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NOTE CIRCULATION CONTINUES TO FASCINATE
me, and I always am pleased when a “wheresgeorge”

note pops up in my change.  Sometimes I share them here, in
part hoping that other readers will chime in with their “finds.”

The note shown below had evidently been kicking around
the southern plains region of the country for half a year before
a clerk at a local Braum’s store gave it to me in change for a
hamburger meal last summer.  She smiled when she dropped it
on my hand.  It may have had more to do with her pleasant
disposition than any acknowledgment of the red stamps on
both sides of the bill.

It has traveled up and down Interstate 35, the major
north-south artery in mid-America that bisects the continental
United States.  It stretches 1568 miles from Laredo, TX on
the Mexican border to Duluth, MN on the Canadian border.

This note was entered into the website logging system on
March 24, 2009, in Denton, TX a college town north of the
Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex.  

The “georger” who listed the note bragged that it was the
31,170th bill that he had entered on the website, and he’d
already received 5,115 “hits” by that time.

“Please register and enter every bill you get so you can
track where it goes,” he wrote.

Five months later, another
georger 168 miles up Interstate
35 in Edmond, OK reentered
the note.  He had received it in
Wichita, KS (further up
Interstate 35) from the Kansas
Turnpike Authority.  Wichita is
about 150 miles north of
Edmond.  “Likely spent it on
BBQ in OKC (Oklahoma
City),” he wrote.  Edmond is a
suburb of OKC.

A week and a half later it
showed up in north Dallas about
220 miles further south down
Interstate 35 at the restaurant
where I got it.  I wrote a plug
for SPMC when I reentered the
note, and said this bill would
appear in the Jan/Feb issue of
Paper Money.  I also directed
readers to the spmc web site
www.spmc.org for information

on the Society.
The map at

right shows the
travels of this $1
FRN from (1)
Denton, TX to
(2) Wichita, KS
to (3) Edmond,
OK to (4) Dallas,
TX. But where
will it go next? 

--Fred Reed v

This bill travels up and down
the I-35 corridor for 688 miles

AAFTER REVIEWING GOVERNMENT BANKNOTE
issues worldwide last year, the International Bank Note

Society has selected the Central Bank of Samoa’s 20-tala note
as its “Banknote of the Year” among new currency designs
from 2008. This Samoan 20-tala banknote beat eight other
b a n k n o t e s
nominated by
IBNS mem-
bers, two of
which were
also from the
P a c i f i c
region. 

“ W i t h
striking, eye-
catching yellow and gold colours and bold and
innovative security devices, the 20-tala note
easily eclipsed its competition” judges said.
The judges liked the Central Bank’s emphasis
on tourism, achieved by highlighting one of the nation’s pic-

turesque waterfalls, “a refreshing departure from the standard
practice of portraying famous persons on paper money,” the
IBNS announcement read. The note’s reverse was also praised
for featuring Samoa’s national bird, the Manumea, and the
national flower, the Teuila; the two symbolizing the unique-

ness of Samoa’s natural environment. 
Sharing the spotlight with the Central Bank of

Samoa is the designer and printer, UK-based De La Rue
Currency, one of the world’s foremost producers of

paper money and secu-
rities. “De La Rue’s
creative blend of state-
of-the-art security fea-
tures and design ele-
ments maintains its
long tradition of supe-
rior banknote design
and printing, signifi-
cantly adding to the

appeal of the 20-tala banknote,’’  according to IBNS.             v
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	This Bill Travels Up & Down the I-35 Corridor

