
Top right: Florida's
first advertising note.
Bottom right: $5
1862 Legal Tender
Note.
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An Early Florida Advertising Note
By Ronald J. Benice

Introduction

44 A DS THAT LOOK LIKE PAPER MONEY" WERE FIRST
catalogued by Robert A. Vlack in An Illustrated Catalogue of Early
American Advertising Notes published in 2001. He covered 19th
century advertisements that resembled bank notes, but were not

printed on real bank notes or copies of real bank notes.
Notably absent from the catalog were any notes from Florida.

Subsequent to the catalog's release, a Florida advertising note resembling the
1862 United States $5 and $10 legal tender notes was discovered. This article
describes the Florida note, and tells the fascinating story of the issuer and his
business establishment.



Oipresetitttlion of this
, ,we will allow you a discop
of FIVE PER CENT on a

CASH purchase made of us,
tinting to Three Dollars and

upwards. Only one bill will be
taken on each purchase 	 -
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Above top: Back of B. Genovar note.
Above: Back of $10 1863 Legal
Tender Note.

The Discovery Note

It is appropriate that Florida's first advertising note is from America's first
city, St. Augustine. It was issued by B. Genovar, a dealer in groceries, liquor
and tobacco on Charlotte Street in St. Augustine. The face design mimics the
$5 1862-1863 United States Legal Tender issue. The denomination is
changed from 5 to 3; the date is changed from March 10, 1862, to May
10, 1869; and the legend on the treasury seal now reads "Novelty Ad.
Co. Pub. Peoria Ill." The back design mimics the $10 1862-1863
Legal Tender issue.

Bartolo Genovar

Bartolo Genovar was born in St. Augustine on December 8,
1846. He was born in a house at the corner of Charlotte and Cuna
Streets that had been in the Genovar family since the days of the
Spanish regime. His father, Frank, owned a large plantation, but
died when Bartolo was only nine years old.

On August 6, 1861, Bartolo Genovar, not quite 15 years old,
enlisted in Company B of the Third Florida Infantry, the "Florida
Independent Blues" whose motto was "Any fate but submission." He
served with the unit in Kentucky and Tennessee, but was honorably dis-
charged on November 1, 1862, when it was discovered that he was underage.

He unsuccessfully attempted to enlist in another unit in Lake City,
Florida. He was captured in 1863 and held as a prisoner at Hilton Head, South
Carolina. He became sick and, after taking an oath of allegiance, was permitted

Bartolo Genovar
(Photo courtesy
William T. Baker, Jr.)
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View of Charlotte Street, circa 1880.
The Genovar sign over the street
(inset) lists furniture, clothing and
orange wine among many other items.
(Photo courtesy St. Augustine
Historical Society)

to return to Union-occupied St. Augustine for medical treatment in January
1865.

In December, 1866, Bartolo Genovar opened a small store on Charlotte
Street at Baya Lane selling cigars, liquor and animal feed. He prospered and, in
1876, moved to a newly constructed large building on Charlotte Street. The
business became known as Genovar's Emporium and sold almost everything.
There was even a theater upstairs. He owned a 500-tree orange grove and
made orange wine that was considered the best in the state.

Genovar continued expanding his business interests and civic involve-
ment. He operated a line of sailing vessels between New York and St.
Augustine. He bought large tracts of land outside St. Augustine and developed
a potato farming community that he named Elkton in honor of his membership
in the Elks. (An Elk emblem can be seen in his lapel in the accompanying pho-
tograph.)

He served on the City Council and became president of the Board of
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County Commissioners. He built
an opera house on St. George
Street. By the turn of the century
he was one of the wealthiest citizens
of St. Augustine. When Henry M.
Flagler started developing Florida's
east coast, he picked Mr. Genovar as
his St. Augustine representative.

Eventually a freeze ruined the
orchard and the Depression brought
hard times. In 1934 Genovar belat-
edly applied for and was granted a
$480 per annum state pension for
Florida soldiers. Bartolo Genovar
died on Friday morning May 4,
1945, at his home on Treasury
Street, just three blocks away from
where he was born 98 years earlier.
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1869 advertisement for
B. Genovar's store.

National Bank Note Title Project
I have completed a list of the more than 13,800 bank titles

actually used on the National Bank Notes issued from the
12,632 issuing banks.

This listing includes every detail including the use of
apostrophes, commas, hyphens, &/and, use or omission of
"The" or "of," redundant states in title blocks, etc.

The Smithsonian proofs provide virtually complete cov-
erage for the Series of 1875, 1882 and 1902 issues. Proofs of
Series of 1929 logotype plates were not saved by the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing, so they are not available at the
Smithsonian.

Missing are proofs from Original Series only, and Series
of 1929 only, issuing banks. The titles in these situations were
obtained from organization certificates or charters in the
National Archives. In the cases of title changes made during
the Series of 1929, the titles in my list are from the reported
titles in the Annual Reports of the Comptroller of the
Currency.

Before this project is complete, it is necessary to verify the
titles obtained from the organization certificates, charters and
annual reports against actual issued notes. It is also important
to compare the titles that appear on Series of 1929 notes
against those on the large size issues.

I am seeking the help of advanced collectors who have

good collections of 1929 notes, or copies of 1929 notes, issued
in their states or region. What I would like you to do is care-
fully compare the titles I have assembled against those on the
notes, and provide a list of discrepancies.

The types of things that you can expect to find are mis-
takes, such as omitted words. Occasionally you will discover
articles such as "of" incorrectly used in place of "at" or "in."

You also will discover interesting discrepancies involving
the substitution of "&" for "and," and variations in the use or
non-use of apostrophes, hyphens and commas.

You even may discover variations in titles between differ-
ent Series of 1929 logotype printings for what should be the
same title.

If you are game, contact me by e-mail, and I will send a
complete list of the titles for your state. Once you supply the
corrections or discrepancies, I'll send you a revised listing.

Collectors who already have collaborated on this project
have been rewarded by discovering title errors, as well as
obscure varieties.

Certainly you will gain enormous insights into the notes
from your state in the process.

My list will provide you with a tremendous amount of
information about notes you have never seen.

Contact me at Peter.huntoon@att.net
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