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THE WORLD OF OBSOLETE CURRENCY OFFERS MANY VARIATIONS
of ways to collect. Some like to collect according to locale, concentrating on

the state in which they live. And then some of those break it down even closer to
the vicinity of their hometown. Others choose notes because of a certain category
of the vignette they are interested in. The variations are endless. 

When I discovered Obsoletes, I almost immediately acquired a passion
for sheets. Over many years I have put together a quite large collection of differ-
ent sheets, not concentrating on any specific area. And within these sheets is an
area that is particularly interesting to me, that being, partial printing of sheets.

In our Paper Money publication, January / February 2010, Minnesota
Obsolete specialist Shawn Hewitt shared with us a very informative article about
partial printing of sheets, using a very rare sheet from his Minnesota collection
for reference. Since this area of collecting is especially interesting to me, I would
like to share partially printed sheets that I have come across over the years, a few
of which the casual collector probably has not ever seen.

As we examine the sheets of partial printing that I am writing about,
notice that the partial note is weaker in detail, a result of the printer inking only
the desired note(s) on the plate. Then, during the printing process, the ink
flowed onto the unintended note design to give a partial print.

The Hagerstown Bank, of Hagerstown, Maryland, offers collectors a
nice and relatively inexpensive opportunity to own examples of partial printing.
The printer’s imprint on the plate from which these notes were printed is
Underwood, Bald, Spencer & Hufty and Danforth, Underwood & Co. Notice in
image # 1 below the bottom $20 note that the partial $50 note is very distin-
guishable. In image # 2 pay particular attention to the top of the $50 note. The
detail is the same as the partial $50 note in Image # 1. Also, the $50-$100 plate
has the same printer’s imprint. From this, it appears that these notes were print-
ed from the same plate. Something interesting about the $50-$100 sheet is that
all sheets that I have observed do not have the partial $20 above. It seems that all
have been trimmed very close and straight. Very strange! On a side note, I am
still waiting to see and acquire my first full sheet of notes printed from this plate.
I have not even heard of any that exist.  Both partial sheets are at right.
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The Citizens Bank of Louisiana offers another nice example of partial
printing. In image # 3 notice above the $1000 note there is a very distinguish-
able $500 partial impression. Because of examples, in sheet form, of all notes
smaller in denomination than the $500 note, I believe that I am correct in
assuming that the $1000 note was printed from a two-note plate, that being
$500-$1000. Haxby lists the $500 as SENC. Obsolete specialist Hugh Shull says
that he also has never seen a $500 note on this bank.  The partial sheet appears
above.
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The New Orleans Canal & Banking Co. is another Louisiana bank that
gives us a good look at partial printed sheets. Image # 4 shows us the top half of
the plate. Notice below the bottom $20 the faded and weak image of a third note.
Compared to the top note in Image # 5, the detail is the same. The printer’s
imprint on both sheets is Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson, New Orleans. It is
my conclusion that these two sheets were printed from the same plate. As with
the Hagerstown Bank sheets, all higher denomination sheets that I have observed
from this plate have been cut close and straight at the top. And also, I have yet to
see or hear of any full, four note sheets from this plate.  The two partial sheets
are shown at left and above.

SPMC Celebrates 50 years of service to the hobby
and fellowship in pursuit of our collecting goals

Come celebrate with us at Memphis 2011
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The Southern Bank of Indiana offers an interesting look at a very rare
note. As we look at image # 6, above the $10 note there is partial printing of a $2
note. Notice that the print weakens as it gets closer to the top edge. Haxby lists
the $2 only in Proof.  From this, it may have been that after engraving the plate, it
was decided that there was no demand for the $2 note.  I’m still searching for a
clear-cut explanation.  The partial sheet is shown above.

