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Englishmen Printed
Much Confederate Currency

By Brent Hughes

FOR SEVERAL YEARS BEGINNING ABOUT 1880, THERE WAS
a revival of interest in the American Civil War. As career Army
and Navy officers retired after 20 or more years of service, they
were contacted by book publishers eager to market their memoirs.

Some of these books were actually produced by professional ghost
writers who were not above embellishing the war records of their subjects.
This practice soon brought howls of protest from other military men who
knew better. Newspapers had a field day with their letters to the editors.
Confederate veterans in particular became outraged about fictitious
accounts of battles they had been in and a lot of name calling resulted.

Eventually the memoir mania subsided, but the public still had an
interest in other war activities which newspapers tried to cover. In
December, 1896, a reporter for the New York Sun learned that the manag-
er of a local printing firm had emigrated from England during the Civil
War to take a job printing paper money for the Confederacy. The reporter
interviewed the businessman who still had a good memory of events of 34
years before. The resulting article appeared in the December 13, 1896,
issue of the Sun under the title "Making Rebel Money -- An English
Lithographer Tells How It Was Done."

About 1950, Dr. L. Miles Raisig was conducting research on the
Confederate Treasury Department in the Brooklyn, N. Y. Public Library
when he discovered an old newspaper article. He subsequently published
his edited version in the August, 1951, issue of The Numismatist magazine.
I am indebted to Dr. Raisig for the use of his article.

We will digress at this point to explain the situation which brought
the Englishman to America. By the fall of 1861,
Secretary Christopher Memminger
knew that he was caught in an
impossible situation. The new gov-
ernment needed massive amounts
of paper money but there were vir-
tually no manufacturing facilities to
produce it. The South had little
printing equipment, few paper
mills, few suppliers of ink and relat-
ed supplies, and few competent
engravers and printers.

Memminger sent agents all
over the South looking for print
shops capable of making paper
money quickly. In desperation he
turned to a Richmond firm named
Hoyer and Ludwig which succeeded
in producing a lot of crude litho-
graphs which nobody liked.
Counterfeiters quickly copied the
low-quality notes and made matters
worse.

The decision to move the

Confederate Treasury

Below: As a security measure, the red
"Palmetto" stamp was applied to the
corner of some sheets of paper used for
Confederate notes and bonds. Usually
only a portion of the stamp remained
after the notes were trimmed from the
sheets, as shown on this $50 note of
the 1864 issue (CSA Type 66). English
printer John Hodge stated that this
stamp was applied by the paper mills in
England before the sheets were export-
ed to the Confederacy, but we now
know that he was mistaken. The stamp
was actually applied by employees of
the Confederate Treasury Note Bureau.

Editor's note: When Brent Hughes
died several years ago, a number of his
articles remained unpublished and on
hand. This is one of those.
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Confederate capital from Alabama to Virginia had been politically correct
but militarily unwise. Richmond was vulnerable to attack by Union forces
and Memminger knew that whatever printing facilities he might set up
would have to be located farther south. He chose Columbia, S. C. because,
as a native of that state, he knew the area well.

The Treasury Secretary decided to call upon several trusted friends
from his pre-war days to help solve his problems. Two of them were John
Walker and Major Benjamin F. Evans, partners in the well-regarded
Charleston printing firm of Walker, Evans and Cogswell.

Essentially cut off from supplies from the North, Memminger realized
that almost everything he needed to set up a Treasury Note Bureau in
Columbia would have to be imported from Europe. Britain prided itself on
being the merchant to the world and was eager to sell the Confederacy
whatever it might need. Britain and France both needed cotton to keep
their large textile industries running, so they looked favorably on any pur-
chasing agents who came calling. Several, including Walker and Evans,
showed up with substantial funds with which to buy supplies and hire
printers to man the presses. The rest of our story comes from the newspa-
per article unearthed by Dr. Raisig.

