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THIS CERTIFIES THAT THERE IS ON

THIS CERTIrICATE IS LEGALTENDER

FOR ALL DESTS.PUBLIC AND PRIVATE

DEPOSIT IN THE TREASU RY OF

"In 55 Years, You Can
Assemble a Unique Paper
Money Collection .. .
I know, Because I did It"

By Al Munro

U.S. Treasurer Georgia Neese Clark
took the time to autograph the note
above for a high school student 55
years ago sending the author off on a
paper trail that led to a satisfying
hobby for the rest of his adult life.
Author Al Munro shares his unique
collection and recollections herewith.

ALTHOUGH I AM A RELATIVE NECOMER TO SPMC
(#10250), I've been collecting paper money for a long time -- 55
years in fact -- and I would like to share my hobby with the other
members. In 55 years, you can assemble a unique paper money col-

lection. I know, because I did it. It wasn't expensive, but it did require time.
In 1949, my last year in high school, I was studying a Silver Certificate

dollar. It had signatures of two government officials: Treasurer of the U.S.
and Secretary of the Treasury. I learned in school that Alexander Hamilton was
our first Secretary of the Treasury under President George Washington. He
served in office from September 11, 1789, until January 31, 1795. The other
person signing the dollar note was the U.S. Treasurer. Our first Treasurer was
Michael Hillegas, who served from July 29, 1775, until September 11th, 1789.

I wondered if I could send a Silver Certificate to Washington and have
the U.S. Treasurer autograph it.



MYLAR D® CURRENCY HOLDERS
PRICED AS FOLLOWS

BANK NOTE AND CHECK HOLDERS
SIZE INCHES 50 100 500 1000
Fractional 4-3/4" x 2-1/4" $20.50 $37.00 $165.00 $290.00
Colonial 5-1/2" x 3-1/16" $21.00 $38.50 $175.00 $320.00
Small Currency 6-5/8" x 2-7/8" $21.50 $41.00 $182.00 $340.00
Large Currency 7-7/8" x 3-1/2' 1 $24.00 $45.00 $200.00 $375.00
Auction 9 x 3-3/4" $26.50 $48.00 $235.00 $410.00

Foreign Currency 8 x 5 $30.00 $55.00 $250.00 $440.00
Checks 9-5/8 x 4-1/4" $30.00 $55.00 $250.00 $440.00

SHEET HOLDERS
SIZE INCHES 10 50 100 250
Obsolete Sheet

End Open 83/4" x 14 1 /2" $15.50 $67.00 $110.00 $248.00
National Sheet

Side Open 81/2" x 17 1/2" $16.50 $72.50 $120.00 $272.00
Stock Certificate

End Open 91/2 x 12 1/2" $15.00 $65.00 $105.00 5233.00

Map & Bond Size
End Open 18" x 24" $60.00 $260.00 $425.00 $960.00

You may assort note holders for best price (min. 50 pcs. one size). You may
assort sheet holders for best price (min. 5 pcs. one size) (min. 10 pcs. total).

SHIPPING IN THE U.S. (PARCEL POST) FREE OF CHARGE

Mylar D is a Registered Trademark of the Dupont Corporation. This also
applies to uncoated archival quality Mylart' Type D by the Dupont Corp. or

the equivalent material by ICI Industries Corp. Melinex Type 516.

DENLY'S OF BOSTON
P.O. Box 51010, Boston, MA 02205 • 617-482-8477
ORDERS ONLY: 800-HI-DENLY • FAX 617-357-8163
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At the time, Truman was President and Georgia
Treasurer. I sent Ms. Clark my dollar note (opposite) and
to see it returned and autographed.

I then sent another Silver Certificate (above) to
Treasury, John Snyder and also had it autographed. Since

Treasury Secretary John W. Snyder was
the first of 19 to autograph dollar notes
for the author.

