinating Type-68 Confederate $10 note:  On its
back across the bottom is handwritten in ink: 

Chas Hisgen Chief Bugler 43rd Regt N.Y.S.Vols
3th(sic) Brig 2nd Div  6th army Corps

On the right side vertically is written in the same pen:

Danville Va.
9th May. 1865.

A Confederate Note that Tells a Good Story
By Steve Feller
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This is wonderful detail.  As you will shortly see it is impressive what was
learned about this note using the internet and a little sleuthing.

From: http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/regiments.cfm, a U.S. government
website on the Civil War, we learn about Charles Hisgen: 

Charles Hisgen Regiment Name 43 N.Y. Infantry Side Union
Company A Soldier's Rank_In Pvt. Soldier's Rank_Out Chief Bugler 

Also we can use the online roster of his unit compiled by the New York
State Adjutant General Office. This was part of a set of 43 volumes published
between 1893 and 1905. Their official titles are Annual Report of the Adjutant-
General of the State of New York for the Year ... : Registers of the [units numbers].
Here then is the entry for Charles Hisgen:

HISGEN, CHARLES.—Age, 19 years. Enlisted, August 3, 1861, at
Albany, to serve three years; mustered in as private, Co. A, August 25,
1861; appointed musician, no date; re-enlisted as a veteran, December
24, 1863; appointed chief musician, February 12, 1864; mustered out
with non-commissioned staff, June 27, 1865, at Washington, D. C

Thus the U.S. and N.Y. governmental civil war records match the infor-
mation on the note. The census of 1880 (found for free at ancestry.com) provides
some further interesting biographical information: 

Charles HISGEN   Male  Birth Year  1843   Birthplace PRUSSIA
Age 37 Occupation Painter   Marital Status  Married Race White
Father's Birthplace PRUSSIA Mother's Birthplace PRUSSIA
Census Place Hopkinsville, Christian, Kentucky
(Source:http://www.familysearch.org /Eng/Search/Census/individ-
ual_record.asp?indi_code=1880US_13480962_0&lds=5&region=0&re
gionfriendly=1880+US+Census&frompage=99)

From this we can deduce that Charles was about 17 to 19 when he
entered the army and 21 to 23 when he penned his words on the note.

However, further biographical information was found online in Google
Books from a scanned copy of History of Kentucky, Volume 4 by William Elsey
Connelley, Ellis Merton Coulter  published in 1922:

C. H. Hisgen was born at Leipzig, Germany, in 1844, and died at
Hopkinsville in 1917. When he was seventeen years old he came to
the United States, and upon landing, enlisted, as did so many of his
countrymen at that time, in the Union army and fought during the
war between the North and the South, serving as a bugler. After the
close of the war he came as far west as Evansville, Indiana, and there
he made practical use of the artistic talents he inherited from his
father and became a painter and decorator, specializing in frescoing. A
good business man, he succeeded, and invested some of his earnings
in a steamboat enterprise. About 1864 he moved to Hopkinsville to
decorate the new buildings for the State Asylum for the Insane, and
continued to follow his trade as a painter and decorator, becoming the
leading man in his line. First a democrat, he later became a republi-
can. The Presbyterian Church held his membership, and he was a
zealous member of Hopkinsville Lodge No. 37, A. F. & A. M. C. H.
Hisgen married Emma Balsover, of English parentage, who survives
him and lives at Hopkinsville. She was born at Evansville, Indiana.
Their children were as follows: C. W., who is the eldest; Florence,
who married Flavius Turner, an oil operator of Houston, Texas;
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Victor Hugo, who is a painter and paper hanger and proprietor of
Saint Charles Court, the leading apartment house of Hopkinsville,
resides in this city; Q. L., who is in partnership with C. W., lives at
Hopkinsville; Alberta, who married R. S. Ambrose, a lumber dealer of
Hopkinsville; and John, who is a photographer of Valparaiso, Indiana.

Note the small inconsistency with Hisgen’s birth year.  This report gives
us 1844 which leads to his enlistment at age 16 or 17.  Thus the various biograph-
ical sources confuse his age of enlistment from 16-19 and consequently his age
when the war ended at 20 to 23.

