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MG James Birdseye McPherson
Union General, Currency Subject

By Frank Clark
Y GREAT-GRANDMOTHER LIVED ON MCPHERSON
Ave in Atlanta, Georgia. At a very early age, I was told that the
street was named for a "Yankee"
general, who was killed just

down the street. In fact, there is mon-
ument to this effect at the corner of
McPherson Ave and Monument
Ave. It reads:

Death of McPherson
"The monument in the enclo-
sure was erected by U.S.
Army Engineers to mark the
site where Maj. Gen. James
B. McPherson was killed
during the Battle of Atlanta,
July 22, 1864. McPherson
rode S. from the Ga. R.R.
when he heard firing in
Sugar Cr. valley, where the
rear attack by Waler's & Bates
divs. fell upon Dodge's 16th
A.C. After pausing to observe
this part of the battle, he galloped

toward the
left of the
17th A.G. (Flat
Shoals & Clenwood)
on a road through the pines. At this point he was
assailed by skirmishers of Cleburne's div. refusing to
surrender he was shot while attempting to escape."
McPherson was one of two Union Major Generals
killed in the battle of Atlanta.

Later, when I began to collect currency, I was sur-
prised to learn that this same Union general's portrait is
on the face of $2 Treasury (or Coin) Notes of 1890 and
1891. Maybe I was destined to collect currency all
along.

James Birdseye McPherson was born on
November 14, 1828, at Clyde, Ohio. In 1853, he grad-
uated from the United States Military Academy as a sec-
ond lieutenant of engineers, and spent the next couple
of years there as the assistant instructor of practical
engineering. Next, he saw duty constructing the
defenses for the harbor of New York City, and improv-
ing the defenses of the Hudson River. His next post was
in San Francisco constructing Fort Delaware and the
defenses of Alcatraz Island.

At the opening of the Civil War, he applied for

Right: James Birdseye McPherson was
engraved by Charles Burt

Below: The monument built by U.S.
Army engineers to mark the site where
Major General James B. McPherson
was killed on July 22, 1864. An his-
toric plaque is in the foreground and a
cannon barrel pointing skyward is in
the background.
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Above: Face and back of a $2
Treasury or Coin Note of 1891,
Friedberg 356 with vignette of
McPherson at right.

Below: A postcard depicting a section
of the Cyclorama painting that shows
the fighting at the Hurt House.

duty in the field and rose rapidly through the ranks. He served at the siege of
Corinth, and at the siege and capture of Vicksburg. In March, 1864, he was
made commander of the Army of the Tennessee, which was one of three
armies under William T. Sherman's command. On May 7, 1864, the campaign
for Atlanta began as Union troops left their winter quarters in northern
Georgia and marched towards Atlanta less than one hundred miles to the
south. On July 19th, McPherson's Army of the Tennessee was just east of
Atlanta. On the 20th, it moved westward on Atlanta. The Battle of Atlanta
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Another historical marker in the area,

describing the Battle of Atlanta and the

deaths of Union Major Generals
McPherson and Walker.

Below: The Cyclorama Building in

Atlanta's Grant Park which holds the

immense painting of the Civil War bat-

tle and death of General McPherson.

began on July 22nd, and General McPherson awoke for the last
time.

McPherson and his staff had just finished lunch when gun-
fire in the southeast warned them of problems in the rear of the
army. He and his staff rode to a bill where they had a compre-
hensive view of the fighting in the Sugar Creek valley. His
troops were outnumbered, but holding their own. McPherson
sent his staff on various missions and rode forward on a narrow
road through pine trees toward the left of his army's line. He was
accompanied by a signal officer. The road had been controlled
by his troops two hours earlier, however now skirmishers belong-
ing to Patrick R. Cleburne's Confederate division had penetrated
the woods, where they had seen the two Union officers.
McPherson and his aide were ordered to halt. They did not, and
McPherson was shot as he attempted to escape. This occurred at
2 p.m. Only after a counterattack by Union forces was
McPherson's body recovered. It was then carried to General
Sherman's headquarters.

The Battle of Atlanta is memorialized on a massive painting
that has been displayed in the city for more than a century. In

relation to the Atlanta Cyclorama painting, the death of McPherson occurred
on the extreme southern horizon out of view in the fourth segment of the
painting. The Atlanta Cyclorama painting is 50 feet in height by 400 feet in
circumference done by German artists in 1885-1886. It is housed in its own
fireproof building on the grounds of Grant Park in Atlanta. This cyclorama
painting is the best known, mounted and dramatic of this art form of battle
cycloramas. Any visit of Atlanta must include this painting on one's agenda.

In addition to the monument, General McPherson is memorialized by a
fort bearing his name situated in the southwest part of the city. The monu-
ment to Major General McPherson was built by U.S. Army Engineers. It con-
sists of a cannon barrel pointing skyward that is enclosed by iron rails. There is
also a state of Georgia information plaque on the site. All of this history sur-
rounded my great-grandmother's house.
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