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Counterfeit National
Bank Note Survives
Its Reported Obituary
by Dr. Jack M. Vorhies (deceased)

WHILE TRUTH CAN BE STRANGER THAN FICTION,
history is even more interesting than fiction. Such is the case
in the intriguing history of Miles Ogle, a wily 19th Century
counterfeiter, robber, and murderer, shown in Figure lb.

While in custody in 1873, in order to get bail, the audacious Ogle even assured
the U.S. District Attorney that he could help the government put an end to the
crime of counterfeiting in this country.

Ogle is the father of a counterfeit note that surfaced
recently. It is a Series 1875 $10 note from the Muncie
National Bank (Charter #793), shown in Figures 2a and b.
He also counterfeited numerous other notes from Indiana
National Banks. The Richmond National Bank (Charter
#2090), The Lafayette National Bank (Charter #2213), and
the Muncie National Bank (Charter #793) were a trio of notes
cited by the Counterfeit Detector of that period with the cryp-
tic message "Refuse all bearing bank No. 1496, Treasury Seal
165167." The three counterfeit bank notes carried identical
numbers, although they were different banks. Of additional
interest, it seems, Miles came by his talents naturally. His
father, George Ogle, and his brother, John Ogle, also were
counterfeiters.

An article in the Government Counterfeit Detector (Sept. 1879, Vol. XXVI-
II, #4, PP 35-42) John S. Dye Editor, treasury expert and proprietor (Figure
la), details the case. Its cover is shown in Figure 3a. Dye provides a colorful
narrative of the apprehension of Miles Ogle (alias George W. Ogle, alias J.F.
Oglesby, alias George W. Wilson) and the recovery of various stashes of Ogle's
counterfeited monies and plates Figure 3b. It describes the tedious undercover
detective work of Secret Service agents and the procedures they used to trap
Ogle and his accomplice, William Rhodes Johnston, shown in Figure 4, as well
as the counterfeiters' ultimate conviction by an U.S. District Court in
Pennsylvania. The entire article is quoted below. In addition to the counterfeit-

Figure la
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ing history provided in this article, you'll enjoy some history of the 19th
Century U.S. criminal justice system's fight against the counterfeiting of our
currency. It is fascinating reading:

THE DESPERADO COUNTERFEITER;
MAN OF MYSTERY;

ROBBER AND MURDERER;
MILES OGLE,

Alias
GEORGE W. OGLE, Alias J.F. OGLESBY,

Alias GEORGE W. WILSON.
The capture and conviction of John Peter McCartney, soon after

the appointment of James J. Brooks to be Chief of the Secret Service
Division of the United States Treasury Department, was the first great
and successful blow in the war of extermination, which that competent
and energetic officer has ever since directed against the allied forces of
the criminal fraternity of American Counterfeiters. When McCartney
was immured in the Indiana state's prison, North, at Michigan City, in
that state, the ablest and most competent coneyman left outside of prison
walls was Miles Ogle, whose desperate life and crafty
adventures with those of his relatives and partners, are the
subject of the succeeding pages.

Miles Ogle was born in 1841, in the state of New
York, of German parentage. The name of his father was
George Ogle and there were two sons, Miles Ogle and
John Ogle, who both followed the same course of life and
appear together in this comprehensive record. The Ogle
family moved West at an early date, being a roving tribe
and first became known to the detectives in the year 1862.
In that year George Ogle the father, procured a flat-boat
and embarking on the Ohio River, at a point near
Cincinnati or further up the stream, with his wife and two
sons Miles and John, started toward the Mississippi on an
expedition in which plunder seems to have been the most
important object.

At Portland opposite Louisville, Kentucky, the fami-
ly party was arrested, but discharged for want of evidence.
At Rockport, Indiana, still further down the river, they
were again suspected of robberies and an attempt was
made to arrest them. As the officer came on board the boat, Miles Ogle, 	 Figure la

then a young fellow about twenty-one years of age, pointed a gun at the
intruder's breast and shot him dead. For this, Miles was sentenced to five
years imprisonment in the Indiana State's prison, South, at Jeffersonville
in that state, a penalty, which the offender fully served out. It must be
supposed there were palliating circumstances in this case, or the extreme
penalty of the law for murder would have at once cut short the criminal
career thus ominously begun.

Having finished his term of five years in the Indiana state's prison,
Miles Ogle proved himself a worthy scholar of the school from which he
graduated. He almost immediately joined the infamous "Reno gang," a
combination of bandits and scoundrels that for years was the terror of all
Southern Indiana and actually subjected and tyrannized over whole coun-
ties in the most audacious and lawless manner. In 1868, Miles Ogle,
Frank Reno and Mike Rogers, were guilty of robbing the safe of the
Treasurer of Mills Co., Iowa, and were convicted and committed to
Sydney Jail in that county, from which they all presently escaped.
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The Reno gang, beside the Reno brothers who were finally lynched,
included many hard characters, such as Lyle Levi, Jefferson Rittenhouse,
Alike Rogers and others. Lyle Levi was the "boss" shover for Pete
McCartney for a long time and Jeff Rittenhouse was the husband of
Mazura or Missouri Rittenhouse, Lyle Levi's sister and mistress of the
Lyle headquarters at Osgood, Indiana, where McCartney as "the best
friend she had on earth," came often to arrange matters for many a jour-
neying queersman of the time.

