
Paper Money • July/August 2007 • Whole No. 250
	

257

Deaf Money:
The 1861 North Carolina Notes

Printed By the North Carolina Institution
for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind

By Priscilla Scott Rhoades

0 N APRIL 17, 1861, NORTH CAROLINA GOVERNOR JOHN
W. Ellis issued a proclamation convening a special session of the
General Assembly at Raleigh. "I am informed," Ellis began, "that
[President] Abraham Lincoln has made a call for 75,000 men to be

employed for the invasion of the peaceful homes of the South, and for the vio-
lent subversion of the liberties of a free people." Ellis urged the legislature to
act, warning, "United action in defence of the sovereignty of North Carolina,
and of the rights of the South, becomes now the duty of all." The legislature
agreed, and on May 20, 1861 North Carolina seceded from the Union.

Even before that decision, reporters at the Semi-Weekly Raleigh
Register had voiced their opinion on the matter. In a ceremony
attended by the pupils of the North Carolina Institution for the
Deaf and Dumb and Blind, two secessionists had raised a Confederate
flag over the Register's office where it streamed "gallantly to the breeze."

Despite their handicap, the students of the Institution understood
their duty to the Confederacy as well as any other North Carolinian.
On April 27 the Register noted, "It is with difficulty [Principal] W. J.
Palmer can restrain some of the Deaf and Dumb boys and young men
from quitting the Institution in order to volunteer in defence of their
country, so anxious are they to fight the Yankees." Palmer did manage
to persuade the deaf boys to stay, in part by "tendering to the Govern-
or" the services of his students—"the girls to do any sewing that
may be required" and the boys "to make cartridges." Those deaf boys
soon added another weapon to their arsenal against the Yankees.
It came about because of one man, a teacher of the deaf named
William Dewey Cooke.

William Dewey Cooke was born on May 27, 1811, in Vermont,
the only child of Harriet Bulkely Latimer and Milo Cooke. The Cookes
were a well-established family in the new world, dating their arrival in the
colonies to 1638 when Henry Cooke set sail from England. Like many of the
Cookes, young William showed an early aptitude for language and chose a
career in education. By his twenty-second year, he had attained the enviable

William Dewey Cooke
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position of co-principal for the respected Staunton Military Academy in
Virginia. Cooke shared those duties with Lvttleton Waddell, patriarch of the
influential Augusta County family. Waddell was an older gentleman, a patron
of the literary arts, and the editor of the Staunton Spectator.

Among Waddell's children was a young woman named Lucy Ann. What
happened next could have been foreseen by anyone with a romantic eye. In
1835, Cooke married the twenty-year-old Lucy Ann with the blessings of her
father. Three years later the couple's only child was born, a little girl they
named Maly St. Clair in honor of her Scots-Irish ancestry.

The future looked promising. And then something inexplicable hap-
pened. Cooke suddenly resigned his position with the military academy to
become a teacher of the deaf. What caused this abrupt shift in scholastic focus
can only be guessed at, although there is one likely explanation. If little Mary
was deaf, her deafness would explain Cooke's actions. Perhaps Cooke mastered
sign language in order to be able to communicate with his deaf daughter.

Whatever his reasons, after the birth of his daughter William Dewey
Cooke dedicated the rest of his life to the education of the deaf. After launch-
ing the Virginia School for the Deaf, Cooke journeyed to North Carolina at
the request of Governor John M. Moorehead. With the governor's support,
Cooke persuaded the North Carolina General Assembly to fund the building of
a state school for the deaf and blind in Raleigh. Located on the state-owned
property of Caswell Square, The North Carolina Institution for the Deaf and
Dumb and Blind officially opened its doors in January 1849.

Cooke was given an annual salary of $1,200 with an allowance of $145 to
cover the cost of room and board, clothing, and medical attention for each stu-
dent. A sensible businessman, Cooke agreed to sell the school his stock of tools
for woodworking and shoemaking. More importantly, in 1850 he brought in a
printing press and began instructing the male students in its use. The print
shop, called the Institution Press by some and the Institute Printery by others,
proved to be a favorite place for a select number of the institution's students.
As Otis A. Betts noted in his study of the history of deaf education in North
Carolina, "The teaching of trades was found to be of great importance [to the
deaf] and the chief mechanical branch was printing, which is particularly adapt-
ed to the deaf."

