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Tippecanoe & an Indian's Curse, or two

Collecting Paper Money
Depicting Assassinated

U.S. Presidents
By John Glynn

William Henry Harrison,
"Old Tippecanoe"

T HE DEATHS OF SEVERAL OF THE AMERICAN
Presidents have been linked to an ancient Indian curse, known as
the Indian revenge which dates from 1809 when tribes in Indiana
Territory ceded most of their land to the United States

Government. The Shawnee chief protested to Indiana Territory Secretary
William Henry Harrison to no avail.

A young Shawnee chief named Tecumseh dreamed of a
great, united Indian nation west of Ohio. He was deter-

mined to make the Ohio River the dividing line
between the lands of the Indians and the whites. He

and his twin brother who was a prophet recruited a
large band of young warriors to set up headquar-
ters at the mouth of the Tippecanoe River in
what is now known as Indiana.
William Henry Harrison (1773 - 1841)

In the autumn of 1811 at the time when
Tecumseh was away from headquarters on a
mission to enlist other Indians to his cause,
William Henry Harrison attacked the Shawnee
camp and routed them. As a result the Indian

army broke up into isolated segments of future
resistance, and Tecumseh's grand vision went up

in black cloud of gun smoke. Harrison was wounded
in the battle.

Thereafter Harrison's nickname became "Old
Tippecanoe." Partly on the strength of his victory at

Tippecanoe, Harrison became governor of Indiana, and later
President of the United States. Tecumseh, his dream of a united Indian State
shattered, joined the British Army in the war of 1812, and was killed in battle
on October 5, 1813.

The turning point for Tecumseh came from a strange direction: his twin
brother Tenskwatawa had a vision. The Great Spirit spoke to him and
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demanded that the Indians abandoned all the White Man's ways and return to Generic scrip note payable at "One
ancient tribal tradition. 	 Dollar Store," depicting William Henry

The Shawnee prophet, Tenskwatawa, survived and cursed Harrison, pre- Harrison, Ohio, $1 (Courtesy Wendell

dicting his rise to the Presidency in a year ending in zero and his death in Wolka)

office. Furthermore, according to Tenskwatawa's vision, henceforth, any presi-
dent elected in a year divisible by 20 was also destined to die in office. Indeed,
Harrison became the ninth President of the U.S. in 1840. He made an excep-
tionally long inauguration speech in March, 1841, in the biting cold and pour-
ing rain which left him with a chest condition. It turned to pneumonia, and he
died a few weeks later. Coincidence?

Wait, there's more .. .
• Abraham Lincoln, elected 20 years later in 1860 and re-elected in 1864,

was assassinated in 1865.
• James Garfield, elected President in 1880, was assassinated in 1881.
• William McKinley, re-elected in 1900, was assassinated in 1901.
• Warren G. Harding, elected in 1920, died of a stroke in 1923.
• Franklin Delano Roosevelt, re-elected to a third term in 1940, died of

cerebral hemorrhage in 1945.
• John F. Kennedy, elected President in 1960, was assassinated in 1963.
• Ronald Reagan, elected President in 1980, survived an assassination

attempt by John Hinkley in March, 1981. Hopefully his survival broke the
curse.

• George W. Bush, elected in 2000 and running again as this is written,
survives in office, although reported attempts on his life have been made.

Paper Money that depicts William Henry Harrison
No U.S. federal currency depicts William Henry Harrison, but his por-

trait does appear on many obsolete notes, mainly $10 issues from 41 branches
of the State Bank of Ohio. He also appears on:

Marion & Mississinewa Valley Rail Road Co., IN, $5
	

City Bank of Cleveland, Cleveland, OH, $10
Ohio, Indiana & Illinois Rail Road Co., IN, $2

	
Canal Bank of Cleveland, Cleveland, OH, $10

New York State Stock Bank, Rochester, IN, $2
	

City Bank of Columbus, Columbus, OH, $10
Southern Bank of Indiana, Terre Haute, IN, $1

	
Dayton Bank, Dayton, OH, $10

Tippecanoe Bank, Winamac, IN, $5
	

Bank of Marietta, Marietta, OH, $1
State Bank of Ohio (various branches and locations), OH, $10

	
Bank of Geauga, Painesville, OH, $10

Bank of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH, $1
	

Sandusky City Bank, Sandusky, OH, $10
Ohio River Salt Company, Cincinnati, OH, $1

	
Seneca County Bank, Tiffin, OH, $10

Bank of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH, $2
	

Erie & Kalamazoo RR Co., Toledo, OH, $1
City Bank of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH, $10

