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Insights and photos by Donn Pearlman

1 N EARLY DECEMBER DEALER JOHN ALBANESE, OF ARCHIVAL
Collectibles LLC of Far Hills, NJ, announced that he purchased the exten-
sive archives of the American Bank Note Company for an undisclosed
price earlier.
The ABNCo materials included items it had acquired over the years and

are believed to total 300,000 intricately engraved steel plates, vignettes, and
rollers used for producing bank notes, postage stamps, stock certificates, bonds
and other documents. Catalogers
are currently inventorying the cache
in a New Jersey warehouse.

The announcement was elec-
tric. It made front page news in the
numismatic trade press, which also
published several photos of items in
the cache. However, we wanted
Paper Money readers to have more
than a cursory peek at the treasures.

Through special arrangements,
Donn Pearlman provided Paper
Money readers this exclusive photo-
graphic glimpse into this treasure
trove of 19th and 20th century
numismatic, philatelic, financial and
cultural history.

Items date back to the 1820s
and perhaps earlier, according to
Albanese, who said he wants "to
preserve, exhibit and eventually
offer to collectors many of the one-of-a-kind artistic pieces of history" in the
ABNCo archive.

Albanese bought the archives in August, 2004, and over the next eight
months moved the 200 tons of engraving items from a warehouse near
Nashville, TN to New Jersey where they are currently located.

"The magnitude of the archives is astounding. There are just so many
printing plates, maybe as many as 300,000, that we've probably inventoried
only 20 percent of the items so far," Albanese said in December.

"Many of them are engraved with incredibly beautiful vignettes with
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scenes of daily life, famous people or allegorical representations.
This is art in its original form by some of America's most skilled
and famous engravers," he added.

Steve Blum, a New York area professional numismatist and
President of Archival Collectibles, has been examining and invento-
rying since September. Thus far plates for various denominations
from 25-cents to $500 from scores of different banks have been dis-
covered in the archives.

"These printing plates helped fuel the Industrial Revolution.
They printed the stock certificates and bonds that raised cash for
companies in the 1800s," said Blum.

Most of the plates were created more than a century ago dur-
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ing the period in which American Bank Note was the
nation's foremost private printer of paper money. About
5,000 banks and other issuers including railroads, cotton
mills, municipalities, restaurants and saloons issued their
currency and scrip in denominations from three-cents to
$1,000.

Among the discoveries so far are an engraved plate
used for printing Hawaiian Islands Certificate of Deposit
$10 notes "payable in silver coin on demand" in the 1890s.
Researchers have also located an 1850s era four-up plate
for printing $1, $2 and $3 notes for the Peninsular Bank of
Detroit.

Now located near Philadelphia in Trevose, PA
American Bank Note was formed in 1858 by a consolida-

tion of seven leading bank note
engravers and printers. Over the
years, the firm acquired other com-
panies and their archives, according
to Paper Money columnist Q. David
Bowers, who is writing a reference
book on 19th century U.S. paper
money with ABNCo as a focus.

"American Bank Note was the
dominant force in creating designs
and printing paper money from the
second half of the 19th century to the
early 20th century. The printing
plates and transfer rollers in these
archives were used for creating Gold
Rush-era bank notes, postage stamps
and thousands of stock certificates,
tickets and engraved invitations,"
said Bowers.

"Many of these printing plates
have wonderfully ornate engravings
of presidents, goddesses and
American scenes. After being used,
they were wrapped in paper printed
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with the particular engraving on the plate or
marked with crayon notations on the paper, and
then essentially untouched," he added.

Blum (shown at left) reported other items dis-
covered thus far include plates and heavy steel
rollers used for printing paper money from three
dozen U.S. states and territories; bank notes and
postage stamps for a dozen foreign countries; thou-
sands of stock certificates, bonds and interest bear-
ing coupons for municipalities, railroads and nearly
every major corporation from the 1800s to the 1960s
including the Walt Disney Company.

Plates for printing paper ephemera were also
cataloged, including those used to print admission
tickets to the Republican party's national conven-
tions in 1888, 1892 and 1928, the Democrat's nation-
al convention in 1896, the 1893 World's Columbian
Exposition in Chicago, and invitations to the
August 5, 1884, dedication of the Statue of Liberty's
pedestal.

The archives also include an antique, six-foot
tall, hand-operated printing press which is shown
on the cover of this issue.

"The tremendous importance of the country's
railroad system in the 19th century can be seen
through the hundreds of different plates used to
make stock and bond certificates and passenger
tickets for the railroads. Some engravings of loco-
motives and railroad cars are incredibly detailed,"
said Blum, shown at left holding a roller die.

"In addition to creating a reference book
about the material, we plan to exhibit some of the
printing plates at collectors' shows around the
country, and we'll donate some to various muse-
ums. Eventually, most of the archives will be
offered for sale to collectors."
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