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Myrtie McHenry / Myrtie McHenry Langdon,
National Bank President

By Karl Sanford Kabelac

MYRTIE CONNEAU WAS BORN IN MODESTO, CALIFORNIA,
on December 2, 1878. Modesto, about 85 miles east of San Francisco,

then had a population of about 1,600. She was the daughter of Frank E.
Conneau, a Frenchman who had arrived in California in 1849, and Annie
Waters Conneau, a native of Ireland. Myrtie was one of eight children. She
attended the newly opened Stanford University, and was graduated in January
1901

After teaching for a year, she married Oramil McHenry of Modesto on
May 15, 1902. He was the only child of early California settlers. His father,
Robert McHenry had been the founding president of the First National Bank of
Modesto (Charter #3136) in 1884. He succeeded to the presidency of the bank
in 1890.

Oramil, a well-liked and very successful businessman, was struck down
by cancer, which surgery had been unable to cure. He died on February 21,
1906, at the age of 44. Anticipating death, he had transferred various proper-
ties, including his bank holdings, to his wife shortly before his death. She suc-
ceeded him as president of the bank. Their son, Merl, remembered sitting on
his mother's lap in the library of their home as she signed National Bank Notes
of the bank.

On April 20, 1908, she married William H. Langdon, a successful
lawyer who was then District Attorney of San Francisco. She continued on as
president of the bank until January 1910, when her husband became president.
The next year they sold the controlling interest in the bank, with Mr. Langdon
stepping down as president. This allowed him to spend more time with his legal
career.

The bank was voluntarily liquidated in 1920 when it was taken over by
a Sacramento bank.

Mr. Langdon had a successful judicial career, dying unexpectedly in
San Francisco in 1939. His wife survived him by 20 years, dying in San Mateo,
California on August 18, 1959. She was survived by her son by her first mar-
riage, and a daughter and son by the second marriage.

The IVIcHenry family home in Modesto, built by Robert McHenry in
1882-83, is an historical house museum today. Myrtie C. McHenry Langdon
had lived there from her marriage in 1902 until she and her family moved from
Modesto in 1919.
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