It is not at all surprising that McCartney and Ogle should become
acquainted and that in 1868 and 1869, the two worked in partnership,
Ogle residing at Fort Wayne, Indiana, where he engaged in the constant
manufacture of counterfeits of the five dollar United States Treasury
Note, of the greenback variety, issue of March 10th, 1863, and the
Twenty Dollar United States Treasury Note of the greenback variety of
the issue of March 10th, 1862, from plates then just finished by the cleft
hands of "Professor Joseph Woods" in his true character as John Peter
McCartney.

Through his operations in partnership with McCartney, Miles Ogle
became known to the Operatives of the Secret Service Division, the
Treasuiy Department up to that time having but indefinite information
regarding him and his criminalities. Miles Ogle married Ida Johnston, a
daughter of George Johnston, Senior, the son of Charles Rhodes
Johnston, now over eighty years of age. The patriarch Charles lives about
three miles from Indianapolis, Indiana. His on George, was the father of
Charles Rhodes Johnston, 2nd, some thirty-two or thirty-five years of
age; of William Rhodes Johnston, now twenty-five years old; of George
Johnston Jr., aged seventeen, of Ira Johnston aged fifteen and of three sis-
ters, namely: Ida Johnston aged twenty-nine or thirty, now Mrs. Miles
Ogle, Laura Johnston and Lizzie Johnston the two last being some nine-
teen or twenty years old.

During a part of 1869 and 1870, "Pete" McCartney was as has been
recorded in his biography, at Rolla, Missouri, where Miles Ogle also
located with McCartney and did the printing of the counterfeit five dollar
United States Treasury Note, from McCartney's plates already described.
Ogle stole seventy-five thousand dollars of these notes from McCartney
and put them in the hands of dealers and shovers in Cincinnati, Ohio.
McCartney was driven away from Rolla by the intrusion of officers of the
law, as noted in Dye's Government Counterfeit Detector for August 1879,
page forty-second.

The partnership of McCartney and Ogle was broken up, no settle-
ment being effected and Ogle was next seen in Philadelphia Pa., where he
was known to those whose business it was to observe him, as the alleged
manufacturer of counterfeit notes. Still in 1870, a raid was made upon the
place on Seventh Street, where Ogle was said to carry on his criminal
industry. When the Operatives of the Secret Service entered the premises
where the "mill" was supposed to be, they found a press, a marking
machine, ink pot and scraps of bank note paper. The evidence that coun-
terfeiting was carried on there was strong but not positive, meanwhile the
proprietor of the illicit material escaped the vigilance of the Operative
and found green fields and pastures new in a distant part of the common-
wealth.

In 1871, Miles Ogle was arrested under the name of George W.
Wilson, at Pittsburgh, Pa., where an indictment and true bill was found
against him for counterfeiting, in October of that year; the charge against
him being the making and having a plate for printing counterfeits of the
five dollar United States Treasury Notes, and passing bills of that charac-



-A-s.e,'..2:-WT40.--A17.-... .,,S.«
4171)'1'4°41)4414",„ Nikr110.1,04.14Clattifilt

A.( 	js NEf 't7I'L'iltlii- 
*- Zile 4L(4,7

lt,ourev ;Ft! W.U40 .

4

P4A114241 00314
1;11be*TIZilli

74/✓
4-

Prr•

Paper Money • May/June 2007 • Whole No. 249   179

ter. The prisoner was admitted to bail and so getting at large, he kept out
of sight and forfeited his bonds, the Honorable Court not having the sat-
isfaction of seeing his countenance for several years.

The fugitive was described as a large stoutly built man, some thirty
years old, six feet high and weighing two hundred and thirty pounds, of
generally prepossessing appearance, with an intelligent look, his speech
slightly Teutonic and his manners those of an educated German. His hair
was a dark brown and inclined to curl, and he wore his whiskers carefully
trimmed around his face. He made a good subject for a picture and the
illustration at the head of this article is a good engraving from an excel-
lent photograph of him. Later he became somewhat intemperate in his
habits, drinking quite freely, a thing, which damaged his looks and
depraved still more his disposition; just as intoxication affects whoever is
betrayed into an infatuation of that kind.

There was a great difference between "Pete" McCartney and Miles
Ogle. The first although exceedingly shrewd and quick-witted, was some-
times reckless, seeming in some cases to almost enjoy being involved in
danger, because of the chance it gave his genius for trickery, bribery and

sharp practice, in getting clear. Ogle as became his German blood, was
more phlegmatic, careful and secretive. The man would have made a
first-class diplomatist, had his destiny called him to such a position.
Something interesting in illustration of his traits of character and method
of management will appear in its proper place farther on in this narrative.

As might have been expected, the whereabouts and whatabouts of
Miles Ogle, for a time after he forfeited his bail at Pittsburgh, Pa., in
1871, have not become matter of official record. From those who were
his comrades in crime and from their customers, comes the very probable
report, that he did not trouble himself with distant travel, but applied his
mind to the same pursuits as before, just as though courts and laws had
become "null, void and of no effect" in his sagacious case.

However on the twelfth of March 1873, Miles Ogle was again
arrested in Philadelphia, Pa.; for having engraved a set of plates for print-
ing counterfeits of the five dollar United States Treasury Notes; for hav-
ing the same in possession and for uttering and publishing counterfeits of
the five dollar United States Treasury Notes. He was taken before the
United States Commissioner and after examination held for trial in
default of twelve thousand dollars bail. May 23rd, 1873, the prisoner was
taken to Pittsburgh, Pa., to be tried on a charge of counterfeiting, under
the name of George W. Wilson, on an indictment already mentioned as
found against him in 1871, on which lie had forfeited his bail.