	
Erie & Kalamazoo RR Co., Toledo, OH, $2

Commercial Bank of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH, $10
	

Western Reserve Bank, Warren, OH, $10
Bank of Wooster, Wooster, OH, $1

	
Mahoning County Bk, Youngstown, OH, $10

Franklin Bank of Zanesville, Zanesville, OH, $10 	 and others in CT, ME and MN
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Abraham Lincoln (1 809- 1 86 5)
In the four years after Lincoln was sworn in as the 16th President of the

United States, he led the Union (North) to victory over the Confederate States
in the Civil War (1861- 1865), a term of office which almost exactly coincided
with the length of the war. Lincoln had been targeted on several occasions.
One such attempt in 1862 was literally a whisker away from success, when a
bullet passed through his stove-pipe hat, but miraculously failed to draw blood.

Lincoln and his wife were expected to attend the performance of Tom
Taylor's comedy "Our American Cousins" starring Laura Keane at the Ford's
Theater that fateful night, April 14, 1865. The theater visit was public knowl-
edge, and had not escaped the attention of Lincoln's enemies with southern
sympathies. Chief among these turned out to be the actor John Wilkes Booth,
a man who regarded the President as the "devil incarnate." Not only did Booth
want revenge for the humiliation of the southern forces, but he also feared the
effects of Lincoln's plan to abolish slavery.

The President arrived at the Ford's Theater just after 8 p.m. The perfor-
mance had already started, but it was halted as soon as he stepped into the audi-

U.S. $20 Compound Interest Treasury
Note depicting Abraham Lincoln
(Courtesy Currency Auctions of
America)

torium. The orchestra played "Hail to the Chief," and the audience of 2,000
stood and cheered the man whom they regarded as America's savior. Lincoln
was shown to his private box and guided to a rocking chair, set back a little
from the edge of the balcony.

Lincoln liked the theater, which made it easy for Booth the actor. Booth
had performed in the theater before, and knew the layout with which to carry
out his mission. The assassin timed his arrival at the theater for 9:30 p.m. He
had done his groundwork well in advance. Having recently played in a produc-
tion at the theater, he knew many of the stagehands by name. Booth had even
sneaked into the theater earlier in the day to plan his strategy, during which
time he noted that the lock on the door of the President's box did not function
properly. Furthermore, he drilled a spy-hole giving him a perfect view of the
rocking chair allocated to the President. Booth also secreted a plank of wood,
which he would later use to jam the door behind him. The actor knew the play
well, and he had worked out certain lines spoken by the character, Brother
Jonathan, which were certain to bring the house down. That would be the
moment to shoot Lincoln. Silently he walked to the door of the box, fully pre-
pared to knock the President's personal guard unconscious. But Parker the
guard was not at his post. He had made the assassination unbelievably easy.

About 10:30 Booth made his way into the box choosing the moment
when all attention was fixed on the stage. He pointed the pistol to Lincoln's
head and fired. Lincoln slumped forward in his chair; Major Rathbone, also
seated in the box, attacked Booth, who responded by pulling a knife and slash-
ing the officer's arm. The assassin then leapt onto the stage, twisting his riding
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spur in curtains as he fell. Booth landed awkwardly breaking his leg. As the the-
ater heaved with a panicked and confused audience, he managed to push a few
people out of his path and escaped limping to his horse and the safety of the
night.

Lincoln was lifted still in his chair to a nearby boarding house in Tenth
Street. The severely injured man remained alive fighting for his life for several
hours. The following morning Surgeon General Dr. Robert Stone pronounced
him dead. Vice President Andrew Johnson assumed the office as President.

U.S. Fractional Currency 50-
cents, 4th Issue, depicting
Abraham Lincoln (Courtesy
Fred Reed)

Lincoln's funeral train took 12 days to steam from Washington D.C. to
Springfield, IL where he was laid to rest in Oakridge Cemetery. Booth was
killed while resisting arrest 12 days later.

On the same day Lincoln was assassinated, Secretary of State William H.
Steward was attacked at his home by a knife-wielding assailant. He survived the
attack. Other conspirators' names began to surface. A total of seven names were
put forward as those who helped Booth in the assassination of Lincoln.

The seven conspirators were Mary Surratt, the only woman among the
conspirators. A 20-year-old Confederate soldier named Lewis Payne alias
Lewis Powell was charged with attempting to assassinate the Secretary of State.
Others involved were Samuel Arnold (age 31), and Michael McLaughlin (28),
both friends of Booth; George Atzerodt (30) a German carriage painter in
whose hotel room weapons and Booth's possessions were found; and, George
Spangler (39) a stage hand at the Ford's Theater, who held the reins of Booth's
horse while he went to kill Lincoln. Lastly two others: Dr. Samuel A. Mudd
(32) and David Herold. Herold rode on horseback with Booth the night of the
Lincoln's assassination. Both spent the night at Mudd's farm, during the escape
attempt. All were caught and found guilty. Surratt, Powell, Herold and
Atzerodt were hanged. The remaining three conspirators were given prison
sentences.