Neese Clark was
was quite surprised

Secretary of the
then, I have had all

I Collect
FLORIDA
Obsolete Currency
National Currency

State & Territorial Issues
Scrip
Bonds

Ron Benice
4452 Deer Trail Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34238

941 927 8765 	 Benice@Prodigy.net
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As collectors of U.S. paper money
know, each time a change occurs in
the offices of U.S. Secretary of the
Treasury and/or U.S. Treasurer, it
occasions a new series of Federal
Reserve notes. This is one good rea-
son to pay attention to who is incum-
bent in these two Treasury
Department roles. Another good rea-
son is well illustrated by Al Munro's
autographed dollar collection. Strung
together, the author's autograph col-
lection is a formidable one featuring
16 U.S. Treasurers' autographs and 22
Secretaries of the Treasury auto-
graphs. Readers can relax, the author
HAS NOT clipped the signatures from
the notes. His montage is for dramat-
ic effect only! It also was put together
before the most recent change in
Treasury officials.

their successors autograph dollar notes for me too. At first I sent Silver
Certificates, and then Federal Reserve Notes. Their best wishes and comments
have been interesting and rewarding. I also collected other kinds of autographs,
but I only wish. I would have started this collection when I was younger!

In all, I have accumulated 14 U.S. Treasurer autographs, and 20 consec-
utive Secretary of the Treasury autographs. Several of the Treasurers person-



342 PAPER MONEY • September/October 2004 • Whole No. 233

B 502567914 A
A

Signatures on our paper money give it
an air of legitimacy. Originally hand-
written signatures appeared, but early
in the Civil War it became obvious
that having the actual written signa-
tures of Treasury officials would be an
impossible task, so President Lincoln
signed a bill authorizing delegated
employees to perform that function.
Even this soon proved burdensome.
Starting with the issues of 1863,
engraved facsimile signatures were
employed. In 1925 the facsimile sig-
nature of the U.S. Treasurer replaced
that of the Register of the Treasury.

alized the autograph to me on the dollar note. Ivy Baker Priest was one.
Romana Banuelos was another. Among Secretaries of the Treasury, J.
William Miller and Robert Anderson also personalized their autograph to me.

It has been an interesting hobby with wonderful comments from several
treasurers. Most of the dollars were returned with typed letters, some signed
by the person whose name appears on the dollar, and some signed by their sec-

retaries or assistants.
However, I received an entirely handwritten note from one. I was

impressed with the lovely Ivy Baker Priest who wrote me back on her personal
stationery. She wrote "Please forgive the delay in returning your dollar with
my signature, I have been very ill but am now well on the way to recovery."
Even her name has a nice ring to it.

I was fortunate to receive a signed dollar note from Dorothy Andrews
Elston, before she married Walter Kabis, therefore changing her signature to
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Unlike her peers, Ivy Baker Priest took
the time to write an entire note to the
author in her own hand writing (holo-
graph) on her personal stationery, apol-
ogizing that an illness had slowed down
her response for an autographed note.

1.<111/.

4z4,
-7

4-et?)e-ei
tf

c2-
• •	 '".•/411 ,e/oi.

41':e&4--'

„ /7 „/::-
/

--7
=Se,v-/14



344 PAPER MONEY • September/October 2004 • Whole No. 233

141'ed'4?:7:4(21

■;,,e1A, ryt•ithr Ii>rrstity.

It is interesting to compare the Treasury officials'
authorized facsimile signatures with their off-hand
autographs in the Munro collection. For example,
the loops are exaggerated in Dillon's pen signature
(at left) and the "H" tilts left not right in Summers'.
What differences/similarities can you find?

Dorothy Andrews Kabis. I then sent her another note, which she also auto-
graphed with her new married name.

Another interesting incident happened in 1965 when I sent a Federal
Reserve Note to Kathryn O'Hay Granahan. I asked her if she would mind
autographing the note I sent. I also asked her to ask Treasury Secretary C.
Douglas Dillon to sign it as well - if he was handily at a desk near by. Their
compliance was greatly appreciated. When Mrs. Granahan wrote me back after
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WASHLNGTON,D.C.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT
FISCAL SERVICE

WASHINGTON

Katherine O'Hay Granahan signed
Series 1950D and Series 1963 Federal
Reserve Notes, Series 1953C and Series
1963 Legal Tender Notes, and Series
1935H, Series 1953C and Series 1957B
Silver Certificates with her boss C.
Douglas Dillon. She also signed notes
with his successors Henry Fowler and
Joseph Barr.
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URER OF THE UNITED STATES

February 	 1965

Mr. Allen Munro
271 Main Street
Malden 48, Massachusetts

Registered Mail

Dear Mr. Munro:

I am enclosing your $1. 00 which I have autographed

as you requested in your letter of February 3, 1965. I

have also obtained Secretary Dillon's autograph on it for

you.

