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A 1909 photograph of the J.H. Sullivan
Company, Whitehall, NY, looking at the
Canal Street entrance. (Canal Street is
now named Main Street.)

J. H. Sullivan
Prospers from His Education

at Bryant, Stratton & Folsom's
Albany Business College

By Jeff Sullivan

My great, great grandfather,
John H.Sullivan (right), who at
age 18 in 1864 attended
Bryant & Stratton Business
College in Albany, N.Y.

THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT
avenues to pursue when collecting
paper money and related items.
One of my personal favorties is

college currency, because my great, great
grandfather used it when he was a teenager
in training for his career. In case you are
unfamiliar with college currency, it is paper
money that was used in business colleges,
mainly in the mid-1800s to the early 1900s,
to teach students how to account for and
handle money in simulated business trans-
actions.

Bryant & Stratton Business College of
Albany, New York, was one of these business
colleges that used this type of paper money.
This was the institution which my great, great
grandfather attended. The college was started by
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Bronze bust of Silas S. Packard,
founder of what is now Bryant &
Stratton Business College in Albany,
N.Y. (Photo courtesy of Prentiss
Carnell).
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Silas Sadler Packard, who
had received his education at
Granville Academy in
Granville, OH and went on
to become a traveling pen-
manship teacher. During his
travels he went to Albany,
NY where he opened a busi-
ness college located on the
fifth floor of the Exchange
Bank Building, 448
Broadway St. January 1,
1857. This institution has
been in continual operation
ever since, although
Packard's first class consisted
of just one student.

Though Silas Packard
had founded the college, he
was quickly joined in part-
nership by H.B. Bryant and
Bryant's brother-in-law
H.D. Stratton, who already

had a chain of business schools operating throughout thiscountry and Canada.
Within a year of forming a partnership with Bryant and Stratton, Packard
moved on and founded another business school in New York City. Both
Bryant and Stratton had attended the Cleveland Mercantile College founded
by Ezekiel G. Folsom. In 1863 Folsom became principle of the Albany school.
Another branch was located in nearby Troy, NY. Eventually Folsom succeed-
ed Bryant and Stratton as principal owners.

Folsom later published a book, The Logic of Accounts, and pioneered the
teaching of business ethics and political economy in a business setting. The
curriculum also included instruction in bookkeeping, penmanship, stenogra-
phy, grammar, arithmetic, business correspondence, the science of govern-
ment, and commercial law.

In 1864 my great, great grandfather John Henry Sullivan, 18 years of age
at the time, attended the Bryant & Stratton Business College in Albany. When
he was there the school was located in the Kidds Building, 43-48 North Pearl
Street, were it remained until 1873. Then in need of a larger space, it relocated
up the street to 51-53 North Pearl Street.
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Far left: Bryant, Stratton & Folsom's
Albany Business College, Kidd's
Building 43-45 North Pearl Street, at
the time my great, great grandfather
studied there.

Students in formal business attire
transact commercial practice sessions
at the First National College Bank of
Bryant, Stratton & Folsom's Albany
Business College at the time J.H.
Sullivan attended. Cage windows are
labelled "Book Keeper," "Paying
Teller," "Receiving Teller," and
"Discount Teller."
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A scholarship (receipt) made out to my
great, great grandfather J.H. Sullivan
January 13, 1864, entitling him to a full
course of instruction. This receipt was
issued by Ezekiel G. Folsom, who later
replaced H.B. Bryant and H.D. Stratton
as principal owners of the school.

At the time my relative attended the school, tuition was $40 for a full
course of instruction. One of the many stations that a student had to go
through was that of "teller" to learn how to count and handle money. J.H.
Sullivan signed a $5 Bryant & Stratton's National College Bank note as teller
that is in my collection. E.G. Folsom also signed the note as principal. This
denomination is not listed in Herb and Martha Schingoethe's catalog, College
Currency: Money for Business Training, which lists only a $1 note and a $500
note from the school during the Civil War period.

During this era students worked at their own individual pace, and each
student was given individual attention. By studying at night, my great, great
grandfather completed the course in about half the time usually required.
There can be little doubt that his schooling contributed to the subsequent busi-
ness and commercial success he enjoyed.

