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Union Planters NB&T Co.
Memphis, Tennessee Rug

By Frank Clark

Amon Carter, Jr. with great pride points

towards his $5 Union Planters National

Bank & Trust Company of Memphis rug

at one of the very first International

Paper Money Shows held at The
Rivermont Hotel in Memphis in the late

1970s. Collectors of Nationals will rec-

ognize it is a Type 1 National Bank

Note. (Photo courtesy of Mike Crahb)

T HOMER BROOKS WAS MY CURRENCY MENTOR. HE
always had interesting stories to tell about the hobby and the peo-
ple in it. He lived to be almost 93, and therefore he was an

• observer on the scene for a very long time. One of the most
unusual stories I recall is the one about the huge rug that resembles a $5 small
size National Bank Note on the Union Planters National Bank & Trust
Company of Memphis, Tennessee.

Over the years, I had forgotten many of the details of the story.
However, a recent visit with the current owner of the rug, John N. Rowe,
brought back
some details of 7 l'.. , ,,,_

not all of them.
Luckily, when
John acquired
the rug he also
obtained two
letters and a v.,
type-written
write up from a
Cleveland,
Mississippi
newspaper.
With all the
documentary
evidence in
hand, I will
relate the story
to you.

Homer Brooks and Amon Carter, Jr. spoke at the 1965 ANA Convention
in August. Apparently, the conversation got around to the rug that Amon then
owned that was a replica of a $5 small size National Bank Note on the Union
Planters National Bank & Trust Company of Memphis, Tennessee. Homer
told Amon he would look up the history of the rug and write him about it after
he returned home to Nashville, Tennessee. Homer was a very detailed orient-
ed person and kept meticulous records.

Homer wrote Amon on September 13, 1965, about the rug's history.
Homer learned most of the history from one of the previous owner's, Dr. A.A.
"Fonzie" Sparkman of Cleveland, Mississippi, who was married to a cousin of
Homer's.

The story goes back to the 1920s where a Greek restaurateur prospered
during the Coolidge Administration, 1923-1929. However, he got real sick or
had a bad accident, and Dr. Sparkman cured him of his illness or saved his life.
The story is not clear on this point. The Greek went back to Greece after his
recovery to visit family and friends. He wanted to impress his relatives with his
American affluence and showed some of the U.S. currency he had with him to
his relatives. His relatives were rug weavers. He asked his relatives to weave
rugs that resembled the currency.
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Another late 1970s photo of rug
owner Amon Carter with his char-
acteristic stogie and the UP NB&T
Co. rug as a backdrop. (Photo
courtesy of Mike Crabb)

A $10 and two $1 note rugs were weaved besides the $5 on the Union
Planters. Few details are known about the $10 and the $1s (however, an old
photo in the SPMC archives showing a man displaying a $1 bank note rug may
depict one of the others that the Greek owned). No dye was used in the rugs;
all of the colors in the rugs are of natural sheep's wool. The Union Planters
rug is truly a work of art, and it is assumed the other rugs were/are also.

The $5 Union Planters rug has a brown Treasury seal, brown serial num-
bers and is black everywhere else where black ink would be on a real note. And
of course white wool was used where there is no ink of any kind. The rug looks
just a like a National Bank Note except for its size!

The Greek later returned to Cleveland, Mississippi, and either sold or
gave away the $10 and the two $1 rugs. The $5 on the Union Planters was
presented to Dr. Sparkman as a gift in appreciation for his having saved the
man's life or cured him of his illness. This rug then was displayed in banks in
Mississippi for quite some time.

At some point the FBI came into the picture; it is not known before or
after the rug was given to Dr. Sparkman. However, the Greek and the rug

were taken into custody. The story goes that the
Greek and the rug were later released because there
is a misspelled word in the lower part of the rug.
The word "President" is misspelled "Presitent".
Why this would be the case and why the Greek was
ever arrested in the first place is beyond me because
of the sheer size of the rug! Oh well, separating
fact from fiction in this story would be hard for
anybody! Needless to say, the Greek was admon-
ished to never have any additional rugs made that
resembled U.S. currency!