It is a pleasure to do this and I hope it brings you

a great deal of enjoyment.

With kind regards.

Sincerely yours,

Kathryn O'Hay Granahan

Katherine O'Hay Granahan (or an
associate) carried this Star
(replacement) Note over to her
boss's office, C. Douglas Dillon,
and had him sign the same bill for
the author.



United States Secretaries of the Treasury
John W. Snyder
George M. Humphrey
Robert B. Anderson
C. Douglas Dillon
Henry H. Fowler
Joseph W. Barr
David M. Kennedy
John B. Connally
George P. Shultz
William E. Simon
W. Michael Blumenthal
G. William Miller
Donald T. Regan
James A. Baker III
Nicholas F. Brady
Lloyd M. Bentsen
Robert E. Rubin
Lawrence H. Summers
Paul H. O'Neill
John W. Snow

Truman
Eisenhower
Eisenhower
Kennedy/L.B. Johnson
L.B. Johnson
L.B. Johnson
Nixon
Nixon
Nixon
Nixon/Ford
Carter
Carter
Reagan
Reagan
Reagan/G.H.W. Bush
Clinton
Clinton
Clinton
G.W. Bush
G.W. Bush

United States Treasurers

6/25/46 — 1/20/53
1/21/53 — 7/29/57
7/29/57 — 1/20/61
1/21/61 — 4/1/65
4/1/65 — 12/20/68
12/21/68 — 1/20/69
1/22/69 — 2/10/71
2/11/71 — 6/12/72
6/12/72 — 5/8/74
5/8/74 — 1/20/77
1/23/77 — 8/4/79
8/7/79 — 1/20/81
1/22/81 — 2/1/85
2/4/85 — 8/17/88
9/15/88 — 1/17/93
1/20/93 — 12/22/94
1/11/95 — 7/2/99
7/2/99 — 1/20/01
1/20/01 - 12/31/02
2/3/03 -

Georgia Neese Clark
Ivy Baker Priest
Elizabeth Rudel Smith
Kathryn O'Hay Granahan
Dorothy Andrews Elston
Dorothy Andrews Elson Kabis
Romana Acosta Banuelos
Francine Irving Neff
Azie Taylor Morton
Angela Marie Buchanan
Katherine D. Ortega
Catalina Vasquez Villalpando
Mary Ellen Withrow
Rosario Marin

Truman/Eisenhower
Eisenhower/Kennedy
Kennedy
Kennedy/L.B. Johnson
Nixon
Nixon
Nixon
Ford
Carter
Reagan
Reagan/G.H.W. Bush
G.H.W. Bush
Clinton
G.W. Bush

6/21/49 — 1/27/53
1/28/53 — 1/29/61
1/30/61 — 4/13/62
1/3/63 — 11/20/66
5/8/69 — 9/17/70
9/17/70 — 4/3/71
12/17/71 — 2/14/74
6/21/74 — 1/19/77
9/12/77 — 1/20/81
3/17/81 — 7/5/83
9/22/83 — 7/1/89
11/20/89 — 1/20/93
3/1/94 — 1/20/01
8/16/01 -
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All these individuals' facsimile signa-
tures have appeared on U.S. currency
since Munro started his collection as a
high school student. All have also
autographed dollars for the collector.

getting Secretary Dillon's autograph on the note too, she wrote "It is a pleasure
to do this and I hope it brings you a great deal of enjoyment."

Dorothy Andrews Kabis, Dorothy Andrews Elston, and Romana Acosta
Banuelos anwered me in about a week. Most of the others in a couple weeks,
or a couple of months.

