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$1 FRN Intermediate Back Plate 1821
VERY INFREQUENTLY, A PANTOGRAPH

operator will inadvertently dial in the wrong set-
ting and etch plate numbers of the wrong size on a
plate. This happened on a 32-subject $1 back plate used
to print Series of 1974 Federal Reserve Note faces.

The Series of 1974 case involved plate 1821. What
makes 1821 so interesting is that the error occurred only
on the right half of the sheets (left half of the plate).
Those 16 subjects ended up with undersized numbers
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that are halfway in size between the micro numbers used
on the early small notes and the numbers now in use on
notes printed at the Washington plant.

The left half of the sheets had normal macro num-
bers. It is therefore possible to obtain pairs of 1821
notes, one with the intermediate error and the other
with standard numbers.

PLATE SERIAL NUMBER
Two numbers are engraved on modern Bureau of

Engraving printing plates. One is called the plate num-
ber by Bureau personnel and represents the count of the
plate within the larger overall sequence of all currency
plates. It is engraved on the margin of the plate and
gets trimmed away when the notes are separated. The
other number is called the plate serial number which in
the case of backs is a running count within a specific
denomination. This is the number that is neatly
engraved within the border of each of the notes.

The plate under consideration was plate number
8007 carrying serial 1821. It was a curved plate made to
fit a four-plate Giori printing press. The plate was cer-
tified for use November 29, 1974, and went into pro-
duction shortly afterward.

ETCHING PLATE SERIAL NUMBERS
The plate serial numbers are

added by an engraver using a pan-
tograph machine. This is accom-
plished when the plate is still flat by
coating the surface with a protec-
tive tar emulsion. Using a stylus,
the pantograph operator traces the
desired numbers from a template,
and the machine mechanically
reduces and inscribes the images
onto the nickel surface by cutting
through the emulsion to expose the
nickel underneath. The process is

done a few subjects at a time. Next, an acidic salt solu-
tion is placed over the coated area, and an electrode
with a low current is placed into the solution. The cur-
rent causes the acid to etch the numbers into the nickel.
Once numbers are etched on all the subjects, the
remaining emulsion is then cleaned from the surface.
The etched in numbers can now hold ink. The plate is
then chrome plated and rolled into the desired curved
shape to fit on the press.

PLATE 1821 USE
Back 1821 was used to print $1 Series of 1974

Federal Reserve Notes for several districts.
Undoubtedly stars were produced for some districts as
well.

The intermediate numbers occur on the right half
of backs of the sheets which means they are mated with
the notes on the left side of the faces. They therefore
occur on notes printed from quadrants 1 and 2.

Tommy Wills, a collector friend from the Dallas
district, discovered that notes from 1821 were being
released in his area during July, 1975, and supplied some
nice examples. They included K70000088A E2 -E92

Above: Comparison between the normal 1821 plate number (top)
on the left half of the sheet, and intermediate size number (bot-
tom) on the right half.

Below: A second generation offset face is mated with an interme-
diate 1821 back plate on $1 FRN Series 1974 C56343792A.
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with an intermediate 1821 from the right side of the
plate, and K73337333A C3-C92 with a normal 1821
from the left side.

Tom Conklin won a $1 Series of 1974 FRN with
serial C56343792A that contained a second generation
85% offset of a face on the back. The note had been
donated to the Torn Bain raffle held at the SPMC
breakfast at the 2001 Memphis International Paper
Money Convention. By chance, the offset occurred on
an intermediate back 1821. He was sitting next to me,
and knowing of my interest in such things, immediately
offered this interesting error on an error to me.

IF YOU COLLECT OR SELL
OBSOLETE NOTES,

FRACTIONAL CURRENCY,
NATIONAL BANK NOTES

DO YOU COLLECT FISCAL PAPER?
The American Society of Check Collectors
publishes a quarterly journal for members.

Visit our website at
http://members.aol.com/asccinfo or write to

Coleman Leifer, POB 577, Garrett Park, MD 20896.

Dues are $10 per year for US residents,
$12 for Canadian and Mexican residents,

and $18 for those in foreign locations.

New Hampshire Notes
Wanted: Obsolete currency,

National Bank notes,
other items relating

to New Hampshire paper money
from the earliest days onward.

Dave Bowers
Box 539

Wolfeboro Falls, NH 03896-0539
E-mail: qdbarchive@metrocast.net

Always Wanted
Monmouth County, New Jersey

Obsoletes — Nationals — Scrip
Histories and Memorabilia

Allenhurst — Allentown — As-belly Park — Atlantic Highlands — Belmar
Bradley Beach — Eatontown — Englishtown — Freehold — Howell
Keansburg — Keyport — Long Branch — Manasquan — Matawan

Middletown — Ocean Grove — Red Bank — Sea Bright — Spring Lake

N.B. Buckman
P.O. Box 608, Ocean Grove, NJ 07756

800-533-6163 	 Fax: 732-282-2525

Why?
Why do the leading paper money dealers

advertise in PAPER MONEY?

Because they are the LEADING DEALERS
& They intend to remain THE leaders!

• You can be a leader too •
• Advertise in PAPER MONEY •
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