
THE BU
Starts Here

A Primer for Collectors
BY GENE HESSLER 

198

One of Emuel Ninger's fakes. The face of Ninger's Series 1889 $50 U.S. Note is stamped twice COUNTER-

FEIT, with the typed legend: "Received from // Chas. H. Ayers // Peoples State Bank // Detroit, Michigan //

December 11th 1904 // Axxxxxer [indecipherable] C. Brown. (Photo from the back cover of Money of Their

Own by Murray Teigh Bloom.)

`Jim the Penman' drew fakes
with fine, artistic brush strokes
THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME I HAVE WRITTEN

nor will it be the last time that someone will write about
one of the most colorful counterfeiters in America. Some of
you already know about Emanuel Ninger, known as "Jim the
Penman." However, I feel certain he is unknown to those who
are new to the hobby

Emanuel Ninger and his wife sailed from Rotterdam and
arrived here in 1882. They lived in a few locations before they
settled in Flagtolm, NJ, ten years later. Ninger lived on farms
but did little farming. He preferred isolation so he could prac-
tice his special craft of
making counterfeit U.S.
paper money. Since
Ninger spent most of his
time at home, neighbors
assumed he had an addi-
tional income.

Once each month
Ninger would travel to
New York City where
he purchased supplies
for his creations: pens,
brushes, ink and the
highest quality bond
paper by Crane, the
same firm that made
paper for U.S. paper
money. This was also an
opportunity to pass the
counterfeits he had cre-
ated since his last visit to
New York.

After cutting the
paper to size, the imaginative counterfeiter would soak it in
weak coffee. He waited until the paper had the appearance of
circulated paper money. Ninger would then place the moist
paper over an authentic bill. These were placed on a window
and he would trace the major portions of the bill with pencil.
Then, at a table, with an extremely fine brush, he would com-
plete the remaining portions of the bill.

Each month he would create counterfeit notes that
totaled about $250. Ninger made copies of at least three
denominations, however, the note that would bring him down
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was the $50 U.S. Note, Series 1880 with the portrait of
Benjamin Franklin and the image of Columbia.

In March 1896, after passing his creations and before
returning to New Jersey, Ninger stopped at a lower
Manhattan bar where he was known. After drinks, conversa-
tion and a cigar, Ninger asked if the bartender could change a
$50 bill. The gentleman on the other side of the bar said he
would and did. The $50 bill was not picked up immediately
from the moist surface of the bar. When the bartender closed
the cash register he noticed he had ink on his fingers. Almost
immediately he realized that the ink came from the bill he just
handled. An employee at the bar chased Ninger and with the
help of a policeman the counterfeiter was arrested. In the
newspaper account of the arrest, Emanuel Niger was called
lin the Penman."

Ninger served four years of a six-year sentence. There
was a rumor that the Bureau of Engraving and Printing hired
Ninger rather than allow him to counterfeit more notes. This
is totally false. Ninger was good at what he did, but he knew
nothing about engraving.

In Murray T. Bloom's Money of Their Own, the author
mentions two other counterfeiters who created copies just as
"Jim the Penman" did: Anne-Marie Rojas in France and
Gunther Hopfinger in Germany. They were not the artists
that Ninger was. If you can find this out-of-print book, you
will enjoy Mr. Bloom's accounts of other counterfeiters.

Only one feature was deleted from Ninger's counterfeits.
He never included "Engraved and Printed at the Bureau of

Engraving and Printing" that was printed vertically to the left
of Franklin's portrait. When asked by the Secret Service why
he did not include this statement on his notes, Ninger proudly
said because the BEP didn't make them. Ninger died in 1924.

There were a few contemporaries of Ninger who collect-
ed his creations. Today, even though counterfeits are subject
to confiscation, some collectors are eager to pay for one of
these hand-made counterfeits.
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