Sometimes it does take a while for the dollar to come back autographed.
In 1984 Treasurer Ortega's secretary Annabella Mejia said "Please forgive the
delay in responding to your request. Mrs. Ortega's schedule has been very
demanding during the past several months and it was impossible to honor
requests for autographed bills in a timely manner. We appreciate your
patience."

Joseph W. Barr was an amusing situation. Since he was only in office
from 12/21/68 to 1/20/69, my dollar note was returned to me since he was
"out" of office. I tracked him down to The American Security and Trust Co. in
Washington where he was its President, but never received my note back. I
then sent a second note stating that I have never lost a note before, and in a
short time received my autographed dollar.
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THE TREASURER OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20220

August 16, 1974

Mr. Allen Munro
254 Main Street
Malden, Massachusetts 02148

Dear Mr. Munro:

Thank you for your recent note regarding the
new Simon - Neff bills.

• Enclosed is the autographed money which you
have requested.

May I ask, in return, that you continue to
work against inflation so that this money, and
all of our money, will remain strong.

Sincerely,

‘7 :42.4121•40-4.re-e-- 	1-;e2

Francine I. Neff

Francine I. Neff's approach is some-
what novel, employing common ver-
nacular (i.e. "bills" and "money" for
"notes," or "currency"), together with
a personal plea to help fight inflation.
Inflation was a major economic prob-
lem in the early 1970s leading
President Nixon to proclaim a wage
and price freeze.

(Mrs. Edward J.) 
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Several of the Treasury officials have
personalized their autographs to
Munro, while most have not.
Personality is shown in a variety of
ways. Note Lloyd Bentsen's and
William Simon's penned autographs
below. Both are much more exuberant
than the formalized signatures
engraved on the currency. The large
flourishes indicate confidence, leading
one to speculate whether the limited
space on the currency "cramped" their
natural style.

-14.34kit.44.1
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THE TREASURER OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON. D.C. 2011110

February 13, 1978

Mr. Allen Munro
254 Main Street
Malden, Mass. 02148

Dear Mr. Munro:

Thanks ever so much for your support and
good wishes.

Enclosed is the autographed one dollar
note that you have requested.

I'm honored that you chose to add my
signature to your very fine collection.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Azie Taylor Morton

Enclosure

ITU1 IMICIfiga
Treasurer Azie Taylor
Morton wrote that she was
"honored" to autograph a
dollar for Munro. Other offi-
cials have said they were
"happy," "pleased," or
"delighted" to do so.
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Many of these officials have interesting
and unique lives and experiences
beyond their duties in the U.S. Treasury
Department. Nixon's second Secretary
of the Treasury, former Texas Governor
John Connally was riding in the John
Kennedy autocade that fateful day in
Dallas in 1963, and was also wounded
in the armed assault. Rosario Marin is
the first Mexican-born U.S. Treasurer.A0207 7-5371r
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THE TREASURER OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220

December 11, 1984

Dear Mr. Munro:

Your two $1.00 notes, which Treasurer Ortega
was delighted to autograph for you, are returned
with her best wishes.

Please forgive the delay in responding to your
request. Mrs. Ortega's schedule has been very
demanding during the past several months and it was
impossible to honor requests for autographed bills
in a timely manner. We appreciate your patience.

Best wishes for the holiday season.

Sincerely,

Annabella Mejia
Secretary to the Treasurer

Most often the letter that comes back with the autographed dollar says
that the Secretary of the Treasury or Treasurer was "happy," or "pleased" or
"delighted" to sign it for me. Sometimes they also send a biography on the
official, too.

In 1971 Dorothy Andrews Kabis wrote me that she "deeply appreciated"
my letter and best wishes.

A year later in 1972, Romana Acosta Banuelos wrote me a similar mes-
sage. She was "grateful for your (my) kind words and congratulations."

In 1974 Francine I. Neff returned my autographed dollar with the mes-
sage "May I ask, in return, that you continue to work against inflation so that
this money, and all of our money, will remain strong."

Azie Taylor Morton sent a signed, typed note in 1978 that said "I'm hon-
ored that you chose to add my signature to your very fine collection."

