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P. R. R., Fargo, D. T
Catalogues free.,

FaC imL1es of 13.13„Treasury and Na-
tional Bank Bills,

Consisting of nine exact imitations of United
States treasury notes and_ nine of national bank
. bills. eighteen in all of various denominations.
As a rare and instantineous means of detecting
counterfeit money they are invaluable. Postal
cards,not answered: A. .C. Lowx,

49-52	 311 Bowery, New York City.
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Is A.C. Lowe's Notice
Really Just a Veiled
Green Goods Ad?

GREEN GOODS OPERATORS FOUND SUCK-
ers all over the country. Just how did they find

the gullible, shady and crooked characters who would
fall for their
swindle?
Probably there
were as many
ways of finding
suckers as there
were methods of
working the
grift.
Counterfeit
money was
unnecessary to
the green goods
man. He sold
the idea that he
ha d unde-
tectable coun-
terfeit to sell. If
it had been as
undetectable as
he intimated
there would have been no need to discount it to
strangers.

Many contacts were made through specialized
mailings to persons in need of money; often, the lists
were obtained from commercial and official sources.
The operators insisted on anonymity in any contact
with customers, and strict avoidance of the United
States mail. It was a secretive, one-to-one, dealer-
sucker, operation.

A curious advertisement appeared in four issues
of the Bismarck (Dakota Territory) Tribune in June,
1882. It used catch words of the green goods man:
fac similies, exact imitations and postal cards not
answered. The advertisement intimated the eighteen
facsimiles of United States Treasury Notes and
National Bank bills could be used as counterfeit
detectors.

That might be construed, by certain people, to

suggest the facsimiles were life size and accurate in
all details. But should that be accepted to suggest
the merchandise could be passed as currency?

After writing for information, in an envelope
without a return address, what kind of facsimiles did
the purchaser from Dakota Territory get for money
(certainly an amount well below the face value of the
facsimiles) he sent to A. C. Lowe? Was it a set of
eighteen cards with photographs of Treasury Notes
and National Bank bills? It is a reasonable possibili-
ty.

R.C. Naramore registered photographic minia-
tures of the various United States Treasury Notes
and National Bank Notes mounted on cards in the
office of the Clerk of the District Court in
Connecticut in 1866. It was a method of copyright-
ing the idea. Secretary of the Treasury Hugh
McCulloch approved the plan and the "Souvenirs"
were published by the American Photograph Co.,
Bridgeport, Connecticut.

Cards published under the Naramore registration
had printed
gilt frames
on their
fronts and
pertinent
information
on their
backs.
That they
could be
use d as
counterfeit
detectors
was not
part of the
text, how-
ever. They
were simply
sold as sou-
venirs.

Other
Bismarck, Dakota Territory, Tribune, June 9, individuals
1882, page 4
	 mounted

and 	 sold
photograph-
ic minia-

tures of bills on plain cards, perhaps in contraven-
tion of the Naramore copyright. Either of these sets
of facsimiles may have been sold by Lowe as invalu-
able "instantaneous means of detecting counterfeit
money."

If not these, Lowe undoubtedly was selling coun-
terfeit detectors of some kind. But he certainly was
using the jargon of the green goods man to attract
customers through a public advertisement.

Just how legitimate was his "counterfeit detec-
tor" business? We may never know. Dare one sug-
gest he compiled a mailing list for genuine green
goods operators?
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