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Emanuel Ninger
An "Honest" Counterfeiter?

by Harrison Knowlton

EMANUEL NINGER, ALSO KNOWN AS
"Tim the Penman" (at right), was a German painter

and impressionist. Ninger moved to America
with a nice sum of money, which was soon
gone. This was the start of Emanuel
Ninger's counterfeiting career.

Ninger chose a bond paper — the
best of its kind — manufactured by
Crane Company of
Massachusetts, who also supplied
the bond paper for the United
States government... and still
does today. However, the paper
available to Ninger did not have,
of course, the red and blue fibers
embedded. Only the paper sold to
the government had this special
characteristic.

Once he cut the paper to the
appropriate size, Ninger would soak
it in a bath of weak coffee. This gave it
a moderately circulated look and feel.
While the paper was still wet, Ninger would
lay it over a genuine note and begin to trace.

The lathe work (more intricate detail) was only
suggested by Ninger,
and even with this
method, he was still
under the impression
his notes where better
than that of the
Bureau. Although this
process was tedious,
the real work began
when Ninger had to
color each note with a
camel-hair brush and
fake the red and blue
fibers with ink.

Ninger was
known for omitting
the credit line, "Engraved & Printed at the Bureau,
Engraving & Printing" and the "Act of March 3, 1863."
(This act of Congress stated, "The United States will
pay to bearer   dollars. This note is legal tender at
its face value for all debts public and private, except

duties on imports and interest on the public debt.")
It is believed by some that he did not use this infor-

mation in an effort to be somewhat "honest."
For more than 15 years Ninger suc-

cessfully counterfeited $50s and $100s.
One evening while relaxing at a local

saloon before taking the ferry
home, he requested change from
the bartender. Ninger left and
the bartender retrieved the
note off the wet counter.

As he placed the note in
the till, he saw his fingertips
were smeared with ink.
Moments later the police
found Ninger counting his
change on the ferry. Ninger

was arrested and sentenced to
six years in prison and a one-dol-

lar fine.
A Secret Service officer once

said after seeing Ninger's studio,
"The simplest outfit, and yet it pro-

duced the most dangerous counterfeits, that
I ever saw."

For many years one of Ninger's fakes (above) was
on display at the Smithsonian Institution National
Numismatic Collection exhibition in the Hall of
Monetaiy History. v
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