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The Origin of Bank Note Vignettes - #1
"The Young Angler"

by Walter D. Allan, FCNRS*

S OURCES OF THE IMAGES ENGRAVED FOR USE ON BANK
notes and other documents is quite diverse, including photographs of
people and places, from statues, from illustrations in books and journals,
from paintings, and even from engravings previously made to illustrate

stories in books of the early 19th century.
The vignette in this article was simply used as a decorative addition in an

issue of The Ladies Repository in 1857. This series of books were devoted to
Literature and Religion and though published monthly they are generally found
bound into a yearly format. The engraving shown above (Figure 1) was found
opposite page 512 in the 1857 volume. It shows a young boy and his sister sit-
ting on the bank of a small river with a fishing pole attached to a float hoping to
catch a fish. Behind them stands his Mother holding another child. There is an

* FCNRS refers to a Fellow of The Canadian Numismatic Research Society. This
is the first in a series about the Origin of Bank Note Vignettes



:j4, 10el!N v	 yr :4 ry  r,\

Prtlit Roy

• 	,

aFIVE ME VI VE If E _um

156  	 March/April • Whole No. 248 • Paper Money

old mill on the opposite bank of the river. This engraving made after a paint-
ing "The Little Anglers" by H. Le Jeune, engraved by F.E. Jones especially for
The Ladies Repository. Henry LeJeune (1819-1904) was a romantic English
painter, and a drawing master at the Royal Academy. He was noted for his sen-
timental depictions of children. Fitz Edwin Jones reproduced paintings, such
as those of LeJeune's more famous contemporary Sir Edwin Landseer, and also
engraved portraits from daguerreotypes. He is represented in the National
Portrait Gallery

A commentary by the editor, (on page 575) Rev. D.W. Clark D. D. gives
an interesting contemporary view of fishing and is as follows:

THE FIRST FISH
We never could make a successful angler, and long since gave up

the effort. To sit upon some projecting rock or old log, or to stand
with feet under water on some low sand-bar, hour after hour, intently
watching for a nibble, is more than our human nature was ever able to
endure. We can not say how much sport we may have lost, or, rather,
missed by this infirmity, for we don't know. But judging of it by the
keen zest of your real angler, we conclude it must have been immense.

Angling, according to Christopher North, is the first among field

Figure 2 sports 'in the order of nature.' We have before us the 'Young Angler.'
The young angler commences his illustrious career, perhaps, armed
with a thread of no great length from his mother's spool, and a
crooked pin firmly secured by the head of the end of it. With these
formidable weapons he stands by the wash tub, containing, to his imag-
ination, an immense depth of water, and desperately and persistently
angles for a bite where there is neither bait nor fish. Not alone, gentle
reader, in this kind of angling is the unsophisticated child. Tens of
thousands in active life angle with as little judgment and to as little
purpose.

But the angler a little more advanced, the veritable 'Young
Angler,' claims our attention. There he stands--not the angler in our
picture--on the low bridge crossing a brook. This little brook has its
`back-water' and 'still-water' occasioned by eddies and obstructions.
There is 'still water" and of quite a depth under the bridge. So our
young angler has a chance. His rod, of no great length, has been care-
fully peeled and smoothed; his line, homespun, twisted and doubled
with great effort and after repeated failures; his bait, the impaled worm
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writhing in its agony. Thus armed, the young angler stands and waits
for 'a bite'. What earnest, engrossing hope is painted upon his counte-
nance; time flies uncounted; school, books--all the world is forgotten--
so intent for a bite. It comes! Quick as lightening the hapless minnow
shoots up from its element over the head of the young angler and lands
remote from the water among the bushes or the grass. Caught a real
fish! Two inches long it may be made by a liberal measurement; a
quarter of an ounce it may weigh! But he has caught a fish! What tri-
umph on his brow! What exultation in his looks! How he eyes the
poor victim of his art, the beautiful gloss of its scales, the symmetry of
its form, the beautiful taper of its extreme! He clutches it firmly in his
hand, lest it should escape. With the speed of the wind he hies himself
to his house, bearing aloft the trophy of his skill. All in the house,
father, mother, sisters, brothers and even Bridget--she of plum-cake
and apple-pie memory--and 'the hired man' must listen to the story of
his success and admire the beauty of the captured minnow.

Don't smile at the enthusiasm of our young hero; he has caught
his first fish. It may be small in your eye, but not so in his. It may
seem to you worthless, but not so to him. Nor is it. A new element of
enterprise and success is developed in the lad. The spirit is stirred; the
consciousness of power to achieve--which is the great element of suc-
cess--has been begotten. He will yet fish in broader seas, and draw
from their stormy depths grander evidence of his power. This little
feat, then, possesses a moral significance worthy of our regard. It is a
prophecy of noble enterprise and heroic achievement.

This charming engraving from The Ladies Repository was quite
likely the model for the bank note vignette used on the $5 note of the
Bank of Mannassa, Front Royal, Virginia (Haxby VA-85 G2a)
engraved for the American Bank Note Co. (Figure 2). The mother
and child have been omitted and the old mill has been altered. A bas-
ket and tiny boat have been added in the foreground. The boy's hat
has been altered and a small bridge has been added to the right of the
mill. A remounted die proof without any die No. or imprint is shown
in Figure 3.

Figure 3
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