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DR. WILLIAM DARLINGTON, PRESIDENT OF THE
Bank of Chester County, PA was robbed of $51,000 of

the bank’s notes on Dec. 23, 1847.  Darlington was returning
to West Chester by train from Philadelphia, where he had
made one of his regular trips to exchange bank notes; the Bank
of Chester County had an arrangement with the Philadelphia
Bank to exchange notes of banks in good standing of
Philadelphia received in West Chester for notes of his own
bank.

As recounted by Nelson Page Aspen, all of the old notes
of the bank then in circulation were called-in and not issued
again.  A new issue of $540,000 was immediately printed, and
the notes were distinguished from the previous issue by the
use of red ink.

The bank’s 150th anniversary booklet states ironically:

The Bank Directors ordered new notes printed in
red ink and with pictorial changes interesting to specu-
late upon.  The $500 bills, which had previously been
decorated with a rural scene of farmers making hay, was
replaced by “three female figures, one sitting on a block
of stone,” a tribute perhaps to the increased number of
lady depositors.  The $1,000 notes, that had been orna-
mented with a drove of cattle passing a toll gate -- did
cows pay toll in those days? -- was superseded by the
“view of a locomotive and cars coming around a curve,”
probably a subconscious reminder of the danger of car-
rying money on the railroad.

Hoober lists one design each for the $500 and $1,000
notes of the Bank of Chester County.  The central design
(assumed to be the portion of the notes mentioned in the bank
booklet) listed for each note is as follows:

441-23   $500   . . . (C) Three men, railroad, viaduct, and
city, $500 on medallion head at right.
W-1460.

441-24   $1000 . . . (C) Train of passenger cars, distant 
city.  W-1461.

The “W” reference number following the description
indicates that the description is taken from the listing com-
piled by D.C. Wismer.

The description for the $1,000 note would appear to be
that for the new design issued by the bank after the robbery.
The description of the $500 note is difficult to pin down;
“three men” cold be the farmers referred to in the bank book-
let; it is possible that “farmers making hay” could be confused
with “three females figures, one sitting on a block of stone,”
but highly unlikely.  The Wismer description of both notes
does not mention the color of the ink used on the notes.

None of the designs discussed are illustrated in the bank
booklet or Pennsylvania Obsolete Notes and Scrip.  Mr.
Hoober assigns an “R6” rarity rating to the $500 note
described, indicating that 6-10 notes were believed by him to
exist when the book was published 25 years ago in 1985.
Perhaps the possessor of one of these notes will provide an
illustration to Paper Money; it would be a pleasant surprise if
illustrations of both designs were submitted for publication.
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