Next, let’s analyze partial printing on the Bordentown Banking
Company, from the state of New Jersey. This bank’s printing is similar to the
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before mentioned Hagerstown Bank and New Orleans Canal & Banking Co.
sheets, but with an unexplained twist. Image # 7 shows two $10 notes with a par-
tial printing of a $50 note. Image # 8 shows the $50 and $100 notes. It is interest-
ing that this $50-$100 sheet is like the lower half Hagerstown and Canal Banking
sheets in the effect that all sheets that I have observed are closely and evenly
trimmed. Again, very strange! But now, the twist. The $10-$10 sheet printer’s
imprint is the American Bank Note Company, while the $50-$100 sheet has
Danforth, Wright & Co. as its printer. The two sheets appear to have been print-
ed from the same plate, except the two plates have different imprints. Maybe one
of our readers has a reasonable explanation, as I’ve yet to hear of, let alone see, a
full sheet of these notes.  These two partial sheets are illustrated above and pre-
ceding.

The Piscataqua Exchange Bank, of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, gives
us a look at a partial printed sheet from a plate from which I have also observed
full sheets. Image # 9 displays the $20 note with a partial, weak $100 note below
it. This sheet is very obtainable, with very little expense. Image # 10 gives us a
look at a full sheet that has a full print of the bottom note. With the relatively
high volume of partial sheets available from this plate, and the virtually unobtain-
able full sheet, I was very excited when the full sheet came my way.  The partial
and complete sheet are shown following.
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The Western Bank of Philadelphia gives not only the average collector,
but also the advanced one, an opportunity to see a partial printed sheet that is very
rare. Image # 11 displays the $500 note with a partial $1000 below it, while Image
# 12 has the $1000 note with a partial $500 above it. Neither James Haxby nor
Richard Hoober give any reference to seeing a full sheet of these notes from this
bank.  With these notes having a rarity rating of R6 to R7 (1-10 known), it is
probably only through the diligence of the Shingoethe holdings, from which I
acquired them, that they have survived in sheet form.  Both sheets are shown at
right.
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Collector reports rare stock scrip note form

A very interesting stock scrip note is one
with a steamboat vignette at left, the
engraved date 1837, and the denomina-
tion .25, with the imprint “Engraved by J.
Latham, 160 Greenwich St. New York.”
The text reads: “Due to the Bearer /
TWENTY FIVE CENTS. / on demand /
Redeemable in Current Bank Bills / on
board the _______________ Steam Boat.”
I have not seen this as an issued note,
only as a remainder. --David Gladfelter v
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Next, let us examine partial printing of an Obsolete plate from the
Mechanics Bank, located in New Haven, Connecticut. This bank offers three par-
tial printed sheets from the same plate. When I first acquired the sheet in Image #
15, I noticed that the partial print above the $50 note was not a denominational
note because of the blank line before the word Dollars . From that, I assumed the
partial note to be some kind of a Post Note, in which the dollar amount would be
filled during the purchase. Some time later I was offered the opportunity to
acquire the $10 note in Image # 13. Upon seeing it, I knew that it was rare, as
Haxby lists it only in Proof. Finding a note intended to circulate that is listed only
in Proof is very interesting.  

During the purchase, I noticed that the partial note below it was also
intended to have the dollar amount filled in.  I had an inkling that it might be the
partial note at the top of the plate from which the $50 - $100 sheet was printed.
But still, I had nothing definite. However, some time later, with a stoke of luck,
the puzzle was completed for me. I acquired the note in Image # 14. Notice that
it has a partial print of the $10 note in Image # 12, and also a partial print of the
$50 note in Image # 14. The engraved plate was a $10 - Post Note - $50 - $100.
But to add to the surprise that this plate has to offer, the Post Note is payable at
the Phenix Bank of New York! When I showed this to one of our hobby’ s fore-
most specialists, his words to me were, “It’s neat that you are able to put that
together!”  Illustration #13 is above and illustrations #s 14-15 are at right.

In this article, we ve looked at just one very neat and interesting way to
collect in the world of Obsolete Currency. I’m always looking to add to my
knowledge in this field of collecting. I would like to invite each of our readers to
contact me (at robertgill@cableone.net) if you have other varieties of partial
printing. In the mean time, I hope you enjoy what you have accomplished in the
wonderful world of paper money. 

HAPPY COLLECTING.                                                                         v

*Jan-Feb 2011 Paper Money  8/9/11  12:29 PM  Page 14



15Paper Money • January/February 2011 • Whole No. 271

*Jan-Feb 2011 Paper Money  8/9/11  12:29 PM  Page 15


	Partial Printing of Obsolete Sheets from Several Banks