Figure 2a
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Ogle remained in Pittsburgh jail, until October 18, 1873, when hav-
ing surrendered to United States District Attorney Swoope, one set of
copper plates, in four pieces, for printing counterfeits of the five dollar
United States Treasury Notes and a set of steel plates, in two pieces, for
printing counterfeits of the "Spinner Head" variety of the fifty cent Notes
of the United States Fractional Currency, with a large amount of coun-
terfeit money, he was admitted to bail, upon the understanding that he
was to give aid in suppressing the crime in which he had been discovered
to be an expert.

Ogle persuaded District Attorney Swoope that the revelations he
made of the manner of counterfeiting, would enable the government to
put an end to that crime at once and forever, "a consummation devoutly
to be wished," but one even yet unattained, and as appears from recent
developments, as far removed at present as ever. Still that which Ogle
communicated in this way had great value doubtless at the time, and
moreover he pledged himself to assist effectually in the apprehension of
several distinguished counterfeiters and criminals then abroad and active
in various felonies.

Attorney Swoope admonished Ogle to quit his criminal career and
to keep his promises to the authorities, to all of which the culprit faithful-
ly and solemnly pledged himself, whereupon he was released on bail
October 18th, 1873. The information given by Ogle at this time led to
the arrest of several notorious queersmen and reprobates and subsequent-
ly he worked for a considerable time in co-operation with the officers of
the government, but finally withdrew from the honorable association and
was presently again involved in mystery.

Migrating from Pittsburgh, Ogle moved west and took up his resi-
dence first at Cincinnati, Ohio, and next at a place in the country not far
from that city, in the vicinity of a town or village called Cheviot. There
he rented a small farm and kept a country variety store, but whether petty
agriculture and retail trade were sufficient to monopolize his attention
and fully employ his talents, the reader must peruse the succeeding para-
graphs to discover. Chief H.C. Whitley and Col. Snelbaker were at one
time close upon his track, but just as they got him fairly located he took
the alarm and fled to parts unknown. Ogle was again seen in Cincinnati
soon after Bill Mills and Romain Lohrer were sent to the penitentiary,
though not implicated in any new crime.

Sometime about August 1876, there appeared a new counterfeit, of
the denomination of ten dollars, on the Richmond National Bank, of
Richmond, Indiana. Soon after, another counterfeit of the same denomi-
nation was issued, on Lafayette National Bank, of Lafayette, Indiana, and
in November of the same year still another, on the Muncie National
Bank, of Muncie, Indiana. These three counterfeit bills were evidently
from the same plates, the variations in the names of the banks and their
locations being created by artistic changes in the title lines of work.
Experts and Operatives of the Secret Service considered these bills the
handy-work of Miles Ogle, but he was so well under cover that no one
could find him, and so carefully arranged was his method of operations,
that it seemed impossible to discover from what source came the great
quantities of these counterfeit tens which were rapidly thrown into circu-
lation.

A plan was at one time arranged, by which the famous Henry C.
Cole, the counterfeiter, whose record appears in the March issue of Dye's
Government Counterfeit Detector, was to be made instrumental in locating
Ogle, and the history of the expedition as given by Cole himself, affords
an insight into the manner in which Ogle conducted his affairs and defi-
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nitely marks his character in more than one respect. Cole declined to take
money from those who urged his departure upon this errand, but under-
stood that he should be protected from unpleasant consequences, if by any
means captured with the disreputable company he sought.

It was known to Cole that one John McKernan, then living as a tav-
ern keeper at number eight-four East Front Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, had
long been a sort of guardian of Miles Ogle, and to him at this time an
application was made. Cole being a first-class coneyman was of course
treated with distinguished consideration, but the manner of his reception
shows but too plainly what would have befallen an ordinary mortal under
similar circumstances, had there been the least occasion given for suspi-
cion of his purpose.

Cole related to confidential parties that having arrived at Cincinnati,
Ohio, and seen John McKernan, he was able after a time, to satisfy those
to whom he was introduced, as to his purpose in seeking Ogle, and was
then taken by night, a long and rough ride over country roads, some forty
miles from the city, to a lonely place which he could not recognize. There
he was admitted into a closely guarded house and introduced to Miles
Ogle in the presence of a number of large, rough looking men, fellows to
whose hands the knives and pistols they carried were as familiar and ready
as their glasses and soup spoons.

Cole confessed himself abashed at the nature of his reception by
such company. He was a brave man, but if ever anyone had reason to be
intimidated, "Harry" C. Cole need not have been ashamed of his uneasi-
ness. It was not his style however to be taken aback by circumstances and
whatever the conditions, did not intend to conduct a business interview
under duress of fear. He took his measures accordingly and the result jus-
tified his coolness and decision.

One of the persons present at the above meeting states that Cole
after the first few minutes of general conversation upon different subjects,
said: "I have come a long and troublesome journey, gentlemen, to reach
this place. My object was to have a little conversation about business with
our friend, Mr. Ogle. I am not in the habit of talking private matters in
the presence of people who are strangers to me. None can have any rea-
son to fear me, I am here alone, a light, weak, delicate, unarmed man. Mr.
Ogle himself could crush my life out between his thumb and finger, in a
moment. Why, then, must all you solid men be around as if like so many
bears and lions, you were but waiting a sign to tear me to pieces and
devour me. If I can see Mr. Ogle alone and confidentially, I will satisfy
him, but I have no business with any crowd, and if I cannot be allowed my
own way, I shall have to take the road back to Cincinnati, whichever
course you send me. But I shall have wasted all my time and expense
money in that case and nobody will be any way better off or richer for my
coming."