In 1851 Cooke arranged with editor Calvin H. Wiley to have the
Institution Press publish a new literary newspaper, the Southern Weekly Post.
The Post ran from December 1851 through November 1855, despite accusa-
tions by the rival Wilmington journal that it was a "partisan sheet published
under a literary guise by the labor of the deaf and dumb children of the State."

Criticism notwithstanding, the deaf "children"—who ranged in age from
nine to twenty-nine—continued their labors. They added another newspaper,
called the Deaf Mute Casket, which was the first of its kind in the state. Initially
printed semi-weekly, the publication for deaf readers became a weekly as the
pupils became more skilled in their trade. So skilled did they become, in fact,
that by the time of the Civil War, much of the state's public printing and bind-
ing was done by the deaf.

Writing in the deaf newspaper The Kelly Messenger in 1895, Zacharias W.
Haynes remembered a visit to the printery several decades earlier. "The office
was at that time well fitted out and did a great deal of work, besides the state
printing. The American A7777111S of the Deaf was also printed in the office of the
Casket," he wrote. "Connected with the office was a book bindery, where sev-
eral deaf boys worked and became good book binders."

Yet, there were troubles with the Institution. Cooke warned the school
board that the building was a fire hazard badly in need of repairs and that the
blind and deaf students were housed together in overcrowded rooms. The
board did nothing in response. In 1858, frustrated and angry, Cooke resigned
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in protest. William Dewey Cooke would continue his work in deaf education
as the first principal of the newly constructed Maryland School for the Deaf.
Meanwhile, at the North Carolina school, Cooke was replaced by William J.
Palmer.

For the deaf students in the printery, very little changed under the new
administration. Not surprisingly, on May 11, 1861, when the North Carolina
General Assembly authorized the printing of three million, two hundred and
fifty thousand dollars of state-issued currency, the Institution Press was one of
the printers given the job. Haynes reminisced, "[I have] seen stacks of crisp
Confederate bills in this office which, if good money, would amount to a for-
tune many times greater than the Goulds and Vanderbilts together."

In the end, the North Carolina School for the Deaf and Dumb and Blind
printed only two notes for the State of North Carolina, both in October 1861.

The first was the $1 North Carolina note printed between October 1 and
October 5, 1861, on the backs of earlier Bank of North Carolina notes of vari-
ous denominations (NC24-28). On the backs of these notes is printed in red
"One Dollar." On the face, the serial numbers are hand-written, bearing no
serial letter. They are signed by Henry Hardie for the "Pub. Treas'r." These
notes promise "The State of North Carolina will pay to bearer one dollar on or
before January 1st, 1866."

On the left-hand side of the face is the figure of Minerva, Goddess of
Wisdom and Defensive War. This is the girlish Minerva, wearing no helmet,
her hair swept up in a braid. She is dressed in an ankle-length robe and leans

(NC25) North Carolina 1861 $1 Note
from Author's Collection. Some notes
were printed on the backs of State of
North Carolina bonds (below).
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Imprint of "N.C. Inst. Deaf & Dumb,
Print." on $1 note (above left) and $2
note (above right).

against a column. Above and below her image is the denomination; below
"DOLLAR" is the inscription "N.C. Inst. Deaf & Dumb, Print." In the center
of these notes is a dog guarding a safe, his left paw placed over a large key.

Grover Criswell rated the rarity of these notes as R 2-5, with five being
the October 5 issue printed on the back of a North Carolina Bond (NC29).
Current prices for these notes range from about $30-$50, depending upon the
grade.

(NC23) North Carolina 1861 $2 Note,
which was also printed on backs of ear-
lier bank notes. (Courtesy of Currency
Auctions of America)

The second instinition issue was the $2 North Carolina note printed on
October 2, 1861, on the back of North Carolina Bonds (NC23). On the backs
of these notes is printed in red "Two Dollars." As with the one-dollar note,
these notes bear no serial letters on their face; their serial numbers are hand-
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written; and they are signed by Henry Hardie for the public treasurer. These
notes promise "The State of North Carolina will pay to bearer two dollars on
or before January 1st, 1866."

