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Dover Litho Printing Co.
As the Society of Paper Money Collectors celebrates the print-
ing of its 250th issue, Dover Litho Printing Company is cele-
brating 50 years of business and two generations of family
ownership. Since 1983 Dover Litho has printed 147 issues of
Paper Money, something for which we are very proud. Dover
Litho was established in 1957 by George J. Frebert. George,
born August 1929, is of German decent. His parents emigrat-
ed from Germany after World War I, and he spoke German
until starting elementary school and learning English. He was
raised with high values including intregity and hard work. He
cut grass and washed small airplanes in exchange for flying
lessons, and soloed on September 15, 1945, VJ Day, and his
16th birthday. George found that flying was not paying the
bills and went to work as a press operator and eventually as a
press room supervisor, saving all he could to pursue the
dream of starting his own business. He managed to save
enough money to purchase a small printing press and the
support equipment. He found that Dover, the capital of
Delaware, did not have an offset press in the city. This would
be the location for his new business. George rented a building
with a kitchen to house his new shop and equipped it with a
camera, plate maker, one press, and a folder. George sold
printing by day and ran the printing press at night. He slept
on a cot in the back of the shop in order to save on expenses.
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In 1967, after 10 years of rent increases, the property at 1211
North DuPont Highway was purchased and an 8400-square-
foot building was built to house the first large press for the
company. George ran the business for 30 years with steady
and consistent growth. At the beginning of 1988 his son
Michael set aside his career as an architect to join his father in
business. Two years later a 14-year buyout agreement was
made between them, and George retired at age 62. George
then pursued another dream ... to write a book about Dela-
ware aviation history. He researched his book for three years.
His 400-page historical book, Delaware Aviation History, was
published by George's son Michael. During this period
Michael did a $2 million dollar upgrade of all of the equip-
ment. A 40" four-color Heidelberg and a two-color 40"
Heidelberg press were purchased. This put Dover Litho on the
map as having the fastest sheet-fed presses in the state of Del-
aware running at 13,000 sheets per hour. New pre-press com-
puters and plate-making equipment along with new bindery
equipment were purchased. Everything was purchased with
productivity, quality and ergonomics in mind. The latest addi-
tion was direct from computer to plate equipment, eliminat-
ing the use of film and film-processing chemicals.

Along with the equipment changes a plan was set in motion
to be an environmentally conscious business. Environmental
awareness is an important focus of the company's goals and
values. Dover Litho was recognized by DNREC as the most
environmentally conscious printer in the state of Delaware.
Subjects addressed included: using aqueous-based chemicals,
low VOC chemicals, proper disposal of chemical waste, in-
plant fresh air, in-plant noise reduction, recycling waste paper,
and the use of recycled papers.

As a result of the upgrades and continued reputation for qual-
ity and service, Dover Litho has seen the largest percentage of
growth in company history. The biggest marketing change has
been printing and publishing books, magazines, and jour-
nals. Dover Litho's growth has stretched beyond the borders
of DelMarVa to include: New York, Pennsylvania, Vermont,
Connecticut, Michigan, Illinois, Florida, Washington DC, and
the U.S. Virgin Islands. International accounts include
Canada and Bermuda.

Today Michael runs the business on a single shift with 17
highly skilled employees. Michael is very involved with the
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local community. He helps with many local projects and
fundraisers with printing needs and his own personal time;
such as The Heart Association, Mom's House, and the Del-
aware Breast Cancer Coalition. He has served on the Board of
Directors for the Central Delaware Chamber of Commerce, a
past president of the Capital City Rotary, and on the Board of
Directors for the Capitol Theater Center for the Arts, and has
served as an Honorary Commander for the Dover Air Force
Base 436th Airlift Wing. The National Republican Congress-
ional Committee, in Washington DC, has appointed Michael
to the Business Advisory Council representing small business
for the state of Delaware.

After a day is done, he is home with his wife, Diane, and their
three children, Matthew, Rachel, and Noah. Adding to the fun
is his dog Bailey, who often goes to work with Mike.

1.Mike Frebert, President of Dover Litho, sits with past issues of Paper Money
on display in the conference room.

2. Dave Muschiatti preflights the files and makes color proofs for approval before
printing.

3. David Warner makes printing plates directly from the computer to an alu-
minum plate.

4. Fred Chase hangs a plate that will print 16 pages on one press sheet.

5. Daryll Reifsnyder rules up a press sheet for page position for a final ok to run
the press.

6. Fred Chase pulls a press sheet during the press run on a single color 16-page
press sheet.

7.Joe Matthews pulls a press sheet during the press run of the 4-color cover

8. Larry Marvel folds the 23" x 35" press sheet into 16-page signatures.
9. Carrie Kimball sets up the saddle stitcher for binding.

10.Carrie Kimball gathers finished books. They are then stacked and readied for
mail prep.

11. Mike's German Shepherd Bailey, "Mobile Security Systems Specialist."

While you
sleep, Bailey
is guarding

Paper Money.
Now, don't you

feel more secure
knowing that?