The rest of Cole's talk was done to Miles Ogle alone and what was
said between the two, they alone can relate. Neither of them has been
communicative in that respect. When Cole returned from his journey, he
informed those who inquired, that he had seen Ogle; would not say what
he was doing and utterly refused to state where he met him. Cole never-
theless dropped a word of caution, as to the risk incurred by those who
undertook to travel the road he had just been safely over; but beyond this
and a vague hint or two, the distinguished queersman was silent. As unsat-
isfactory as all this was, nothing more seems to have been accomplished
until a change took place in the Management and Operatives of the Secret
Service.

In July 1876, James J. Brooks, became Chief of the Secret Service
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Division, and soon after the Operatives at Cincinnati, Ohio, were super-
seded by Estes G. Rathbone and F.C. Tuttle, and these two immediately
set sharply to work to rid their district of the ever active counterfeiters
who had so long infested that part of the countiv. On November 22nd,
1876, "Pete" McCartney, "The King of the Koniackers" was arrested at
Richmond, Indiana, and through the energy of Operative Rathbone
immured for fifteen years Wednesday, November 29, 1876, in the Indiana
state's prison, North, at Michigan City.

The next principal party was supposed to be Miles Ogle and much
time and considerable money was spent in efforts to discover his hiding
place. At last it came to the knowledge of the Operatives that Ogle has
been seen to visit the tavern of John McKernan, No. 84 East Front Street,
Cincinnati. They obtained an accurate description of their man from
headquarters and shadowed McKernan's house for more than a month, at
the end of that time their diligence was repaid by a sight of Miles Ogle as
he came to Mckernan's place. When Ogle left the tavern of his old friend,
he was followed to an extensive livery stable kept by "J.F. Oglesby" on the
east side of Freeman Street, between Wade and Liberty Streets in the
same city.

Ogle was then shadowed to a residence Number 242 Poplar Street,
which was found to be occupied by his brother-in-law William Rhodes
Johnston. There Ogle also made his home, at least he was there whenever
it suited his purposes. It was found that J.F. Oglesby the proprietor of the
livery stable on Freeman Street near Wade Street, was none other than
Miles Ogle himself, nor was this the only business in which he was active.
While the officers were shadowing him, he was detected in making sales
of counterfeit money at Brighton flats or Mill Creek bottom and also with
John McKernan at his tavern on East Front Street.

From the first of September 1876, to the 12th of November follow-
ing, he was at his livery stable almost continually. On the last day named
he disappeared. It was afterwards learned that on November 9th, 1876,
Miles Ogle rented a house near the Fair Grounds on Friend Street, at
Columbus, Ohio, where he and his wife remained a number of weeks, but
finally broke up as he assumed to have "business East." His wife presently
sold the household goods and removed to follow the uncertain fortunes of
her husband. It was supposed the Ogles used the Columbus house for
some part of their counterfeiting operations, as several jars, which had
contained chemicals, were found on the premises after their departure.

Early in January 1877, Miles Ogle again appeared at his usual haunts
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in the city of Cincinnati. He had been closely shadowed since September
1876, and evidence accumulated sufficient for his conviction for passing
and selling: he could have been arrested any number of times, but the cap-
ture was postponed in order to discover where he made the bills he dealt
in and so secure at once, the man, his tools and machinery, stock in trade
and confederates. Carefully as the watch on Ogle had been kept, he
seemed to have become uneasy and his guardians became apprehensive
lest he should slip away from them after all.

On Saturday evening, January 6th, about five o'clock, Operatives
Rathbone and Tuttle saw Ogle leave his home on Poplar Street, from
which he proceeded up the line of Railroad, across the Timanus Bridge to
Brighton flats or Mill Creek common or bottom not far from Brighton
House near the drove yards at Brighton Station, on the Cincinnati,
Hamilton and Dayton Railroad. Ogle had been traced to Brighton Station
before and was known to have his boodle carriers and customers among
the drovers who congregated at the yards and at the Brighton House.

When Ogle had got well along in his tramp towards Brighton flats,
his brother-in-law William Rhodes Johnston, came out from between two
freight cars of a train, which stood upon the railroad track and joined
company with him. It became evident to the Operatives who followed that
something important was about to occur and their hitherto careful obser-
vation was quickened by absorbing interest. The game had become a deep
one and experts on both sides were engaged in the movements. Ogle
always exceedingly cautious and ever alert, was evidently extra watchful
and in a dangerous mood, while his companion, keen as a weasel,
observed with sharp-eyed care every sign, which might indicate danger.
For all that, like well-trained professionals, they kept up an appearance of
carelessness and to an ordinary observer would have seemed two free and
easy comrades, out on a happy stroll, for exercise, and amusement.

Presently Ogle and Johnston left the railroad track and turned
towards a point on the Common where a large elm tree stood. It was
impossible to follow them further without detection and Rathbone and
Tuttle came to a stand between the freight cars, just as Johnston had hid-
den himself, some few moments before. Daylight was fast turning to dark-
ness and the forms of Ogle and Johnston soon became lost to distinct
view, amid the fast growing shadows of the uncertain landscape.
Obscurity favors concealment, but it favors skilled observation as well and
taking their own method, the Operatives became satisfied the men they
watched, were engaged in the nice business of "raising a plant:" a piece of
work which regardless of the seeming sense of the phrase, has nothing to
do with agriculture or floriculture, but consisted in digging out of the
ground what a plainsman or half-breed Indian would call a "cache" or
deposit of some sort. In this case there was small reason to doubt, that the
package they lifted from their excavation contained counterfeit money or
the means of making the same, very probably both the one and the other
together.