On the left-hand side of the face is the figure of a maid dressed in a gown;
her hair is long and flowing, her left shoulder bare. From the carafe in her
right arm she pours a beverage into a bowl. Her head is bent toward the eagle
by her side. In the center of these notes is the same dog displayed on the one-
dollar note, guarding the same safe.

These notes are rated R-9 by Criswell. When they come up for sale, they
are priced at between $1,200 and $1,800. A F/VF specimen sold in 2004 by
Heritage-Currency Auctions of America for $1,322.50. It was well circulated,
F-VF with spots. Needless to say, they are a desirable addition to a collection
in any condition.

(PAS40) County of Pasquotank 1861

25-cent note. (Courtesy of Currency

Auctions of America)

(PAS150) County of Pasquotank 1861

$1 Note. (Courtesy of Currency

Auctions of America)

Interestingly, the history of the printer's cuts used by the Institution
Press carries us back, once again, to Virginia. Collectors of obsolete notes may
notice that several of the images on the deaf prints appeared slightly earlier on
notes issued by Pasquotank County, North Carolina. A twenty-five cent note
from September 1, 1861, (PAS40) by Pasquotank County displays the same
Minerva as well as the dog and safe motif seen on the Institution Press one-dol-
lar note printed a month later. In addition a Pasquotank County $1 dated
March 14, 1861, displays the dog and safe and the figure of a maid pouring liq-
uid for an eagle that appears on the Institution Press two-dollar note, printed
nearly seven months later.

In his thorough examination of Pasquotank County notes, Jerry
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Roughton makes this observation and concludes, "Those [Pasquotank County
notes] having the dog & safe vignette, were not printed locally I feel sure, but I
do not have any proof. The most plausible source for printing these notes
would have been a Virginia job printer."

This author would like to suggest that the Virginia job printer in question
was the famous partnership of Hover and Ludwig. In 1861, Louis Hoyer was a
successful Richmond businessman printing business cards and cigar box labels
with the assistance of a former Ritchie and Dunnavant employee, Charles
Ludwig. In May 1861, when the CSA capitol was moved from Montgomery,

Corporation of Richmond 1861 $1 by
Hoyer & Ludwig with the Dog and Safe
vignette. (Courtesy of Currency
Auctions of America)

Comparison of dog with key and safe
vignette on (left) $2 note with imprint of
"N.C. Inst. Deaf & Dumb, Print." and
(below left) Pasquotank County $1 with
no imprint, and (below) a similar design
on a Corporation of Richmond $1 with
Hoyer & Ludwig imprint.
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Comparison of Minerva and female and

eagle vignettes on notes with imprint of

"N.C. Inst. Deaf & Dumb, Print." and

Pasquotank County notes with no

imprint.

Alabama to Richmond, Virginia, Treasury Secretary Christopher G.
Memminger was assigned the task of meeting the Confederacy's immediate
printing needs. Memminger contracted with Hoyer and Ludwig who, in their
haste to accommodate the Treasury, probably pulled many of the plates they
had on hand. This author has been unable to find corresponding images pro-
duced by Hoyer and Ludwig that predate their CSA notes but would not be
surprised to learn that the dog and safe vignette appeared on their earlier busi-
ness cards or cigar box labels.

As Confederate currency collectors know, Louis Hoyer and Charles
Ludwig printed a large number of CSA notes and bonds. In addition, the firm
also printed scrip for the states of Florida and Virginia as well as local govern-
ments within Virginia in addition to printing some Virginia banknotes. What
is pertinent here is that on April 19, 1861, a one-dollar note printed by Hover
and Ludwig for the Corporation of Richmond (C3203) featured a similar dog
and safe image found on the Pasquotank County note of September 1, 1861,
and on the Institution Press notes of October 1-5, 1861. It is my assumption
that the Institution Press copied this printer's cut from Hoyer and Ludwig.

Both of the notes printed by the North Carolina Institution for the Deaf
and Dumb and Blind have a fascinating stories to tell. For this reason alone,
they should be of interest not only to collectors of obsolete state notes and
Confederate currency but to anyone with an appreciation of the history of
paper money.
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