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Hist
Relocated, Renamed

Museum of American Finance
previews new digs with salute

to Alexander Hamilton
January 11, 2007

By Kristin Aguilera

Visitors to the Museum of American Finance's new home at 48 Wall Street will ascend this magnificent staircase to the building's

Grand Mezzanine (Alan Schindler, Photographer)
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WHEN THE BANK OF NEW
York opened its first building at

48 Wall Street in 1797, New York's
first bank instantly attracted attention.
And although the building that cur-
rently stands at 48 Wall is not the
original, but the third Bank of New
York headquarters on the site, it will
once again welcome an excited public
in 2007 as the new home of the
Museum of American Finance.

The Museum, an affiliate of the
Smithsonian Institution, plans to open
in its new location in spring 2007 but
will preview the space at a symposium,
cocktail reception and silent auction on
January 11. The event will be a cele-
bration of the life of Alexander
Hamilton, the first U.S. Secretary of
the Treasury and, appropriately, a
founder of the Bank of New York.
This event will also serve as the unveil-
ing of the first of the Museum's per-
manent exhibits, which will be a feder-
alist-style room paying tribute to both
Hamilton and the Walton House,
where the Bank of New York first con-
ducted business in 1784.

Left: Watercolor rendering of Museum
entrance at 48 Wall Street. Below: Design
rendering of the Museum's Grand
Mezzanine, housing permanent exhibits
on Capital Markets, Money, Banking,
Entrepreneurship, and Alexander
Hamilton. (Both, credit: C&G Partners)

John Herzog, founder and
chair of the Museum, said the
48 Wall Street address is ideal
not only for its Downtown loca-
tion, but for its architecture and
history.

"In planning the Museum's
move to larger quarters, we felt
it was important to choose a site
with historic significance,"
Herzog said. "And perhaps
there is no more fittinc , a home
for the Museum of American
Finance than the former head-
quarters of New York's first
bank, which was founded by
Alexander Hamilton, creator of
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Above: The "Alexander Hamilton Room" exhibit will pay trib-

ute to our first Secretary of the Treasury, and to the living

room of the Walton House, where the Bank of New York first

conducted business. Right: Close-up rendering of the capital

markets exhibition. (Both, credit: C&G Partners)

our nation's financial system."

48 Wall Street is located in the heart of New York's
financial district on the corner of Wall and William
Streets, just one block east of the New York Stock
Exchange. The Museum will occupy 30,000 sq. ft. of
space on three floors of the 36-story landmark building.
The main exhibition space will be located in the build-
ing's former banking hall on the Grand Mezzanine
level, opening directly onto Wall Street. This space
features 30-foot ceilings, magnificent windows, arched
wall panels with murals depicting various aspects of
commerce and banking, and an elaborate marble stair-
case and floors. The Museum's other two floors will
feature a 250-seat auditorium, a state-of-the-art educa-
tional facility, library, archives, and offices.

The large exhibition space will allow for the display
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of both permanent and temporary
exhibitions, and progress on exhibit
designs and content is well underway.
This article shows watercolor render-
ings of some of the Museum's
planned exhibitions, designed by the
prestigious New York-based design
firm C&G Partners.

The permanent galleries will
allow people of all ages to learn about
the capital markets, the exchanges in
New York and around the world,
money, banking, entrepreneurship

Above: Close-up of cases in the money exhibition. Below: The

Wall Street side of the Museum will be an interactive exhibit on

entrepreneurship. Right: Close-up rendering of one of the stations

in the entrepreneurship exhibit. (All, credit: C&G Partners)

and the brilliance of
Alexander Hamilton in creat-
ing America's economic sys-
tem. The exhibitions will
contain gems from the
Museum's collection, as well
as some of the latest techno-
logical gadgets in the financial
field. Historic photographs,
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colorful graphics and engaging interactives
will lead visitors to learn firsthand the bene-
fits of investing. Temporary exhibitions will
highlight both historic and contemporary
subjects.

The announcement of the Museum's
new home was made in tandem with that of a
recent name change from the Museum of
American Financial History to the Museum
of American Finance. Executive Director
Lee Kjelleren said the Board felt the new
name better reflects the Museum's growing
commitment to its role as a guardian of
America's collective financial memory, and as
an interpreter and explicator of current finan-
cial issues.

"Modifying our name and moving into a
magnificent new facility are momentous
milestones in our quest to build the Museum
into a national institution of distinction,"
Kjelleren said. "Our new home on Wall
Street will enable us to expand our reach sig-

Above right: The largest of the Museum's perma-

nent exhibits will be about the capital markets,

and will line the William Street side of the exhibi-

tion space. Right: Upon entering the Museum's

exhibition space, visitors will be greeted by inter-

active towers on the major exchanges. Below

right: Rendering of the Museum Shop.

(All, credit: C&G Partners

nificantly, giving New Yorkers, as well as
national and international visitors, the tools
they need to lead more financially secure
lives."

The Museum's move from its small quar-
ters in the Standard Oil building at 26
Broadway was prompted by rising demand
for its programs and services in recent years.
As financial literacy becomes an increasingly
important component of middle and high
school curricula, the Museum has renewed its
emphasis on financial education — from
teaching responsible saving and investment
habits and encouraging entrepreneurship to
explaining how the capital markets work.

The financial education center, located
on the building's concourse level, will be a
collaborative effort with the National
Council on Economic Education (NCEE)
and will combine classroom space with inter-
active kiosks and displays. Various symposia
and televised issue debates are also planned. v
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Please join the MUSEUM of AMERICAN FINANCE to

CELEBRATE the BIRTHDAY of

ALEXANDER HAMILTON
Thursday, January 1 1 th, 2007

48 Wall Street, New York

Please join us for this special event to honor Alexander Hamilton. The program will include
a symposium featuring Hamilton scholars and authors, a cocktail reception and silent
auction, the Museum's new Alexander Hamilton Room, period  music, costumed actors, and
behind-the-scenes tours of the Museum's new home. 

Tickets:
$100 Auditor, includes regular Museum membership
$150 Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, includes

Smithsonian level membership

$500 Secretary of the Treasury, includes two tickets

and Hamilton level membership

$1,000 Corporate Sponsor, includes 10 tickets to event

Hamilton Symposium 5:00 — 6:15 pm
Cocktail Reception 	 6:00 — 8:00 pm
Silent Auction 	 4:00 — 8:00 pm 

For information or to purchase tickets,  please call Kristin Aguilera at 212-908-4695 or
e-mail kaguilera@financialhistory.org

www.financialhistog.org MIJSEIIM4AMERICAN FINANCE 48 Wall Street, New York, NY 1000541111-2 	In association with the Smithsonian Institution 	
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