The official online record of the 43rd Regiment Infantry “Albany And
Yates' Rifles" is a detailed cross section of the Eastern aspect of the Civil War
itself and is as follows:

Organized at Albany, N.Y., August and September, 1861. Left State
for Washington, D.C., September 21, 1861. Attached to Hancock's
Brigade, W. F. Smith's Division, Army of the Potomac, to March,
1862. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 4th Army Corps, Army of the
Potomac, to May, 1862. 1st Brigade, 2nd Division, 6th Army Corps,
to February, 1863. Light Division, 6th Army Corps, to May, 1863.
3rd Brigade, 2nd Division, 6th Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, to
July, 1864, Army of the Shenandoah to December, 1864, and Army of
the Potomac to June, 1865.
• SERVICE.--Duty in the Defenses of Washington, D. C., until
March, 1862. Expedition to Vienna and Flint Hill February 22, 1862.
Advance on Manassas, Va., March 10-15. Moved to Alexandria March
16, thence to Fortress Monroe, Va. Advance on Yorktown April 4-5.
Siege of Yorktown April 5-May 4. Lee's Mills April 16.
Reconnaissance toward Lee's Mills April 28. Battle of Williamsburg
May 5. Duty at White House until May 18. Picket duty near
Richmond until June. Seven days before Richmond June 25-July 1.
Garnett's Farm June 27. Garnett's and Golding's Farms June 28,
White Oak Swamp June 30. Malvern Hill July 1. At Harrison's
Landing until August 16. Movement to Fortress Monroe, thence to
Centreville August 16-28. In works at Centreville August 28-31, and
cover Pope's retreat to Fairfax Court House September 1. Maryland
Campaign September 6-22. Sugar Loaf Mountain September 10-11.
Crampton's Gap, South Mountain, September 14. Battle of Antietam
September 16-17. Duty at Hagerstown, Md., until October 30.
Movement to Falmouth, Va., October 30-November 19. Battle of
Fredericksburg, Va.. December 12-15. "Mud March" January 20-24,
1863. At Falmouth until April. Chancellorsville Campaign April 27-
May 6. Operations about Franklin's Crossing April 29-May 2. Battle
of Maryes Heights, Fredericksburg, May 3. Salem Heights May 3-4.
Banks' Ford May 4. Operation at Franklin's Crossing June 5-13.
Battle of Gettysburg, Pa., July 2-4. Pursuit of Lee July 5-24. Duty on
line of the Rappahannock until October. Bristoe Campaign October
9-22. Advance to line of the Rappahannock November 7-8.
Rappahannock Station November 7. Mine Run Campaign November
26-December 2. Duty near Brandy Station until May, 1864.
Campaign from the Rapidan to the James May 3-June 15. Battles of
the Wilderness May 5-7; Spottsylvania May 8-12; Spottsylvania Court
House May 12-21. Assault on the Salient or "Bloody Angle" May 12.
North Anna River May 23-26. On line of the Pamunkey May 26-28.
Totopotomoy May 28-31. Cold Harbor Juno 1-12. Before Petersburg
June 17-18. Siege of Petersburg June 17 to July 6. Jerusalem Plank
Road, Weldon Railroad, June 22-23. Moved to Washington, D.C.,

*July-August 2011 Paper Money  8/9/11  1:30 PM  Page 276



Paper Money • July/August 2011 • Whole No. 274 277

June 6-9. Repulse of Early's attack on Fort Stevens and Northern
Defenses of Washington July 11-12. Pursuit of Early July 14-22.
Sheridan's Shenandoah Valley Campaign August 7-November 28.
Gilbert's Ford, Opequan Creek, September 13. Battle of Winchester
September 19. Fisher's Hill September 22. Battle of Cedar Creek
October 19. Duty in the Shenandoah Valley until December. Moved
to Petersburg December 13-16. Siege of Petersburg December 16,
1864, to April 2, 1865. Fort Fisher, Petersburg, March 25, 1865.
Appomattox Campaign March 28-April 9. Assault on and fall of
Petersburg April 2. Pursuit of Lee April 3-9. Sailor's Creek April 6.
Appomattox Court House April 9. Surrender of Lee and his army.
Moved to Danville, Va., April 23-27, and duty there until May 18.
Moved to Richmond, thence to Washington, D.C., May 18-June 2.
Corps Review June 8. Mustered out June 27, 1865.
Regiment lost during service 13 Officers and 110 Enlisted men killed
and mortally wounded and 1 Officer and 120 Enlisted men by disease,
Total 244.  (Source - A Compendium of the War of the Rebellion by
Frederick H. Dyer)

