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Bermuda -- A Different Crown Colony
By Nelson Page Aspen

IT WAS THE 28TH OF JULY 1609 THAT THE
Sea Venture, off her course to Jamestown due to a hur-

ricane crashed upon the reefs of Bermuda. Since then
Bermuda has never been devoid of Englishmen (and
women!).

The first colonists arrived on "The Plough" with
Governor Richard Moore. A Charter had been given by
King James I to the "Virginia Company" on March 12,

1612. Upon their arrival they set up a government
derived from the British system, with the Governor rep-
resenting the interests of the Virginia Company. The
Company was the ultimate authority, with the Governor
exercising authority on its behalf.

On August 1, 1620, the first meeting of its parlia-
ment (the first and oldest in the Western Hemisphere)
took place. The Governor's Council attended the ses-
sion, but although claiming to be the first "self govern-
ing" body in the British Empire, the acts passed by this
legislative body were subject to ratification by the compa-
ny.

It was in 1684 that the first direct representative of
the Crown arrived. He was Governor Colonel Richard
Coney. His successors have continued as Crown repre-
sentatives.

Throughout the 17th-20th centuries the struggle for
ultimate authority for the government from the Crown

was unending. Bermuda wanted the power to be vested
in the Bermuda Parliament.

The change occurred in 1966, when a Constitutional
Conference was held in London and a Bermuda
Constitution was agreed upon. It was finally approved by
Her Majesty in February 1968. The Constitution safe-
guarded the fundamental rights and freedoms of the indi-
vidual and the needs of the public interest. The

Constitution became effective in June 1968
and has worked well.

The new government retained the old
titles of Executive Council, Legislative
Council and House of Assembly, although the
first is now called the Premier's Cabinet and
the Second, the Senate. The power has now
shifted and the responsibility of government
rested with Bermudians.

In 1968 after a general election, the
Governor was directed to appoint as
"Government Leader" the most able to head
the House of Assembly. The Government
Leader makes the appropriate appointments,
then made "official" by the Governor. The
appointment of the Judiciary was retained by
the Governor to avoid political pressures.

The first Government Leader was Sir
Henry Tucker and the Deputy was Edward
Richards. Tucker served until December
1971, when he resigned. Sir Edward became
the "Leader of the Government," which title
was changed in 1973 to "Premier."

He was followed by Sir John Sharpe, Sir
David Gibbons, Sir John Swan, Dr. David
Saul and Ms. Pamela Gordon.

The two party system has worked well for Bermuda.
The United Bermuda Party held sway for 30 years until
November 1999, when the Progressive Labor Party took
over the reins of government with Jennifer Smith, the
second woman Premier, becoming Bermuda's eighth.

One of the first Acts of Parliament in 1969 was the
establishment of the Bermuda Monetary Authority. This
involved a monetary change from the Sterling system of
pounds and fractions thereof to the decimal system of
dollars and cents, which would be equivalent to the U.S.
dollar and its coinage.

The first issue was dated 6th February 1970, and
included a $1, $5, $10, $20, and $50. The first $100
denomination was added with the date of 2nd January
1982. Replacement notes began with the Bermuda
Monetary Authority notes of the $1 denomination of 1st
July 1975, which are known as "Zed Notes."
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