At about this time one of the $1 rugs was
written up in Ripley's "Believe It or Not." Another
one of the currency rugs was rumored to still be in
Mississippi, too. These rugs had garnered a notori-
ety all of their own. An article in a Cleveland,
Mississippi, newspaper stated that "rug experts" had
priced the rug in the $25,000 range.

Dr. Sparkman was born and reared in
Cleveland, Mississippi, and practiced medicine

there, too. During World War II he was stationed at The Veteran's
Domiciliary in Thomasville, Georgia. Homer Brooks and his wife once visited
the Sparkman's in Thomasville and the rug was hanging on the wall in the
Sparkman's living room.

After Dr. Sparkman died in 1957, Mrs. Sparkman moved to west
Tennessee and became a librarian for one of the high schools. She was an only
child, and she also had no children. It therefore fell to Homer to assist her in
liquidating real estate holdings in and near Cleveland, Mississippi. Homer was
a realtor, so Mrs. Sparkman was very lucky indeed. On one of her trips to
Nashville she brought the rug to Homer's residence and instructed him to sell
it.

During the Christmas holidays of 1958, Homer came to Dallas to visit his
daughter and her family. He brought the Union Planters rug along and
showed it to Wright Titus and Cave Johnson of the Texas Coin Exchange.
Mr. Titus was Homer's daughter's father-in-law. Cave Johnson bought the
rug and sold it to Amon Carter, Jr. shortly thereafter.

The next mention of the rug is when Homer and Amon talked about the
rug at the 1965 ANA, and Homer wrote Amon and told him the story of the
Union Planters rug. Armed with this information, Amon approached P.B.
Trotter, Vice President of the Union Planters National Bank. Mr. Trotter was
also a numismatist who Amon knew from attending coin shows.
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Is this one of the missing $1 currency
rugs created for the Greek restaura-
teur? Paper Money would appreciate
hearing from readers with information
on this subject.

Amon mailed the rug to Mr. Trotter and Mr. Trotter tried to talk the
president of the bank, Mr. Brown into purchasing the rug. Mr. Trotter sug-
gested the rug would look very nice in Mr. Brown's office, but Mr. Brown
declined and the rug was returned to Amon.

In the 1980s John N. Rowe acquired the rug from Amon. It hangs above
Mr. Rowe's desk in his office. Its measurements are approximately 72 inches
long with a height of 30 inches not including several extra inches of fringe on
the top and bottom of the note. The rug is very impressive to say the least.
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Tremmel Catalogs Bogus Confederate Notes
C ONFEDERATE PAPER MONEY COLLECTORS

will welcome SPMC member George Tremmel's break
through catalog Countelfeit Currency of the Confederate States of
America. Although the prevalence during the war
of bogus CSA notes is well documented, this new
work is the first catalog devoted exclusively and
exhaustively to recording and illustrating the many
fakes that exist.

An indefatigable collector and researcher,
Tremmel (who will be familiar to regular readers
of this publication) has tracked down more than
150 different contemporary Confederate fakes, as
well as numerous facsimiles, and fantasies, putting
each in its proper historical perspective.

An extensive historical narrative, based largely
on primary resource material at Duke University's
Perkins Library, supplemented by contemporary
newspaper accounts, secondary data, and the coop-
eration of Confederate currency specialists prefaces the cata-
log itself. Most importantly, to a work such as this, the author
has also had first hand access to a veritable cross-section of the
notes themselves as contained in the Thian volumes at Duke

University, as well as specialized collections and dealers' stocks
over a lengthy period of time.

While previous works provide only sketchy or generalized
information on CSA counterfeits, Tremmel
provides rarities, lucid explanations of
printing methods employed by the fakers,
exhaustive background on CSA facsimilists
Upham and Hilton, excellent photographs
and descriptions making various varieties
easy to attribute within existing catalog sys-
tems, and a documented and readable text.

As a companion volume to existing
CSA note catalogs like Criswell's and
Slabaugh's, this work is a helpful addition
to one's bookshelf. But as a fresh look at a
virgin area of Confederate finance,
Tremmel's book is unprecedented and
vital. Move over Schwab, Todd and Ball;

make room for the rest of the Confederate paper money story!
Hard covered, the 188-page volume is $39 postpaid from

McFarland Co., Inc., Box 611 PM, Jefferson, NC 28640 or
1-800-253-2187 (toll free). -- Fred Reed
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