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Mike Jenkins nails sci-fi prop note
by Fred Reed

Movie prop notes of the type illus-
trated appear in several scenes of
Soylent Green (Metro-Goldwin-
Mayer, 1973.)

S SOME READERS ARE AWARE, A COUPLE OF YEARS AGO I
wrote a book on entertainment prop money, entitled Show Me the
Money! The Standard Catalog of Motion Picture, Television, Stage and
' dertising Prop it Loney (McFarland, 2005). The book was undertaken as

something of a lark. Actually it started off as a project for a "special" topical issue
of Paper Money. 1 thought it might till thirty pages or so. By the time I finished
cataloging the notes, however, it had grown to an 800-page, 8V x 11-inch, hard
cover book with about two thousand illustrations. I viewed something like 1,200
movies in the research. The hook records the history of these money lookalikes
over a period of a century, and catalogs about 1,800 varieties. McFarland, a refer-

ence book and popular culture publisher in
North Carolina, was interested in publishing
the book. They did a fantastic job, and ulti-
mately the book sold several copies and won
the Numismatic Literary Guild "Book of the
Year" Award in the worldwide paper money
category, and an exhibit a Memphis award.

The book weighs a ton, but I lugged
one to present to well known paper money
dealer Rob Kravitz at the recent Memphis
International Paper _Money Show. He'd paid
for the book quiet a while back, and had
waited patiently for me to "get on the ball." I
wrote him a nice saluation in the front of the
book for all his trouble. Rob, who is well
known for his dedication to fractional cur-
rency, was all excited because he'd just
recently viewed an old western and spied a
large size fractional currency facsimile note
on top of a pile of bills in one of the movie's
scenes. "It was a second issue fractional that
had been blown up to the size of a saddle
blanket note!" Rob exclaimed. So much for
period realism, but the prop note was right
up his alley, and although he forgot which
movie, he'd nailed the note type -- which by
the way is uncataloged in my book.

Good eyes Rob. Hope you enjoy the
book! However, I'll promise to offer quicker
service to future purchasers of the book!

Another of my readers, Mike
Jenkins, experienced a similar epiphany
recently, when he nailed the use of a known

note type, "Reed W10. W.G. Bailey, Series 2017." In 2005 I wrote: "This and
the succeeding notes have many similar features to several other series of movie
prop notes listed in this catalog. All have the familiar UNITED WE STAND I/
DIVIDED WE FALL seal at left, and the Dove seal at right. However, unlike
the other series listed, the Dove is flying downward this time. All are odd-sized.
All are printed in the same color, face and back. Most are signed by W.G. Bailey.
All have a series number at bottom center. And all have currency-ruled borders.
None state their use as motion picture prop money, but it is believed that is what
they are."
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Enter Mike Jenkins, who wrote me recently:
Dear Fred,
"The short version is this: I believe I've matched your "unidentified" prop

notes NA7 10 (page 746) to the currency in the film Soylent Green. Please have a
look-see and see if you agree." 	 -- Mike Jenkins

Mike sent me a scene link to the film, accompanying his email. Readers
of a certain age will recall that Soylent Green (a processed plankton wafer recycling
bodies killed by the state) was a futuristic calamity film, which developed a cult fol-
lowing after its release in 1973. Starring Charlton Heston, Edward G. Robinson,
Leigh Taylor Young, Joseph Cotten, and Chuck Connors, the sci-fi thriller
explored a murder mystery set in a bleak Malthusian future where greenhouse
global warming and over-
population have made living
in New York City a night-
mare by the year 2022.
Violent street life character-
ized a degenerating civiliza-
tion caught in a chilling
future, where "scoops" liter-
ally harvested masses of citi-
zens queued up for food dis-
tribution. Cash showed up in
several scenes in film, which
was directed by Oscar-winner
Richard Fleischer (The
Vikings, Comp ulsi on, 20,000
Leagues Under the Sea,
Fantastic Voyage, Concur the Destroyer,
Tore Tore Tore, The Boston Strangler-

and dozens more motion pictures).
Soylent Green won several science fic-
tion entertainment and writing awards.

I replied in part:
Hi Mike,
"You have a sharp eye. I do believe you are right. I'll file your email and

the picture in the book, and if ever (?) I get a chance to update the book. We'll
acid this information. . . . I presume you are aware that they plan to film a new
version of Soylent Green." -- Fred

Mike wrote back:
Thanks, Fred.
"It's really a miracle I ID'ed them at all. I figured I'd just flip through the

catalog and see if anything looked familiar. Someone online had asked about the
Soylent Green police ID, and offhandedly mentioned the money. Someone took
that screen capture I sent. I'll send some more screen captures, too." -- Mike

The screen captures shown were provided by Mike. The note illustration
is from my catalog. What have you seen on the silver screen lately? Tell me!
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