Paper Money that depicts Abraham Lincoln
A diverse and interesting specialized collection could be built exclusively

of notes depicting Lincoln. They include U.S. federal currency, obsolete cur-
rency and scrip, and college currency. Lincoln had already appeared on U.S.
currency in his lifetime, there being no prohibition against it at the time. In
fact, the President's portrait on government bonds and currency during the war
was both a patriotic gesture, and a measure to instill public confidence in the
financial instruments. Since his death, the popular Lincoln has appeared con-
tinuously on one or more issues of U.S. currency down to the present. Notes
depicting Lincoln include:

Fractional Currency, Fourth Issue, 50g
Silver Certificate, Series 1899, $1
United States Note, Series 1928-1963, $5
National Bank Note, Series 1929, $5
Silver Certificate, Series 1923 "Porthole Note," $5
Silver Certificate, Series 1934-1953C, $5
Federal Reserve Bank Note, Series 1914-1929, $5
Federal Reserve Note, Series 1914 and later, $5

Bank of Commerce, Georgetown, DC, $1
Vinson Blanchard, Abington, 1VIA, 50g
John Bohler, Springfield, MA, 25g
Merchant Bank, Trenton, NJ, $1
Allegany County Agricultural Soc., Angelica, NY, 50g
Adelphi Academy, Brooklyn, NY, $50
Lincoln Bank, Clinton, NY, $1, $2, $3, #5
W.P. Carpenter, Utica, NY, 25c
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Bryant & Stratton Intern'l College Bank, NY, NY, $100
Bank of Pottstown, Pottstown, PA, $2
Eagle Bank, Providence, RI, $5
Rutland County Bank, Rutland, VT, $10

Demand Note, Series 1861, $10
United States Note, Series 1862-1863, $10
Interest Bearing Note, Series 1863, $20
Compound Interest Note, Series 1863, $20
United States Note, Series 1869-1880, $100
Gold Certificate, Series 1863-1922, $500

James Garfield (1831 - 1881)
Twnty years later the "curse" struck again. The next president to die in

office was James Garfield, who was assassinated by Charles Guiteau, a deranged
lawyer seven months after Garfield was elected to the Presidency in 1880.

Charles Guiteau had played a vital role in the successful 1880 campaign
for Garfield, he believed. He had written a rallying speech, which was potent
enough to sway the nation. His reward he believed would be the plum job of
Ambassador to France, and he would settle for nothing else. Garfield -- trou-
bled by the splintering of his own Republican Party -- paid little attention to
Guiteau's repeated requests for the job. When the job seeker realized he would
not get the Paris post, he brooded for months then put a plan into action.

On July 2, 1881, the President was setting off on a New England holiday
leaving from the Baltimore and Potomac railroad station. While waiting for his
train, dressed all in black, Guiteau waited until the President was just a few feet
away from him, then pulled a gun from his pocket and fired two shots at
Garfield. One hit the President in the back and the other in the arm. The
President was critically wounded and collapsed. Garfield was rushed back to
the White House. His assassin was apprehended in the ladies powder room at
the station. He made no attempt to escape.

For weeks the President was nursed, never leaving his sick bed. Desperate

Above: Adelphi Academy Commercial
Bank, $50 college currency, depicting
Abraham Lincoln (Courtesy Fred Reed)

National Bank Note,
Second Charter Period,
$5 depicting James
Garfield (Courtesy Tom
Minerley)
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National Bank Note, Third Charter
Period, $10 depicting William McKinley
(Courtesy Peter Huntoon)

to save the President's life, his doctor called in Alexander Graham Bell, the
inventor of the telephone. Bell had created a metal detector, which doctors
thought might locate the bullet. Unfortunately the patient was lying on a
spring mattress, and there was enough metal to throw the detector in the oppo-
site direction. Eleven weeks after the shooting, the President died. Charles
Guiteau was tried and found guilty of murder. On June 30, 1882, he was exe-
cuted by hanging.

