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NEEDLES LIES IN THE HEART OF THE MOHAVE DESERT
astride the Colorado River in southeastern California.  The name is derived

from spiked volcanic peaks that lie across the river in Arizona.  The primary claim
to fame for the place is that it served as the eastern gateway to California for peo-
ple driving fabled old U. S. Route 66, now Interstate 40.  The struggling town is
notorious for oppressive summer temperatures and outrageous year-round gaso-
line prices.

The town was founded in 1883 when the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroad built their bridge across the Colorado River there.

Needles has been prominent in popular literature for decades, famously
the location where John Steinbeck’s Joad family crossed into California in The

Grapes of Wrath and the home of Spike, Snoopy’s brother in Charles Shultz
Peanuts cartoon strip.  Shultz lived in the place as a boy.

The First National Bank was organized in 1893.  The bank was minimal-
ly capitalized with a circulation of $11,250 under bank president Frank W. Gove
and cashier W. S. Greenlee.  Their bank failed less than two years later on
January 19, 1895, owing to fraudulent management and injudicious banking.

Two printings of Series of 1882 brown back 10-10-10-20s were made for
the bank that were received at the Comptroller of the Currency’s office on April
6, 1893, and December 28, 1893, respectively bearing sheet serials H539343-
H539592, 1-250 and K322432-K322531, 251-350.

The bankers utilized only 299 sheets before going under.  The last avail-
able accounting for the bank was in 1915 when the annual report of the
Comptroller of the Currency listed $40 as still outstanding.  That figure probably
was fairly representative of the truth at the time.

Every California national bank note collector of any merit whatsoever
discovers the statistics for this bank.  Those facts coupled with its remote location
loft finding a note from it to the apex of every California collector’s dream list.  I
have been besieged over the years for requests to see a proof from the single plate
used to print notes for the bank.  In fact, no other proof has been as frequently
requested.                                                                                                                 v
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