Ogle and Johnston started upon their return, and when they reached
the Railroad once more, Johnston carried a rough looking heavy valise
they had acquired possession of since passing that way some little time
before. The two men were more on their guard than ever and as the
smaller, Johnston, walked on with his burden, the almost gigantic Ogle
strode beside him with a look which gave warning to all who knew him or
mistrusted his business! If Ogle had been a common man, he would have
been arrested then and there, for Rathbone and Tuttle were among the
cars upon the track where he came upon it. But the man who shot an offi-
cer dead on sight, when a mere boy who kept a body guard of cut throats,
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as Cole had discovered, was not the character to provoke to a duel, with
man to man, in a locality in which he had more friends by far, than the
officers of the law could hope to rally before somebody was killed. As
manslaughter was not the mission of the Operatives, it is no reflection
upon their courage, but a compliment to their discretion, that they let
their men pass for the time and planned to capture them both alive and
secure the boodle without butchery.

Having managed so as to meet Ogle and Johnston when they came
upon the Railroad and made their own observations, the Operatives sud-
denly became very anxious to escape observation of them in return.
Rathbone and Tuttle got behind the cars and soiled their hands, faces and
clothes, then in the coolest style, began to work at the cars, this way and
that, as if the most faithful and preoccupied of the C.H.D.B. &
O.R.R.Co's lines! Ogle came close upon Rathbone, his hand upon his hip,
but taking the latter for what he seemed to be passed him with but a
glance under which however the Operative though outwardly imper-
turbable, was most keenly conscious of the fine points of the situation.

Ogle and Johnston directed
their steps toward the little Miami
Railroad depot in Cincinnati, to
which they were followed by
Rathbone and Tuttle, the Operatives
taking care that the men they fol-
lowed did not separate or part with
the mysterious valise which they car-
ried. At the depot named, Ogle and
Johnston purchased tickets for
Philadelphia Pa., and presently took
the 8:25 p.m. Pan-Handle train for
Pittsburgh, Pa. The Operatives, once
more transformed, as to appearances,
took the same train with the men
whose wake they had followed thus
far, and in close proximity the four
started on their journey eastward.

It will be remembered that
Miles Ogle had been admitted to bail
by District Attorney Swoope at
Pittsburgh, Pa., October 1873, upon
conditions. These conditions Ogle
had not observed, and his bail he had
forfeited. The circumstances sup-
plied a ready-made "case" against
him and the Secret Service
Operatives were sagacious enough to
know and realize all the advantage to
be gained by a capture in the com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, especial-
ly as they only surmised the nature of
evidence" they might find upon the

persons of Ogle and Johnston, or in
the valise to which the last party gave
such careful attention.

After the train left Steubenville
Station, which is near the western
State line of Pennsylvania, the

Figure 3a
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Operatives afterwards described as "an old man and young one"
approached the brakeman and one of them slipping a fifty cent scrip into
his hand, told him to let them know when they crossed the line into
Pennsylvania. The brakeman did as directed when the train had reached a
point near Collin Station, on the P.C. & St. L.R.R., and then Operative
Rathbone, the young man aforesaid, walked over to where Ogle sat apart
from Johnston and extending his right hand as if to an old acquaintance
said in a friendly manner, "How do you do, Mr. Hall."

Ogle extended his hand to shake, when quick as a flash of light,
Rathbone grabbed the proffered palm with his right hand and seized
Ogle's other hand with his left. Ogle struggled to release his left hand,
which he tried to get to his hip for his revolver in his pantaloons pocket.
Though called "young," Rathbone at this time weighed about one hun-
dred and ninety pounds, all meat, and was described as ''just about as full
of pluck as anyone could be." Greek met Greek, but the Operative had
the advantage, and beside was dexterous. When he brought his left hand
into action, it held a nice pair of steel hand-cuffs and before the passen-
gers in the same car realized there was anything uncommon going on,
Miles Ogle was arrested and sitting quietly in irons. It had been a long,
tedious, painstaking, pursuit, but the object warranted the effort, circum-
stances compelled the course taken, and the Secret Service man was nim-
ble enough, when at last the time for precaution was past and the nip and
tuck of the desperate game demanded swiftness and courage.

While this had been going on, Operative Frank C. Tuttle had gone
over to where William Rhodes Johnston was, about four seats to the rear,
and presenting his revolver at the head of the latter with word of com-
mand, "Hands up!" effected his capture without any trouble, by dint of
that plain and simple argument. Johnston, who was a slight, dapper gen-
tleman, submitted to be ironed without opposition, all the more quietly as
he saw his stalwart chief suddenly brought to bay and helpless prisoner in
the hands of the enemy.

The Operatives then searched the person of each of the prisoners.
Ogle was stuffed full of counterfeit money, having a package in every
pocket of his clothes. There was about two thousand dollars of the stuff
upon him, mostly in the Richmond, Lafayette and Muncie ten dollar
counterfeit bills he had been suspected of manufacturing. The Operatives
also took from Ogle a book of bank checks, and when this was found he
said: "You will find a little money there to my credit;" meaning he had
money in the bank named on the checks, and this was the only word he
saw fit to speak during the entire performance. Nothing was found upon
Johnston, except some trinkets of no great value and of no account in any
charge against him.