Paper Money that depicts James Garfield
Upon the tragic death of Garfield, his portrait was placed upon both

National Currency and Gold Certificates almost immediately:
National Bank Note, Second Charter Period (1882-1902), $5
Gold Certificate, Series 1882, $20

William McKinley (1843 - 1901)
The next U.S. President to be elected in a year divisible by 20 was also

the next Chief Executive to die in office, as predicted by the Indian curse.
William McKinley was re-elected in 1900 for a second term, but was gunned
down by anarchist Leon Czolgosz. McKinley had been a veteran of the
American Civil War, where he fought on the side of the Union. He was also
the President who engaged the Americans in the Spanish American War of
1898. Following the war, the Philippines, Cuba and Hawaii came under the
umbrella of the United States.

Not everybody in the States was pleased with the "Manifest Destiny" pol-
icy. Anarchists began to show their heads in America, including Czolgosz, a
dangerous anarchist whose aim was to shoot President McKinley. The
President's secretary George Cortelyou tried to talk him out of attending a
very long public reception at the Pan American Exposition in Buffalo, NY.
Meanwhile Leon Czolgosz booked himself into a small doss-house room above
a saloon in Buffalo. On Tuesday September 3, 1901, the anarchist purchased a
highly distinctive .32 caliber pistol, which he practiced handling and firing.
Then he formulated a plan to assassinate the president as he left his private rail
coach inside the exposition area.

When McKinley arrived on schedule at the Exposition, the doors were
opened to allow the public to get a closer look at the President. Czolgosz was
in the initial surge of people through the door, and positioned himself in a sin-
gle file awaiting opportunity to shake the President's hand. The assassin's pistol
was in his hand, wrapped up in a bandage or handkerchief. It looked as though
he had burned himself.

As he was next in line to meet the President, the gunman watched his
quarry shake hands with the person in line ahead of him. The well wisher
moved on, and the President extended his hand toward Czolgosz. Thrusting
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Philippine National Bank 5-pesos note
depicting William McKinley (Courtesy
of Gene Hessler)

McKinley's hand aside, the anarchist leveled the concealed gun at McKinley.
He fired twice: one bullet struck the President's breastbone, which was
removed; the other, pierced his stomach and could not be found! McKinley was
rushed to the hospital where surgeons performed an exploratory operation. It
was clear that the chest wound was largely superficial and would have healed,
but the shot through the stomach had caused far more serious damage. The
doctors decided that there was no chance of finding the bullet, which they sus-
pected was lodged near the spine. There was little alternative, but to sew up the
wound and hope for the best.

The nation anxiously waited for bulletins on the President's condition.
The first news was good. Additional bulletins were encouraging, indicating that
that McKinley was recovering rapidly. They were actually false hopes.
President McKinley's condition actually took a sudden turn for the worse. In a
few hours on September 14, 1901, he was pronounced dead! The post-mortem
examination revealed cause of death as gangrene poisoning.

Once Czolgosz fired the shot at the President, eight secret service agents

pounced on him forcing him to the ground. One took the gun from his ban-
daged hand, another hauled him to his feet. The feds then dragged him into a
secluded room a few yards away. The police managed to take Czolgosz to the
Police Headquarters, where he confessed to shooting the President. Tried and
found guilty, the assassin was executed in the electric chair on October 20th
1901 in Auburn, NY.

Paper Money that depicts William McKinley
Like his predecessor Garfield, who was also assassinated in office,

McKinley's image was placed on U.S. currency soon after his death. He
appears on:

National Bank Note, Third Charter Period (1902-1922), $10
Federal Reserve Note, Series 1928-1934C, $500
Gold Certificate, Series 1928, $500
Philippine Islands, Silver Certificate, Series 1903-1910, 5 pesos
Philippine National Bank, Circulating Note, Series 1916-1937, 5 pesos
Philippine Treasury Certificates, Series 1918-1949, 5 pesos

John F. Kenndy (1917 - 1963)
John Fitzgerald Kennedy was the 35th and youngest U.S. President. He

was also the first Roman Catholic to be elected to that office. Tragically,
Kennedy also became the youngest to die while in office. His death in Dallas,
TX on November 22, 1963, was witnessed by many, but no assassin was ever
tried for the murder. His alleged killer, Lee Harvey Oswald, was gunned down
while in police custody.

During his campaign for a second term, Kennedy choose to come to
Texas, known as the Lone Star State. Advisors warned Kennedy that this trip
could turn rough. Right wing Texas was not a place for a liberal President to
rely on. But Kennedy wanted to make the best possible entrance into the city of
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Dallas where he was to hold a political rally. Upon arriving in Dallas from near-
by Fort Worth, the President ordered the bulletproof Perspex roof to be
removed so that the crowd would be able to see him more easily. The Secret
Service team was horrified.

