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A Culion Leper Colony Lowered Note
By Jim Watson

r-r HE ISLAND OF CULION IS 20 MILES LONG AND 10 MILES
wide, and is the second largest island of the Caalamian Group, situated

roughly midway between the north end of Palawan Island and the Island of
Mindoro. The Philippines had been claimed for Spain by Ferdinand Magellan
in 1521, and the first Spanish settlement was established in 1865. At the end of
the Spanish American War the Philippines were ceded to the United States.
Culion was established as a leper colony in 1906.

The numismatic history of Culion Leper Colony
began in 1913 with an issue of special coins for use only
in the colony. Coinage was carried on intermittently
through 1930. Until World War II no special emission
was made for Culion. The war began, and in early part
1942 the colony found itself cut off from normal sup-
plies of currency. Since the local authorities were
unable to pay salaries and purchase supplies, they held a
public meeting and an issue of emergency currency
dated 1942 was approved under control of a special
committee. President Quezon gave his approval from
Emergency Headquarters in Iloilo on February 9, 1942.

The currency was used until July 28th when the
Japanese over ran the island and issued their own cur-
rency for all occupied Philippine territory. The total
printed for all notes was 144,488. Printing was done in
four lots from January 28 to May 29, 1942 under careful
committee supervision. The issue was heavily used and
many notes are found in fair to poor condition.

Notes of the Culion Emergency Committee were
recognized and redeemed as a pre-surrender issue. The
reverse are rubber stamped on the back in purple:

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
Department of Public Instruction
Bureau of Health
Later issues of the 1, 5, and 20 Centavos also have

a mimeo imprint showing presidential authority.
The illustrated note was evidently first printed as a

50 Centavo note with the presidential authority, which was not normally put on
the 50 Centavos. Evidently someone went to a great deal of trouble to lower
the denomination from 50 to 5 Centavos. (See enlargement below.) VVhy this
was done, is a mystery. Could they have inadvertently placed the presidential

authority on a 50 Centavo note, and rather than discard
the note as an error, converted it to a 5 Centavo note?
This would at least permit it to be spent.

There are other possibilities, and I would like to
hear hypotheses that readers may have. Please contact
the Editor. 
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