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Where Are They Now?
By Steve Whitfield

T HAVE BEEN LOOKING FOR AND COLLECTING
Kansas obsolete notes since about 1970, three decades.

Quickly apparent was the fact that many of the notes were
unique or had only a couple of copies known. Since I wanted
to obtain illustrations of every Kansas note, it became
important to locate the great rarities. And so, I began keep-
ing records of when notes appeared and where they were
located.

The copies in museums were easy to find and I have
copies (although it is still hard to get full size copies done in
color with good quality). Over the years I have managed to
obtain copies, or in some cases collect the actual notes, for
what has turned into a lifelong project of seeking informa-
tion about Kansas obsoletes. During this period several
important collections were formed and a number of old
holdings were dispersed. Although I tried to keep track of
where the notes wound up, I was unsuccessful in a couple of
cases.

In 1940, the Chase Manhattan Money Museum had a
fine holding of Kansas obsolete notes. This included all
types, from chartered banks to depression scrip. A number
of these were unique. When I first learned of the collection,
I wrote and requested an inventory of the holdings, which I
then used to request photographs. It was interesting to
compare the difference in the collection from 1940 to the
early 1970s. Many of the 1940s notes were no longer in the
collection and a few others had been added. I suspect that
these were traded away or possibly spirited out of the collec-
tion under suspicious circumstances. I know for example
that some early collector/researchers traded common notes
to unknowledgeable museums for great rarities. Even so
there were still a number of great notes in the collection, of
which I was able to obtain photographs.

Around 1973, the Chase decided to dispose of the
money museum. George Wait was able to purchase, or dis-
pose of a number of the obsolete notes. He was selected
because he was one of the few persons who knew anything
about these notes or their potential value. Four of the
Kansas notes were eventually turned over to Dean Oakes by
Mr. Wait. In later years I was able to convince Dean to put
those notes up for auction, since he did not collect Kansas.
Included were an issued copy of the $1 Bank of the State of
Kansas note in very poor condition and a unique $1 note of
the Exchange Bank of Atchison. I did not attend the sale,
and both of the notes went for more than I bid. But I did
have copies of the notes. I do not know the present where-
abouts of one of these notes.

There were four other notes of interest in the collec-
tion. These included two issued notes, of the $3 and $5
denomination on the Kansas Valley Bank of Atchison; and a
$2 unissued note on the Exchange Bank of Atchison. I
believe that Wait also had these notes after 1973 and may
have sold them to others. Except for the $2 which surfaced

at the Smithsonian Institution, their whereabouts is a mys-
tery and has been so since they left the Chase in 1973. I do
have black and white photos of the notes, but desire to
obtain color copies of them for the Kansas listing. Three
merchant scrip notes of John Pipher from Manhattan were
also part of the museum holdings that disappeared. I have
photos of the $1 and the 10-cent note, which surfaced at the
Smithsonian Institution. But where is the $1, and when, if
ever, will it surface again?

The Scott/Kerr $1 that was in the museum in 1940 was
gone before 1973, and is undoubtedly one of the 11 notes
known in collections today. Another great note in the 1940
collection was the only known copy of a $1 piece of mer-
chant scrip, issued by Englehart & Fairchild of Hiawatha.
This has to be the note in Eric Newman's collection, proba-
bly obtained by Mr. Osmun at some point. There are also
rumors of some sheets held by descendants so more of them
may turn up in the future. Another note that apparently
wound up in Eric Newman's collection is the 25-cent scrip
piece of Streeter & Strickler.

A mysterious note is one reported by D.C. Wismer.
This was a $2 denomination piece on John Pipher of
Manhattan. A typewritten, partial description of the note
was found in some correspondence of Wismer's many years
ago. I have the description, along with his other notations
about Kansas notes, but have never been able to locate the
note. Where is it? An illustration of this note is needed for
the record.

Two very important Kansas notes disappeared from an
exhibit at the State House in Topeka in 1956. These were a
$5 note on the Bank of the State of Kansas and a $20 note of
the Kansas Valley Bank. Both of these notes were loaned by
the state historical society, and turned up missing when the
exhibit was dismantled. Both notes were unissued examples.
Fortunately we have illustrations of the $20 (one is shown in
Haxby's book and the American Bank Note Company
reproduced this note for the state series of banknotes). We
also know what the $5 looked like, but want an actual photo
of it. It is remotely possible that the notes could still be in
the museum, misfiled or otherwise misplaced.

A New York collector reported owning an issued copy
of a $10 Kansas Valley Bank note many years ago. This note
also has not turned up in the last 30 years. It also has no
photographic copies in existence although we know what it
looked like. This is another important rarity that needs to
be recorded. It is possible that other copies of this note
exist, although none have been reported.

The few facts known about these "mystery notes" and
the secretiveness of many collectors have kept the where-
abouts of many of these notes unknown for nearly 30 years.
I'll continue to be patient and hope that, someday, some
dealer who knows me will call and say, "Hey Steve, I've got
something you'll be interested in."
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