While the search was going on the train ran into a tunnel and when
it came out one of the passengers found a goodly roll of counterfeit bills
near the seat occupied by Johnston; this money was a package he managed
to throwaway during the moments the train and all concerned were in the
dense darkness of the underground passage. The valise, which had been
dug up at Brighton flats, was found in the hand of Johnston when
Operative Tuttle came upon him as has been related. Johnston saw
Rathbone when he laid hands upon Ogle, and having instructions from his
leader to throwaway the valise in case of arrest, began breaking the win-
dow of the car and would have flung his baggage out upon the roadside
but for the quickness of Tuttle in making the capture. During the entire
proceedings young Johnston spoke never a word, and the observing pas-
sengers sent to the newspapers statements that the four men seemed to
have a perfect understanding of each other and went through the whole
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business as if it were a set piece in a drama and had been rehearsed any
number of times.

The search being over and the valise taken possession of, a warrant
for their arrest was read to the prisoners and an Operative sat down beside
each of them until the train arrived at Pittsburgh, Pa., on the morning of
January 8th 1877. Upon reaching the city at the Union Depot, the four
men left the cars quietly and took a carriage up Grant Street to Seventh
Avenue, down the avenue to Smithfield Street and so on the Robinson
House, where they took rooms and having their breakfast sent up to them,
made themselves safe and comfortable for a short time. The newspapers
noted the arrival of the mysterious party and from the sudden activity of
the officials of the United States Court, inferred an affair of importance.
Ogle at once sent for Thomas M. Marshall, Esq., who had been his attor-
ney for five years and had defended him before District Attorney Swoope,
in 1873. To Mr. Marshall both Ogle and Johnston entrusted their case,
having every reason to rely upon his skill and faithfulness in their very
critical circumstances.

The Operatives then ordered a carriage, which having arrived, the
prisoners were taken to Dabb's Photograph Rooms 174 Liberty Street,
where the photographs were taken from which the engravings of Ogle and
Johnston, which appear on these pages, have been reproduced. By about
eleven o'clock a.m., the party with their baggage consisting of one valise
and a quantity of personal effects appeared in the Government Building
and were taken to the office of the United States District Attorney, Henry
H. McCormick, where some important disclosures took place.

The valise, which had been taken with Johnston, was acknowledged
by Ogle to be his property and he tried to create the impression that the
bearer of the same was ignorant of the nature of its contents. It was a stout
valise or satchel, securely tied with cords and coated with asphaltum, to
keep out water. The contents were, a set of plates for printing counterfeit
ten dollar National Bank Notes, on the Richmond, Lafayette, Muncie, Figure 3b

-ork City,
11evi:Yotivtlity„

New ark City
NoviYoiik •City,
Neti:T59:k Ciiy
1ctiityi.York: City .

Yev41-tai 1)4;
vaw.. ark City,

N. Yi

N.
Pougble¢I>Ble N.
t'ouglik9469; t. 'Ls
Poq41i1;41,36;.
Svrilculo;..-N;.*Y;	 .•

y
•

11,k.„11bi,terN.... 	 .
r(oiNY

1'1.4y, N. Y.
11 akiug, 
Makin

ri,iln.00,0ba;

1

COITY1'1110.,EITS,

PR4FLI.N7i1W...114TIOL5'.31,L
114V.VIOW1..,:3321.NE:

kt'1%;:::0"a: .0r.....i.1141.1'..41'1ViT,F,z .(,),E t.
,1,g 

T,
	NATIC:07A 1.014:911:1.

:11,1:411C.

ABSNY. :. 1103(... RATItikr.kt. , BAWK.
AIIMAS.:(111T.ICA1.401■741% , PI

N
13A.N1i;

1aI 111 sip 	 F.g4i!

•liY11411n4E.SÄT1ONAT,..1A141i.
11VZ/NrIOTA.1.. , B INK

illSrliATI 0$51.:
P	 it.:-WAVONAT3,74Akia.
1,..1,01/1.4 :pi ty .14.710X:k.1"; BOK.:

_ 4	 lattlii1. CO. N4.1' IONA L. BANK.
I) -17.1130N:11, TANK'.

1\1 ryi;li .1.i..V.flONAh BAN1C,
,Ai„117!,. I MI' "k17,1130,g.,11, '13.4..N
11101.1MOND d71I'(N1T, 11ANIC

. 1;111*.11E, NATLOK,AL:
Pi ROT .NATIOIOAL.,13ANK:

EIIRD XAT1011.1.i . . 1131Nli.
• • 	 •

20 51‘'

1'213
)11k

291:.

1 75;•: .

1305.

11•
732
..19 • ;
vt220
on

P.111,T2
- 	 •

AU409714,..1840
	. , 	 : .6.0tiPf11.7 1,..1888
	3 e*.ic ; 14468.5 	 . '	 .::1,4840,14,31886

	

J ulie 1,..1895 .:	 -.4ti8iiii114; ..1'900 -

	

M....1" 1'2, 1.565 	 A vauiT .1',.. 1861
A vieiAil; .:11166

	

.1,,,.::- 1, 1M5	 A etlek.T1," 1888
31.1elusx '1,, .: 1808

	- 1 1 i165 	 Aud,rst..14 .1846
J il,(,' 1, 1 8335,. S. .kile.ter, .1808

.2itei
 .