I've received many other pleasant comments with the return of these
autographed notes.

In 1985 Treasury Secretary Baker's secretary Sandy Medwid wrote "Best
of luck on adding even more to your collection."

Treasurer Mary Ellen Withrow wrote me in 1994 that "It sounds like

Often the cover letters accompanying
return of the autographed notes are
typed over the government officials'
signatures giving Munro instantly two-
for-one second numismatic collectibles.
Ms. Ortega had a very long name and a
great many responsibilities, evidently,
but her Secretary got a pair of auto-
graphed notes back to Munro in time
for holiday greetings in 1984.
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Spurred by his success obtaining U.S.
Treasury officials' signatures on notes,
collector Al Munro has also approached
foreign dignitaries asking them to sign
notes. Officials in Canada (below) and
Nicaragua (over) have complied, but
spoil sports in Trinidad and Tobago
nixed the request as "inappropriate."
Oh well, nothing ventured; nothing
gained.

your collction of autographed dollar notes is quite extensive. . . .If there is any-
thing else that I can do, please feel free to let me know."

In 2002 Erica Stewart, Treasurer Marin's assistant wrote that she hoped
"that the collection will continue to grow."

During the time between appointments of new Treasurers and Treasury
Secretaries, I decided to try for foreign signatures on notes.

Most hand written signatures are very difficult to decipher on foreign
currency making it extremely difficult to send and receive the notes back in a
timely fashion. Most officials were out of office by the time my request was
received, so I have since put foreign collecting on hold, but not for long.

Interestingly, Trinidad and Tobago returned my note saying they
thought it was "inappropriate to comply." I decided to cross them off my vaca-
tion plans! I unsuccessfully sent a pound note to Queen Elizabeth to autograph.
That probably didn't get through the front gate! I actually sent Fidel Castro a
note years ago to sign. I am sure he bought a cigar with it.
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DEPAR1MENTOFTHETREASURY
WASIIINGTON

December 12, 1994

Allen Munro
261 Upham Street
Melrose, Mass. 02176

Dear Mr. Munro:

Thank you for your letter. It sounds like your
collection of autographed dollar notes is quite
extensive.

Enclosed you will find the autographed dollar bill
that you requested. If there is anything else
that I can do, please feel free to let me know.

Happy Holidays!

Sincerely,

MARY ELLEN WITHROW
Treasurer of the United States

'Yesterday  is a cancel -Led cheek, tomorrow is a prontisst7ry note,
Cut today is cash."

Mary Effett 'Withrow
Treasurer of the United States

THIS NOTE IS LEGAL TENDER
FOR ALL DEBTS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE

When Mary Ellen Withrow was
U.S. Treasurer her stationery
had security-type engraving
similar to that which appears
on the currency down both
sides and the numismatic apho-
rism: "Yesterday is a cancelled
check; tomorrow is a promisso-
ry note, but today is cash."
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However, I have had some luck with obtaining autographs of foreign
notes. An official in Canada was kind enough to accommodate my request, as
was one in Nicaragua, thanks to my brother who was an American embassy
officer at the time.

My youngest brother, married to a Nicaraguan General's daughter, used
a little influence in getting the President's autograph on a five Cordoba note.

As an employee with the American Embassy for many years, I asked him
during his employment in different countries to attempt to get me autographed
notes whenever possible.

The Nicaraguan President autographed the five Cordoba note, but was
not the best liked person in Nicaragua by his countrymen or also by the United
States. He was in office from 1967 - 1979, but unfortunately was assassinated in
Paraguay soon after his term.

My foreign signature attempts in the future will be Australia, New
Zealand, and England again.

There are many interesting avenues for the paper money collector. I'm
glad I chose to collect autographed signatures from our Treasurers and
Treasuiy Secretaries on dollar bills.

I've been doing it for more than 50 years now, and am still waiting anx-
iously for a new Treasurer or Secretary of the Treasury to be appointed. You
can bet I'll send him or her a crisp dollar note to autograph for me as soon as
they become available.

Munro's most recent acquisition is a
note bearing the autograph of Secretary
of the Treasury John W. Snow.
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