Note that Hisgen's regiment was, in fact, in Danville, VA on May 9,
1865.  Also from the internet is this marvelous monument at Gettysburg that was
dedicated to the 43rd NY Infantry on September 17, 1889: 

Taken from Final Report on the Battlefield of Gettysburg (“New York at
Gettysburg”) by the New York Monuments Commission for the Battlefields of
Gettysburg and Chattanooga. Albany, NY: J.B. Lyon Company, 1902. 

INSCRIPTIONS

Front - 43D NEW YORK INFANTRY, 3D BRIG. 2D DIV. 6TH
CORPS. ARRIVED ON FIELD 4 P. M., JULY 2, 1863. HELD
THIS POSITION FROM THE MORNING OF JULY 3, UNTIL
CLOSE OF BATTLE. 
Reverse - THE STATE OF NEW YORK ERECTED THIS MON-
UMENT IN HONOR OF THE FORTY-THIRD REG'T NEW
YORK INFANTRY. ORGANIZED AT ALBANY, N. Y. MUS-
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TERED INTO THE U. S. SERVICE SEPT. 22, 1861. SERVED
WITH THE 6TH CORPS, ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,
THROUGHOUT THE WAR. MUSTERED OUT JUNE 27, 1865.
BORE A PART IN THE ENGAGEMENTS OF YORKTOWN,
WLLLIAMSBURG, THE SEVEN DAYS' BATTLE, CRAMP-
TON'S PASS, ANTIETAM, FREDERICKSBURG, MARYE'S
HEIGHTS, SALEM HEIGHTS, GETTYSBURG, RAPPAHAN-
NOCK STATION, MINE RUN, WILDERNESS, SPOTSYLVA-
NIA, NORTH ANNA, TOTOPOTOMOY, COLD HARBOR,
PETERSBURG, 1864, FORT STEVENS, WINCHESTER, FISH-
ER'S HILL, CEDAR CREEK, PETERSBURG, 1865, SAILOR'S
CREEK, APPOMAT-TOX COURT HOUSE. 

Regarding Chief Bugler Hisgen’s duties, I found a site that described them at
http://www.tapsbugler.com/CWbuglers/CivilWarbuglers2.html.  This source
yielded this:

Regulations called for the assignment of field musicians in each compa-
ny and a Principal Musician (Chief Bugler) to be assigned at the regi-
mental level.  The Chief Buglers were responsible for the training,
appearance, and performance of buglers under them. They sounded
calls from headquarters which in turn were echoed by the company
buglers. The Chief Bugler occupied the same position and status as
Drum Major or Principal Musician of a band.  Chief Buglers found life
a little easier than that of regular soldiers. They were exempt from
guard duty and other ordinary duties, but were used as orderlies.” 

Oliver Willcox Norton of the 83rd Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry wrote
home about his duties:

“I thought the subject of bugler was exhausted, but I see you want to
know more about it. I am chief bugler of the brigade. My duties are, in
camp to sound the calls for roll calls, drills, inspections, guard mount-
ing, etc., at regular hours each day; on the march, to attend on the gen-
eral in command and sound the calls to march or halt and rest, strike
tents and form in line, etc. In short to act as mouthpiece for the general.
So much for duties. As to privileges-one, I've nothing to do but bugle;
two, my luggage is carried in the headquarters wagons; three, I get bet-
ter rations than in the regiment, and more of them; four, I get my wood
hauled, and in the regiment the men have to carry all they burn a long
distance. Well, there are four, perhaps that's enough, but I might add
others."

What excellent detail we have learned here. .  Apparently Charles was at
some of the key moments of the war including Antietam and Gettysburg and the
surrender of General Lee!  There is even a hint of intrigue as he went with his unit
to Danvile, VA where the present note was signed—the site of the last capital of the
Confederacy and the launch place of the Confederate Treasure train.  On line I
found this at http://www.losttreasure.com/content/archives/state-treasure-georgia
and it is by Anthony M. Belli From page 39 of the June, 2010 issue of Lost Treasure

After Richmond fell to Union forces, the bulk of the Confederate
treasury was transported to Georgia, where much of it vanished without
a trace.