	

., .: 	 3,:p 	 1860

	

3,,T,T 20, 1888. 	 '	 34-.i.r4.0;488.0

	

MAY. 0: 1665 '... 	 301/411,Y"  1860

	

■TtlIV; . ,1064 	 ''','' : 	 j."117rMiro".1)06

	

.101.1001k-,115,% 	 ,	 JA.2:11,6,141,.' 187a-
	3th,i,- 5; 1864 ..	 Dice. er., .1870

	

.ti.uo'rdf li 1885' 	 J esen.er.;:1860

	

Pen.' 201:863 ... 	 keougl;' 1860
	:.:.Fp.4. 20,, 1885 . 	 Atiersi:;.1, 1886

'.',	 .	 ' .'..... 	 J'Ai6LiA,,-1870

	

a ei,..1 1, 1866	 Je..N.i,.SitY • 1870'.. 	 . . 	 ,.
3-A107.IR1-,i,1070

	Jinx I, 1865 '	 JA ev..i.et,4869
	, .:111A:V. 10	 95., 18	 At; 011-.3i..3, ;13188

	

Auer 1, 1, 15165 	 Auc...,,,,z1; 1816

	

ILkiicit 15, 19(3 . 	J.,:in.4.nii.- 7 1877
	, ,' ..1)Ril 22: 1874 -	 3 kInTeRi, 7, , 1877

	

.": Fee.. 14 -,- 1880 	 • : 	 JA.Yzir..iity 7.,,..j8v

	

Fee. 20,- 1804•. 	 .1,t104ir;', 1807

	

FRB. 20, 1894. ;-' 	 JA40?.i. R.Y; 13137



188   May/June • Whole No. 249 • Paper Money

and about forty other National Banks of Indiana. The original Richmond
counterfeit engraved plate was part of the lot, with the border and center
back of the same, the red seal plate and forty-three electrotype plates from
the ten dollar plates, for the numerous changes above mentioned. Also a
set of plates for printing counterfeits of fifty cent Notes of the United
States Fractional Currency, bearing the "Dexter Head;" with fifty-two
electrotypes from the same, for printing such currency in sheets. Beside
counterfeit money of the ten dollar National Bank Notes and fifty cent
currency, to the nominal amount of $5,775.50.

Thus the Secret Service Division was placed in possession of all the
plates for printing counterfeits of ten dollar notes, either of the Treasury
or National Banks. The counterfeit money found in the valise, with that
taken upon the prisoners, amounted to nearly eight thousand dollars.
Soon after the interview with District Attorney McCormick, the prisoners
were taken before United States Commissioner Gamble, where they
waived a hearing and were committed to jail, for trial at the February term
of the United States District Court, in default of $20,000 bail required
from each of them.

Having concluded their business in so satisfactory and prompt a
manner, Operatives Rathbone and Tuttle returned at once to Cincinnati,
Ohio, and arrested John McKernan and his wife Bridget McKernan, the
head of an extensive and long active gang of shovers, old friends of Ogle
and heavy buyers of counterfeit money from him. McKernan was caught
through the discoveries of detective Thomas McGovern, who became
familiar with the Rittenhouse, Levi, Lee, family at Osgood and vicinity
and getting into their dangerous confidence, followed up the business
with such shrewdness and courage, that Operative Rathbone not only was
enabled to lay bands upon all these parties for good cause, but saw them
safely landed at last in prison under various sentences, a few months after
Ogle and Johnston were safe in jail at Pittsburgh.

Ogle when in the hands of Rathbone at Pittsburgh, in order to make
capital and win favor, told that Operative that near where the valise had
been dug up on Brighton flats there was another "plant," he having buried
several thousand dollars of counterfeit money by the old elm tree which
was a feature of that landscape. As soon as they had completed the busi-
ness growing out of the arrest of the McKernans and their party,
Rathbone and Tuttle went out to Brighton flats and located the plant
from the directions they had received. There was however an overflow at
the time from Mill Creek, over the flats, which prevented them from dig-
ging thereabout. When the flood subsided they went out again, but this
time the sod was hard frozen. They however secured the services of an
expert--with a pickaxe, in an Irishman from McLean Avenue, who after
considerable hard work, dug up a sealed tin bucket and a large can. The
spot where these were found was about half a mile north of Brighton
Station, near the Cincinnati, Hamilton and Dayton Railroad tracks.

The Operatives at once took possession of the bucket and can and
prepared for a return to town, paying the laborer a dollar for his trouble.
They had parried the Irishman's inquisitiveness by the statement that
there were great quantities of jewelry buried there and when the deposit
was actually found, the mind of the laborer was fairly upset. He would not
leave his employers, but demanded a half of the treasure trove. The
Operatives then told him in good faith, the bucket and can contained
counterfeit money. This imaginative son of Erin utterly refused to believe
and insisted that he was entitled to at least one-quarter of the prize, what-
ever its character. To satisfy him, the Operatives advised the Irishman to
leave his tools in a safe place and come to headquarters with them and see
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the bucket and can opened, which he agreed to do, still insisting upon the
injustice done him by their refusal to make a division in the matter. He
started to accompany them and at Harrison Avenue they got in Number
18 green car of the Baymiller Street line of horse cars, while he went into
a bar room, as the Operatives supposed to leave his pick and shovel for
safe-keeping.

In a moment the car started down town and was followed by a big
burly policeman named John Shatzman, who boarded it and taking a seat
alongside of Rathbone demanded in a very authoritative tone, to know
what was in the tin vessels between his feet. The Operatives told him the
facts and showed him their commissions; Shatzman was inexorable how-
ever and insisted upon taking them before Superintendent of Police
Colonel Wood. The Operatives thought fit to be "taken in" and at the
Ninth Street Station House, took their bucket and can to a safe place and
opened them before Colonel Wood, when they were found filled with
counterfeits of the fifty cent Notes of the United States Fractional
Currency of the "Dexter Head" Series. Of course the Operatives were at

once courteously dismissed and taking their prize to headquarters
found they had $8,541.00 of fifty cent currency notes of the Ogle
manufacture; the same having been buried by him. This last find
raised the amount of counterfeit money taken with Ogle, to
$14,316.50. In all one hundred and ten counterfeit plates were
captured in the same connection and over three hundred persons
criminally implicated and brought to punishment first and last.

