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HE CITY OF LA FERIA IS PART OF A 1777 ORIGINAL SPANISH
land grant made to the Balli family which means “the fair.”  The First
National Bank of La Feria, TX, charter #12747, located in the Rio
Grande valley between Harlingen and Mercedes, was chartered in May

of 1925.  
It issued  $50 Type 1 and $20 Type 2 notes.  Kelly's census shows 10 small

reported, but my census is 14, adding another three $50 Type 1 and one rare $20
Type 2.  

I recently purchased a $50 from La Feria off of eBay and noticed that the
city is spelled LAFERIA on the note without the space between “La” and “Feria”
and with the “A” in “LA” capitalized.  

I went to La Feria to see if this was indeed a mistake in the spelling of the
town name.  I first went to the library, which is named after the cashier on the
note, B.H. Dunlap.  The librarians had never seen a La Feria note so I let them
copy it for the library archives.  

They then informed me that the granddaughter of Mr. Dunlap still lived
in the area and gave me her number.  I called Betty Jo Dunlap and she met me at
the library to look at the note.  She confirmed, along with the librarians, that the
the town name, La Feria, had been merged together on the note.  Betty Jo had
seen some of the national notes from the bank in her youth, but had never recol-
lected the error.  Notes are still in family hands, number unknown, and she is cur-
rently trying to locate who has what.  

I also talked to Darla A. Jones, assistant city manager of La Feria, who
showed me the original city charter.  The name of the town on the charter is La
Feria and she also noted that the town spelling on the note is an error.  I asked for
a copy of the city charter page with the town name, but she said that the copy
machine would degrade the document.  

The original National Bank charter application must have been correct
and the error must have been made at the BEP accidently merging La Feria into
one word.  Two other Texas town charters where the error did not occur with the
female La prefix are La Coste and La Grange which were both chartered before La

National Bank Note shows error spelling
La Feria or Laferia still means “the fair”
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Feria.  Other Spanish named National Bank towns are El Paso and El Campo
with the male El before the town name.     

If you look at your Kelly book the town name is spelled correctly as La
Feria.  This is a National Bank note error that is obvious to detect, but has been
overlooked until now.   

Census of known small size LAFERIA National Bank Notes:
1 $20 Type 2 serial number unknown
2 $50 Type 1 F000009D
3 $50 Type 1 F000011D
4 $50 Type 1 F000026E
5 $50 Type 1 F000068D
6 $50 Type 1 F000072B
7 $50 Type 1 F000099A
8 $50 Type 1 F000128A
9 $50 Type 1 F000131C

10 $50 Type 1 F000131D
11 $50 Type 1 F000147A
12 $50 Type 1 F000160F
13 $50 Type 1 F000163C
14 $50 Type 1 F000196E                                                                  v

The BEP misspelled the town name LAFERIA (one word) on
nationals of The First National Bank of La Feria, Texas.  Note
on the town charter (shown opposite) the town’s name is La
Feria (two words).  Similar town names for La Coste, TX and La
Grange, TX were spelled correctly on the notes.

Reader reports new
scrip note from
Pennsylvania 

Hello Fred,

I wanted to send you a copy of a
Pennsylvania note that had no known
imprint in the Pennsylvania book on obso-
letes by Richard Hoober.  

If you can use it in the magazine, go
ahead.  Please share with others.      

-- Emmett Haralson v
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