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The Existing Stones and Fragments

When Tom Carson discovered the fragment of the reverse of the $10, T-68
lithographic stone at the Nathaniel Greene Museum in Greeneville Tennessee, he
began to wonder if it was real and if more existed.  The early images were judged to
be genuine with caveats by the expert team.  George Tremmel, the expert on
Confederate Counterfeits, thought the 1864 $10 was not worth counterfeiting that
late in the war, so he tacitly agreed with the others that the stone was genuine. 

Fred Reed was the first to find a reference on a stone in The Numismatic
Scrapbook magazine, Vol. 19, p. 323: “Lithographic Stone Used to Print Confederate
Currency.”  Dennis Schafluetzel contacted RyAnne Scott, Library Manager at the
American Numismatic Library on May 29, 2009, and the next day we had the story.

This new information prompted a web search for the Charlotte Mint
Museum which revealed that the Mint Museum is now an art museum. On June 1,
2009, Tom contacted the museum through its website.  The next day, Andrea Collins
responded that the stone was on loan to the Federal Reserve Bank of Richmond’s
Charlotte Branch (since 1989), but she included a low resolution image. (Our thanks
to Jim Smaragdis and Frank Leon of the Charlotte Branch of the Federal Reserve
Bank of Richmond who were very helpful with the images.)

Quest for the Stones, Part 2
By Tom Carson, George Tremmel & Crutch Williams
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On June 21, 2009, Fred Reed submitted the following from The Numismatist,
January 1916, p. 37 reprinted from a stamp publication: 

"An interesting relic of great interest to the Confederacy is in the
possession of Mr. W.M. Smith of Charlotte, N.C. This is the original
lithograph stone from which the fronts of the $10 bills of the 1864 issue
of Confederate bills were printed. The owner describes the history of how
the stone came into his possession as follows: 

'The stone was picked up by me in the year 1865, on what was then
known as the Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta R.R. about four miles
south of the city of Charlotte. I was then living on my farm at the same
place, after returning home from the Army of Northern Virginia. The
stone, I presume, had falled off, or was thrown off the cars when the
Confederate Government was transferring the Treasury portfolio (sic)
farther South, in the month of February 1865. The stone is 31 inches
long, 22 inches wide and 3 inches think, and weighs about 150 pounds.'
The relic is on display at the headquarters of the Mecklenburg Camp,
U.C.V.-- Philatelic West."

Continuing from the Part 1 in this series, we note that S.G. Jamison, Chief
of the Treasury-Note Bureau, escaped to Charlotte with the printing operations of
Evans and Cogswell after General Sherman destroyed anything of worth in
Columbia.  Jamison could go no further because the railroads from Charlotte to
Danville were narrow gauge.  Some of the note printing paper was sent to
Lumberton, NC and Morganton, NC, the end of the line for the wide gauge.  The
trains then moved back to Chester, SC, the end of the undestroyed road back toward
Columbia and waited for the next move. 

Andrea Collins of the Mint Museum sent a copy of a 1978 newspaper article
in which a local high school student tried to trace the history of the stone.  The news-
paper article generated the following hand written response from the heirs of William
M. Smith, who found the $10 face stone: 

"As to the original ownership of the Confederate Graphic Stone
mentioned in the Charlotte Observer article [unknown date 1978 D. H.
Foley, a sophomore in high school presented a reconstruction of the stone
history] is as follows: 

My mother -- Mrs. Richard C. Springs (Lillian Smith Springs) born
in Charlotte, N. C. in 1877 told me that her father William M. Smith told
her that the $10.00 note- Confederate currency dated Feb. 17, 1864 was
printed from this stone, which was found on the home-site of the Smith
family on the old Pineville Road. It was brought to Charlotte by one of
the Smith sons (there were four sons) William M. Smith. It was placed in
the cellar of the Mecklenburg County Court House. In 1898 a new court
house was built and while the graphic stone was being moved there -- it
fell and was broken into (unreadable). 

(Missing) was built in Eastover. Mrs. Harold C. Dwelle [founder of
the Mint Museum] and Mrs. Lewis Burwell [first Curator] approached my
mother Mrs. Richard C. Springs in the 1920’s – asking her permission to
let them remove the stone from the Court house to the Mint. It was a
confederate relic and was brought to Charlotte by her father William M.
Smith. He was Camp Commander (Honorary) of the Confederate
Veterans up until his death in 1912. The stone was in the Courthouse at
that time -- where the veterans had their meetings. 

My mother granted the request of Mrs. Dwelle and Mrs. Burwell to

*Mar-Apr 2011 Paper Money  8/9/11  12:46 PM  Page 134



Paper Money • March/April 2011 • Whole No. 272 135

have the graphic stone moved to the Mint. Mrs. Harold C. Dwelle and
Mrs. Lewis Burwell at their own expense, had the stone repaired and
framed, which was very costly -- I saw the stone in the basement of the
Mint in the 1930s and 1940s. It was kept in a room which the United
Daughters of the Confederacy had taken to (missing) not know where the
stone is – at the time the stone was moved to the Mint, my mother tried
to contact her brother James M. Smith, to ask his permission also, as to
moving the stone. (He was the son of William M. Smith) but she was
unable to reach him, as he was out of the city. James M. Smith was a
World War I Veteran. He was presented the Cross of Honor for his ser-
vices and to for being the son of a Confederate Veteran -- by the
Stonewall Jackson Chapter of the United Daughters of the Confederacy –
of which my mother was a member -- I am a charter member of the
General Lane Chapter of the Confederacy – organized in 1924 in
Charlotte. My uncle James M. Smith was born May 21, 1893. He has one
daughter Mrs. Eugene G. Payne (June Smith) and I (Carrie Springs) Mrs.
John E. Foote have interests in this (missing)" 

According to Andrea Collins, of the Charlotte Mint Museum, they pur-
chased the stone, but their records on ownership are unclear.  From the Springs let-
ter, the family appeared to be claiming ownership.  Additionally, The Nathaniel
Greene Museum, in Tennessee, is still searching for the history of their piece. It was
donated when the museum was formed in 1980, but the donor has since died.

In looking  for the existence of more stones, Hugh Shull told us there was a
small fragment at a museum in Cayce SC.  Conversations with the owner found that
the fragment had been dug from a dump behind one of the Confederate print shops
in Columbia.

The quest continues in the next issue . . . v

Do you want to serve on the SPMC Board of Governors?
THE FOLLOWING CURRENT BOARD members’ terms
expire this year at Memphis:

(1)  Jamie Yakes
(2)  Pierre Fricke
(3)  Neil Shafer
(4)  Larry Schuffman

If any of these board members or any other member of
SPMC in good standing desires to run for one of these four board positions, he/she should
contact President Mark Anderson immediately at mbamba@aol.com or by mail at 115
Congress St. Brooklyn, NY  11201.

Biographies of the nominees and ballots (if necessary) for the election will be included
in the May/June 2011 issue of Paper Money. The ballots will be counted at Memphis and
announced at the SPMC general meeting held during the International Paper Money
Show.

Any nominee, but especially first-time nominees, should send a portrait and brief biog-
raphy to the Editor for publication in Paper Money. v
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