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IN THEIR 1931 BIOGRAPHY OF THE ENGLISH-BORN ENGRAVER
William Rollinson, Robert W. Reid and Charles Rollinson (the latter being
the engraver’s great-grandson) reproduced  an 1811-dated circular he had
sent to bankers soliciting their orders for bank notes produced with the aid

of a ruling machine he had recently invented. This circular, also reproduced here-
in, refers to an accompanying “specimen of work” which is described as being “of
itself simple in appearance … yet impossible to be imitated in the common mode
of engraving.” Reid and Rollinson do not illustrate that specimen, but it is almost
certainly the sample advertising note shown here, perhaps the earliest note ever
to be printed with a background tint.

The note has this fanciful text: “The President, Directors & Co./ of the
Grand Bank promise to/ deliver on Demand FIFTY Fish to the bearer./
Newfoundland, March 1st, 1811.”  Below this appear the printed signature of “A.
Hallibut” and countersignature of “A. Shad.” The tint has the number “50” at
left, the plate letter “a” at upper left and the word FISH in elaborate script below
the word FIFTY. This language, chosen so as to prevent the note from being pre-
sented for redemption, is typical of what one would expect to find on an advertis-
ing sample. The central vignette of the nymph Galatea, engraved according to
the circular by Rollinson’s associate W.S. Leney, further carries out the nautical
theme.

The original of the Rollinson circular is in the collection of the New
York Public Library. It is a typeset document and would not have been printed on
the same sheet as the sample, which is on a lighter but stronger (and more expen-
sive) fabric used for the printing of bank notes. The descriptive language in the
circular closely matches the actual design and appearance of the sample. What
further ties the circular and sample together are their identical March 1811 dates,
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although the specific days of the month on these documents differ. I suspect that
a handwriting expert would have no difficulty finding that the Rollinson signature
on the circular matches up with the Hallibut and Shad “signatures” on the sam-
ple.

A tint variety of this note (with straight horizontal lines; mine has wavy
lines) is listed by Robert A. Vlack as No. 4640  in his book, An Illustrated
Catalogue of Early North American Advertising Notes. No. 4645 below it is the same
note with a blue rather than red tint. Bob tells me that these notes are the earliest
ones in his book, which is arranged geographically rather than chronologically,
and my variety is also the earliest in my collection of bank note engravers’ and
printers’ samples. Bob has a great sense of humor, but his listings of the Leney
and Rollinson notes are strictly deadpan. They are under “Newfoundland” in the
Canadian section, and under the merchant names “Shad” and “Hallibut.”

This sample has the imprint of Leney and Rollinson, New York, as well
as an unusual printer’s credit to Andrew Maverick, younger brother of the prolific
bank note engraver Peter Maverick (see enlarged detail). Andrew kept a print
shop at several locations on Liberty Street in lower Manhattan at about this time.
One of his business cards identifies him as a “copperplate printer and agent for
Peter Maverick.” I had not previously seen Andrew’s name on a bank note, and
now wonder whether Andrew, rather than Peter, might have been the third mem-
ber of the Maverick, Leney & Rollinson association whose imprint appears on
notes of the State Bank at Elizabeth, N.J., State Bank at Morris, N. J., State Bank
at New-Brunswick, N.J., and other banks. Andrew died in 1826; Peter, in 1831.

*Jan/Feb 2010 Paper Money  8/9/11  8:09 AM  Page 59



Paper Money • Jan/Feb 2010 • Whole No. 26560

At least one bank, Middle District Bank of Poughkeepsie, New York, actu-
ally issued notes with the imprint of Leney & Rollinson on the model of the sample.
A $1.00 denomination is listed by Haxby (NY-2290 G24) with a brown tint and is
illustrated; the Schingoethe specimen (17:537, illustrated in color) has a red tint.
William J. Harrison’s listing, following his article on Rollinson (which reproduced
the circular but not the sample) illustrates a $10.00 denomination on this bank with
an unspecified tint, which is not in Haxby. Another example of the $10.00 denomi-
nation from what was then the collection of the American Bank Note Co. is illus-
trated in Reid and Rollinson.  This bank opened in 1811, the year of the circular and
sample. It appears that Rollinson’s ruling machine was in use a year earlier than
mentioned in Hessler (p. 252).
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What is the going rate for a marriageable female?
Dear Fred,

Here's an odd item you might insert as you like into a furture issue:
“In the years 1620 and 1621, several cargoes of young women were sent over from England, for wives

for the Virginians.  The law fixed their prices.  At first the value of a wife was estimated at one hundred and
twenty pounds of tobacco, but as the commodity [i.e., the young women] sold rapidly and soon became scarce,
the price rose to an hundred and fifty pounds of tobacco.” --  Columbian Centinel of Boston, January 30, 1805

-- Clifford Thies, PhD
Shenandoah University
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