The young printer mentioned in the article was John Hodge, who in
1862 was only 24 years old but had already been working for eight years as
a journeyman printer for a large lithographing firm in London named
Straker and Sons. Hodge recalled the company name as Charles Straker
and Sons, but Dr. Raisig believes it was actually S. Straker and Sons, a
firm which did much business with the Confederacy throughout the war.

Straker was evidently also a distributor for the various suppliers of
presses, lithographic stones, inks, paper and the many other things
required for large scale production. Executives of the company welcomed
Major Evans when he arrived in London and took him on a tour of their
plant. Word soon spread among the younger men that Evans was the
answer to their long-suppressed desire for adventure. If Evans was hiring
printers, they were ready to go.

Hodge said that he went to his superiors and asked if he might meet
with Evans to discuss the matter. Straker evidently had a large number of
printers and an active apprenticeship program, so they approved the
request. Hodge and 10 others were invited to meet with Evans at his hotel
where they learned that the job paid $20 a week in gold plus a generous
piece-work bonus. All the men signed contracts and received expense
money to cover their journey to America.

The group left London on May 19, 1862, aboard the ship Leopard of
Glasgow. The vessel had obviously been chartered by Major Evans because
the Englishmen and three Confederate officers were the only passengers.
The ship was also carrying a large number of crates and barrels with addi-
tional cargo being added at Cardiff and Queenstown before it headed across
the Atlantic for Bermuda. Major Evans also boarded at Cardiff.

In Bermuda, more cargo was added before the ship left for Nassau in
the Bahamas. The Englishmen knew that the most dangerous part of their
trip lay ahead, but they had no idea just how hazardous it would be.

In typical fashion, the Leopard of Glasgow was unloaded in Nassau,
leaving it free to return to England. Getting the men and cargo through
the Union blockade ships was the Confederacy's problem. Major Evans, six
of the printers and half the cargo were put on the Antonica, a specially-
built blockade runner. Hodge and four of his friends boarded the W.M.
Seabrook, a converted river boat. The lighter half of the cargo also went
along on the very shallow-draft vessel.

What Hodge and his friends did not know was that Union agents in
England, Bermuda and Nassau had been tracking their progress from day
one. Union ships off Charleston were alerted and one of them saw the river
boat as it approached the South Carolina port. Captain Dan Vincent
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The "Palmetto" stamp was hurriedly
applied so most impressions are indis-
tinct. This one, on the wide edge of a
Confederate $1000 bond, is quite
sharp and therefore unusual.
(Illustration courtesy of Hugh Shull)

thought he knew a way to avoid capture, but he miscalculated the tides and
ended up stuck in the mud in Bull's Inlet, miles from Charleston. With
small boats filled with armed Yankee sailors approaching, the ship's crew
and the printers got into life boats and rowed toward shore. They soon had
to drop into the muddy water and push the boats ahead of them.

Hodge said, "We were 20 miles from Charleston, lost in a wilderness
of swamps, and we spent two days toiling through the mud with nothing to
eat and little hope of getting out alive. During that time we heartily
wished ourselves back in old England, but at the end of the second day we
came upon a small encampment of Confederate troops, the Santee Mounted
Rifles, and found that we were safe within the Confederate lines. From
here we had to walk to Charleston, a distance of 22 miles, over a heavy
sandy road, and by the time we reached the city we were as worn and
bedraggled specimens as it would be possible to find."

Major Evans' ship made it into Charleston harbor safely, and he was
waiting there when Hodge's group arrived. Since they had lost everything

back in the swamp, Evans advanced
them some money, found them housing
and soon had them at work in his plant
in Charleston. A short time later he
transferred them to Columbia, about a
100 miles north, where Evans &
Cogswell had a new printing plant.

Hodge's recollections, narrated to
the newspaper reporter 34 years later,
understandably contain lapses of mem-
ory. Hodge worked as a printer and no
doubt heard lots of rumors about the
war going on at distant points. He had
little access to Treasury Department
documents so he reached the wrong con-
clusions about several matters.