Fears subsided, however, as the President's motorcade passed through
downtown to cheering throngs. Everyone, including the President, began to feel
easier as the crowd began to thin out near the end of the motorcade. Just before
it ramped up to speed Kennedy away to a speaking engagement, a sniper in a
high rise building behind them waited.

Another five minutes journey and the danger would have been all over.
Ahead loomed a rust colored warehouse, the last tall building on the route. The
President's limousine turned left and headed down a slight hill, when the alleged
sniper, Lee Harvey Oswald, fired three shots at the motorcade.

A bullet passed through Kennedy's neck. Another shot hit him in the back
of his head. This was the fatal one that struck home in the most sensational
assassination of the century. Texas Governor John B. Connally, who was riding
in the same car with the President was shot in the chest. Various theories were
put forward on who was responsible for the assassination. Some blamed the
communist government of Fidel Castro in Cuba; others pointed the finger at
the Russians. Some thought the Mafia was responsible, while other conspiracists
even blamed the U.S. CIA. Like the rest of the nation at the time, I was con-
fused then and still am today on who conspired to kill the President.

Lee Harvey Oswald was picked up by Dallas police after killing a local
policeman nearby, and named as the man who also murdered President
Kennedy. Oswald was a disaffected ex-U.S. GI, who had visited the Soviet

Union, espoused anti-American sentiments, and apparently possessed the requi-
site marksmanship skills. Two days later while in police custody, Oswald was
being moved to a tighter security jail when he was shot dead by a nightclub
owner named Jack Ruby. Oswald never confessed to the shooting.

The official government report on the Kennedy assassination, the Warren
Report (named after the Chief Justice who headed a blue ribbon, bipartisan panel
that investigated the shooting) stated that Oswald was the lone gunman in the
assassination. No one has ever stood trial for the murder of John F. Kennedy.

Paper Money that depicts John F. Kennedy
Kennedy's death was commemorated immediately on the U.S. half dollar

of 1964, but there is no legal tender currency that depicts him. However, he
appears on a lovely Giori $20 Federal Reserve Note test note face design, which
is being shared through the courtesy of author Gene Hessler. The design is in
the new edition of U.S. Essay, Proof and Specimen Notes, and since the note is by a
European designer it will also be in Gene's the International Engraver's Line.

The late President also appears on a "hell" note from China. Chinese peo-
ple are very religious by nature. The old religion (Taoism, based on local reli-

U.S. Federal Reserve Giori test note,
$20, depicting John F. Kennedy
(Courtesy Gene Hessler)
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Chinese "hell" bank note depicting John
F. Kennedy (author's collection)

Ronald Reagan, recently deceased, has
appeared on a variety of "unofficial"
notes including political notes, theatri-
cal prop notes, and most prominently
on the fake green Ronald Reagan dollar
bill pinned to the wall of the television
production room as network ace pro-
ducer Jane Craig (Holly Hunter) hur-
riedly edits the "soldier coming home"
segment in James L Brooks' Broadcast
News (20th Century Fox, 1987). Since
only deceased individuals may be
shown on U.S. federal currency, Reagan
(who died June 5th) has been proposed
for enshrinement on the $100 FRN
which could look like the artist's con-
ception created by Editor Fred Reed for
this issue's cover.

gion) still motivates. A burial note (hell bank note)
of the value of one million yuan depicts Kennedy.
The Taoist believe that the spirit returns to the
earth on a particular day to see if they are still
remembered. Families are expected to offer various
gifts and special currency (burial notes). Each of the
offerings is burned since flames are thought to carry
material objects into the spiritual realm.

A so-called $1,000,000,000 (billion dollar)
note, commemorates the Apollo 11 Moon landing
and the U.S. Space Shuttle program. Of course, it
was Kennedy as President, who committed the U.S.

to make a journey to the moon. It carries a "Series 1998" designation, and is
issued in the style of contemporary Federal Reserve Notes. The note was
issued by "Money World U.S.A. Inc."

Ronald Reagan (1911 -2004)
"The Great Communicator" was elected President in 1980 and survived

an assassination attempt by John Hinkley in March, 1981. Did his survival
break the curse of Tenskwatawa? Twenty years again passed. George W.
Bush, who was elected President in 2000 and stood for reelection has been
rumored to have had assassination attempts twice. The first, by terrorists in
Italy when world leaders met in Rome. The second on September 11th, 2001,
when terrorists attempted to fly and crash a commercial airplane into
Washington, DC. but heroic actions by those on board caused it to crash short
of its mark. Hopefully, the Indian prophet's curse has been laid to rest for
good now -- finally!
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