On April 6, 1865, Jefferson Davis fled Danville, Virginia, with a
Confederate treasure train of five wagons. The value of the treasure was
$777,022. Of that amount, $450,000 was in coin and specie checks from
Richmond banks. The remaining $327,022 consisted of gold and silver
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coins, bullion, donated jewelry, and the floor sweepings from the
Dahlonega mint.Another 39 kegs of Mexican silver dollars weighing
9,000 pounds was also part of the treasury, but evidence indicates the
kegs never left Danville and were buried in a cemetery. Of the gold
loaded onto the treasure train, Davis reportedly arranged for $100,000
of it to be separated and taken to Savannah, where it was to be loaded
onto a ship destined for France as re-payment on a loan.

But on May 24, 1865, the train stopped and set up camp at the
Chennault Crossroads. The land where they camped, and the neigh-
boring Chennault Plantation, was owned by Dionysius Chennault, an
elderly planter and Methodist minister. That night a group of gunmen
robbed the treasure train within 100 yards of the Chennault home. The
loss was reported to be $251,029.

Historic documents indicate bank officials eventually recovered
$111,000 of the treasure. The federal government recovered another
$95,263, which remained in litigation until June 22, 1893. The U.S.
Court of Claims decreed that the claimants on behalf of the defunct
Richmond banks would receive $16, 987. The remaining $78,276
remained the property of the government. The balance of $44,766 in
gold has never been recovered.

The day Chief Bugler Charles Hisgen signed the note was interesting in
that the final Confederate army East of the Mississippi River surrendered and
President Johnson issued an important proclamation. Using the following websites
http://billslater.com/nbf_bye.htm and http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/
ws/index.php?pid=72146  I found:

Headquarters, Forrest's Cavalry Corps 
Gainsville, Alabama

May 9, 1865
SOLDIERS:

By an agreement made between Liet.-Gen. Taylor, commanding
the Department of Alabama. Mississippi, and East Louisiana, and
Major-Gen. Canby, commanding United States forces, the troops of
this department have been surrendered.

I do not think it proper or necessary at this time to refer to causes
which have reduced us to this extremity; nor is it now a matter of mate-
rial consequence to us how such results were brought about. That we
are BEATEN is a self-evident fact, and any further resistence on our
part would justly be regarded as the very height of folly and rashness.

The armies of Generals LEE and JOHNSON having surren-
dered. you are the last of all the troops of the Confederate States Army
east of the Mississippi River to lay down your arms.

The Cause for which you have so long and so manfully struggled,
and for which you have braved dangers, endured privations, and suffer-
ings, and made so many sacrifices, is today hopeless. The government
which we sought to establish and perpetuate, is at an end. Reason dic-
tates and humanity demands that no more blood be shed. Fully realiz-
ing and feeling that such is the case, it is your duty amd mine to lay
down our arms -- submit to the “powers that be” -- and to aid in restor-
ing peace and establishing law and order throughout the land.

The terms upon which you were surrendered are favorable, and
should be satisfactory and acceptable to all. They manifest a spirit of
magnanimity and liberality, on the part of the Federal authorities,
which should be met, on our part, by a faithful compliance with all the
stipulations and conditions therein expressed. As your Commander, I
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sincerely hope that every officer and soldier of my command will cheer-
fully obey the orders given, and carry out in good faith all the terms of
the cartel.

Those who neglect the terms and refuse to be paroled, may
assuredly expect, when arrested, to be sent North and imprisoned. Let
those who are absent from their commands, from whatever cause, report
at once to this place, or to Jackson, Miss.; or, if too remote from either,
to the nearest United States post or garrison, for parole.

Civil war, such as you have just passed through naturally engen-
ders feelings of animosity, hatred, and revenge. It is our duty to divest
ourselves of all such feelings; and as far as it is in our power to do so, to
cultivate friendly feelings towards those with whom we have so long
contended, and heretofore so widely, but honestly, differed.
Neighborhood feuds, personal animosities, and private differences
should be blotted out; and, when you return home, a manly, straightfor-
ward course of conduct will secure the respect of your enemies.
Whatever your responsibilities may be to Government, to society, or to
individuals meet them like men.