After his eight years of work in
what was probably a tightly controlled
environment in England, Hodge must
have been amazed and appalled at some
of the things he witnessed in Columbia.
Labor unrest was the order of the day
with severe absenteeism, fist fights and
drunkenness quite common. The young
Englishmen, who had probably enjoyed

the mild beverages in their pubs back home, must have sampled the local
corn liquor, which is still popular in rural South Carolina today. Called
"white lightning" or "home brew" by the locals, it is famous for its potent
"kick."

Nevertheless, it is difficult to believe that Treasury officials would
have tolerated the activity described by Hodge as follows:

"One form of laxness which cost the Confederates a large amount of
their paper notes was their carelessness in handling the unsigned notes
in the offices. The printers were allowed to take these notes in any
quantities they liked while at work, and one of the men got in the habit
of carrying off five or ten sheets of ten, twenty or fifty dollars notes
every day. Of course, it was necessary for him to commit forgery in
signing them, but there were so many different signatures on the notes
that it was not easy to detect a spurious one, and this enterprising indi-
vidual had taken some $200,000 of notes before he was found out. Then
he was promptly sentenced to be shot, but this was in 1865 when
Sherman was close at hand, and the sentence was never executed.
After that, however, detectives were set to watch the men while at
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work, and a strict accounting was kept."
On the other hand, Hodge confirms the fact that the Englishmen were

paid in gold as long as they were employed, just as their contracts had
specified when they had been hired. In Columbia it became routine for
speculators to gather outside the printing plants on payday where they
would offer what Hodge described as "appalling premiums" for the gold
coins the Englishmen had just received.

Hodge said that at the peak of activity in Columbia, there were about
75 English printers working for Evans & Cogswell, Keatinge & Ball and
Blanton Duncan. He did not mention the small printing plant owned by
Dr. J. T. Paterson, perhaps because Paterson became involved in a bitter
dispute with Memminger, lost his government contract
in April of 1864, closed his plant and went home to
Georgia.

It was ironic, to say the least, that each English
printer was assisted by two black slave helpers who
received no pay at all. They were brought to the printing
plant each morning by their owners who picked them up
each evening. Thus, in this strange setup, the English
printers were paid in gold which was appreciating in
value every day, while the native printers and the slave
owners were paid in Confederate notes which were los-
ing value every day.

Adding to the confusion was the fact that for a
short time, one of the paper money contractors, Keatinge
& Ball, designed, printed and issued its own notes
redeemable in Confederate bills. This era was a most
stressful time for the Treasury Note Bureau.

We now know that Mr. Hodge was mistaken when
he stated that all of the paper used in Columbia was
made in England and arrived there with each sheet
already stamped with the Confederacy's mark, a pal-
metto tree surrounded by the words "Treasury
Department C.S.A." Dr. Douglas Ball tells us that the
stamp was applied in Columbia by Treasury employees.

John Hodge closed out his interview with the
reporter with these words:

"In April, 1865, when the Confederacy was in its death
throes and Sherman's legions were close at hand, the
presses had turned out nearly a billion dollars, but on
that day the whole output would (have) little more
than paid for the three printing establishments. Then I
got a pass from Gen. Lovell putting me beyond the
Confederate lines and made the best of my way to New
York to make money more slowly but in more durable form."
As Dr. Raisig pointed out in his article, Hodge was confused about the

date when Sherman's men occupied Columbia. It was actually February,
1865, not April, when the Confederate Treasury Note Bureau was
destroyed as Columbia went up in flames.

Hodge apparently liked living in New York after the Civil War. We
can guess that many of his friends from Columbia joined him there. He
presumably became an American citizen and went on to become a printing
plant manager. It is fortunate that the newspaper reporter tracked him
down and recorded his memories which otherwise might have been lost for-
ever.
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The design of the "Palmetto" stamp
may have been an adaptation of the
tree on this 50-cent note of the Bank
of the State of South Carolina.
(Note illustration courtesy of Spartan
Collectibles)
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