The Grand Jury found true bills against Miles Ogle and
William Rhodes Johnston, charging them with having in posses-
sion the counterfeit plates and money already described and a time
was fixed for the trial, which took place at the February, 1877,
Term of the District Court of the United States for the Western
District of Pennsylvania, held at Pittsburgh. The case was one of
peculiar interest and one of the most important of its kind ever
tried. His Honor Judge Winthrop W. Ketchum presided at the
sessions; Henry H. McCormick, United States District Attorney
and Assistant United States District Attorney George C. Wilson,
conducted the prosecution; while Thomas M. Marshall, Esq.,
appeared for the defendants.

The case was opened for the government, by Assistant
District Attorney Wilson, who stated to the jury what he expected

Figure 4 to prove. Estes G. Rathbone Operative of the Secret Service, was the first
witness called; Frank C. Tuttle also an Operative of the Secret Service was
next examined. Being sworn, these witnesses testified substantially to the
facts of the arrest of Ogle and Johnston as detailed in the forgoing pages.
The case of Ogle was hopeless from the beginning, but Mr. Marshall
made the best terms possible for such a hardened offender and tried faith-
fully to clear the young man Johnston. On February 23rd, 1877, Miles
Ogle was found guilty of the charge against him, and sentenced to con-
finement at hard labor in the Western Penitentiary, at Allegheny, Pa. for
the term of eight (8) years and to pay a fine of eight thousand dollars
($8,000). William Rhodes Johnston was convicted and sentenced to two
years imprisonment and to pay a fine of two thousand dollars ($2,000).

We can speculate that Miles Ogle's ten-dollar counterfeit note from the
Muncie National Bank (Figure 2a) may have been part of a cache discussed in
this article. Perhaps it was among the $5,775.50 in counterfeit notes that he and
his accomplice dug from the ground near the large elm tree and carried in the
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waterproof satchel to the railroad train they boarded in Cincinnati. They were
arrested, with the satchel, after the train entered Pennsylvania. This ten-dollar
counterfeit note could have been among the estimated $2,000.00 found stuffed
in Ogle's pockets. Or the passenger who found the ejected evidence might have
pilfered a single bill from the large roll found on the floor near Johnston's seat
after the railroad car emerged from a tunnel. There are many possibilities of
how this note evaded the ultimate destruction of Ogle's counterfeit products.
We can't solve the mystery, but it is interesting to speculate. The single Muncie
National Bank counterfeit Series 1875 $10.00 National Banknote is now hidden
in an envelope, attached to a page of the bound Government Counterfeit Detector
(Sept 1879 Vol. XXVIII, #4).

This document of 1879 has served as an Obituary for these counterfeit ten
dollar notes. Thanks to the Secret Service. Our imagination can only embellish
what history of interest has taken place in the intervening One Hundred and
Thirty Years.

Response to Letter to the Editor in re. Stephen Zarlenga's article
Dear Editor Reed,

Mr. Stephen Zarlenga authorized this response to a letter to the editor written by R. Shawn Hewitt and published in
the Nov/Dec issue of Paper Money. As a student of monetary history and a collector of paper money I wanted to make these
comments. First, Mr. Hewitt is right in saying that Fed cannot take the full blame for multi-factorial social ills like child
mortality and arms proliferation. The financial system (in which the Fed plays a big part) cannot be ignored either when it
comes to social questions, but these postulations are probably better discussed in a different forum.

This issue aside, I would argue that Zarlenga's article on the Federal Reserve and his thesis statement that this organi-
zation is controlled privately is absolutely appropriate for scholarly dialog [i.e. in places like Paper Money]. We challenge
anyone (in an academically-spirited way) to make the case that the Fed is part of the U.S. Government directed by
Congress. Critical comments on articles posted on our website and on Stephen Zarlenga's major work The Lost Science of
Money are always welcome. Having attended two AMI conferences with expert presenters from all over the world, I can
assure this readership of the utmost credentials of our organization.

As a collector of Federal Reserve Notes, I am fascinated that in 1929 three different types of notes with different
obligations were circulating at the same time. I am fascinated that a note's artwork in the form of national imagery is
designed to instill confidence in the people, because in times past, the people did not "trust" paper money. I view paper
money as a contract -- a promise to pay. I collect paper money as evidence of political and financial history as it relates to
the average citizen in his/her everyday transactions.

I would like to acknowledge that without paper money, the economics that allowed advancements in technology and
civilization would never have taken place. Paper money is one of the most important instruments of civilization and its use
and issuance should be understood by all citizens of a democratic nation.

Respectfully submitted, 	 -- Matthew Hajzl, AMI member

To which Stephen Zarlenga adds:

The root problem in our money system leading to the skewed distribution of wealth is not fiat money, as the gold
enthusiasts would tell us: The problem is the private issue of fiat money, a process which takes place under the control of
the Federal Reserve's fractional reserve system.

-- Stephen Zarlenga, AMI director

Currency Conservation & Attribution LLC
To learn more about this holder:

• go to www.csacca.com
• email us at info©csacca.com
• or mail us at CC&A LLC, P.O. Box 2017, Nederland, CO 80466

CC&A


	Counterfeit National Bank Note Survives Its Reported Obituary