The attempt made to establish a separate and independent
Confederation has failed; but the consciousness of having done your
duty faithfully, and to the end, will, in some measure, repay for the
hardships you have undergone. 

In bidding you farewell, rest assured that you carry with you my
best wishes for your future welfare and happiness. Without, in any way,
referring to the merits of the Cause in which we have been engaged,
your courage and determination, as exhibited on many hard-fought
fields, has elicited the respect and admiration of friend and foe. And I
now cheerfully and gratefully acknowledge my indebtedness to the offi-
cers and men of my command whose zeal, fidelity and unflinching brav-
ery have been the great source of my past success in arms.

I have never, on the field of battle, sent you where I was unwilling
to go myself; nor would I now advise you to a course which I felt myself
unwilling to pursue. You have been good soldiers, you can be good citi-
zens. Obey the laws, preserve your honor, and the Government to
which you have surrendered can afford to be, and will be, magnanimous.

N.B. Forrest, Lieut.-General 
Headquarters, Forrest's Cavalry Corps 
Gainesville, Alabama

and
Executive Order - To Reestablish the Authority of the United States
and Execute the Laws Within the Geographical Limits Known as the
State of Virginia
May 9, 1865

Ordered , first. That all acts and proceedings of the political, mili-
tary, and civil organizations which have been in a state of insurrection
and rebellion within the State of Virginia against the authority and laws
of the United States, and of which Jefferson Davis, John Letcher, and
William Smith were late the respective chiefs, are declared null and
void. All persons who shall exercise, claim, pretend, or attempt to exer-
cise any political, military, or civil power, authority, jurisdiction, or
right by, through, or under Jefferson Davis, late of the city of
Richmond, and his confederates, or under John Letcher or William
Smith and their confederates, or under any pretended political, military,
or civil commission or authority issued by them or either of them since
the 17th day of April, 1861, shall be deemed and taken as in rebellion
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against the United States, and shall be dealt with accordingly.
Second. That the Secretary of State proceed to put in force all

laws of the United States the administration whereof belongs to the
Department of State applicable to the geographical limits aforesaid.

Third. That the Secretary of the Treasury proceed without
delay to nominate for appointment assessors of taxes and collectors of
customs and internal revenue and such other officers of the Treasury
Department as are authorized by law, and shall put in execution the
revenue laws of the United States within the geographical limits afore-
said. In making appointments the preference shall be given to quali-
fied loyal persons residing within the districts where their respective
duties are to be performed; but if suitable persons shall not be found
residents of the districts, then persons residing in other States or dis-
tricts shall be appointed.

Fourth. That the Postmaster-General shall proceed to establish
post-offices and post routes and put into execution the postal laws of
the United States within the said State, giving to loyal residents the
preference of appointment; but if suitable persons are not found, then
to appoint agents, etc., from other States.

Fifth. That the district judge of said district proceed to hold
courts within said State in accordance with the provisions of the act of
Congress. The Attorney-General will instruct the proper officers to
libel and bring to judgment, confiscation, and sale property subject to
confiscation, and enforce the administration of justice within said
State in all matters, civil and criminal, within the cognizance and juris-
diction of the Federal courts.

Sixth. That the Secretary of War assign such assistant provost-
marshal-general and such provost-marshals in each district of said
State as he may deem necessary.

Seventh. The Secretary of the Navy will take possession of all
public property belonging to the Navy Department within said geo-
graphical limits and put in operation all acts of Congress in relation to
naval affairs having application to the said State.

Eighth. The Secretary of the Interior will also put in force the
laws relating to the Department of the Interior.

Ninth. That to carry into effect the guaranty by the Federal
Constitution of a republican form of State government and afford the
advantage and security of domestic laws, as well as to complete the
reestablishment of the authority and laws of the United States and the
full and complete restoration of peace within the limits aforesaid,
Francis H. Peirpoint, governor of the State of Virginia, will be aided
by the Federal Government so far as may be necessary in the lawful
measures which he may take for the extension and administration of
the State government throughout the geographical limits of said State.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused
the seal of the United States to be affixed.
ANDREW JOHNSON.
By the President:
W. HUNTER,
Acting Secretary of State.

In summary the internet is a powerful took for doing numismatic
research.  A souvenir inscription done 145 years ago on the most common of all
Confederate notes has led to all of this information reported here!                      v
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