Upon completion of the course of instruction, John returned home to
Whitehall, NY, where he filled the position of bookkeeper and accountant in
the office of W.W. Cooke Lumber Mills. In late 1864 John went to Adrian,
MI, to work as a bookkeeper for a large hardware establishment. There he met
his future wife, Sarah Jane Ingersoll. After returning home to Whitehall in
1868, John entered into a partnership with Elisha A. Martin.

The new firm was known as J. H. Sullivan & Company. This was a gro-
cery, feed and hardware business. After being located at a couple of different
addresses, John acquired the property at the corner of Canal Street (currently
Main Street) and Saunders Street. There he built a large three-story building
with entrances onto both streets. In 1882 John bought out his partner Mr.
Martin. At the time of his death on January 15, 1908, at the age of 63, John
had been engaged in business longer than any other merchant in town and had
one of the most prospering businesses in the community.

J. H. Sullivan & Co. continued in operation under one of John's sons,
Hermon, until the mid 1930s, when Hermon's age and circumstances of the
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One of the many stations that
a student had to go through
was that of a "teller" to learn
how to count and handle
money. J.H. Sullivan signed
this note remnant with the
word "teller" vertically at the
left end, bottom to top. The
right end is signed, top to bot-
tom by E.G.Folsom, principle.
Signature details shown actual
size below: Sullivan (left);
Folsom (right).

Great Depression put an end to 60-plus years of business.
The school that my great, great grandfather attended evolved over the

years. In 1882 women were admitted for the first time to the college; six
women in a class of 256. At that time, $50 would purchase six months tuition.
Ten years later there were 200 women enrolled at the school, due in large part
to the invention of the typewriter and the inclusion of typewriting in the cur-
riculum. By the mid-1880s class sizes averaged 300 students per year, and the
school claimed 5,000 graduates of its day and evening programs. In 1900 the
school started publishing its own textbooks.

Through the years this institution has undergone several name changes. One
of the longer standing names was Albany Business College (A.B.C.), under which
style the school operated for about a century. In 1890 the school was registered by
the Board of Regents of the University of the State of New York. The state char-
tered the school under the name Albany Business College. State registration and
inspection protected the rights of young people by ensuring that teachers were fully
qualified, the facilities adequate and courses geared to the business community.

In 1988 the Albany Business College reverted back to the Bryant & Stratton
chain of business colleges. In 1991 the college moved to its current location of
1259 Central Avenue. The school currently offers Associate Degrees in 10 areas of
study, and offers diplomas in nine courses. It now takes four semesters to earn a
Associates degree from the school. Since this college works on a trimester sched-
ule, it would take approximately 16 months to complete a degree at a cost of
approximately $19,000. Recently there were approximately 475 students enrolled
at the school.

I am fortunate to have an old J. H. Sullivan Company business ledger from
the late 1800s, and the penmanship is absolutely beautiful, very ornate, almost a
work of art. Penmanship is one of the classes that my great, great grandfather had
taken at the business college.

There is no doubt that the business education that my great, great grandfa-
ther received from the Bryant & Stratton Business College provided the basis for
his successful business career.

Sources
Special thanks goes to Prentiss Carnell, who was president of the Albany

Business College from 1972 to 1988. Mr. Carnell is also the great grandson of
John R. Carnell, who purchased controlling interest in the college from E.G.
Folsom in 1884. The Carnell family operated the college for four generations,
spanning more than 100 years. I also would like to thank Betty Koska, Registrar,
Bryant & Stratton Business College, Albany, N.Y. Additional information was
obtained from The Whitehall Chronicle newspaper (January 24, 1908), a Bryant,
Stratton & Folsom's Albany Business College newspaper (January, 1865), College
Currency: Money for Business Training, and from J. H. Sullivan & Co. business docu-
ments.
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The front page of a monthly newspaper issued in January, 1865, by the colllege advertising its services and branches (note
links in the chain across the bottom of the masthead): Utica, NY: Washington, D.C.; Portland, ME; Montreal, CE;
Toronto, CE; Providence, RI; Albany, NY; Troy, NY, New York, NY, Brooklyn, NY, Philadelphia, PA; Hartford, CT,
Baltimore, MD; Neward, NJ, Boston, Ma; Rochester, NY, Buffalo, NY, Cleveland, OH; Chicago, IL; Milwaukee, WI; St.
Louis, MO; Detroit, MI; Cincinnati, 01-1; Davenport, IA. (Newspaper courtesy of Prentiss Carnell)


	J. H. Sullivan Prospers from His Education

