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Wismer Catalog Update
By Steve Whitfield

SPMC Wismer Project

HE LAST TIME I UPDATED THE STATUST_ of the SPMC's Wismer project was about five
years ago. A few good paper money reference books
have been published since that time, but, at the rate we
are going, we will need until nearly 4000 AD if we are
ever going to complete this project. It is the same
problem as always. These are volunteer works by peo-
ple who are busy with their lives. Also, many states do
not have a designated, volunteer author who is currently
known to SPMC.

Even for the books that have been completed, sev-
eral of which have become valuable collectibles them-
selves, much new information and many new notes have
surfaced, so they are no longer current. Catalog updates
were published in Paper Money for Iowa and Kansas
many years ago, but they were exceptions to the rule.
Complete revisions and expansions have also been writ-
ten for Mississippi and Kansas, but we are experiencing
technical problems in getting them into print. The
good news is that Kentucky finally got published and
the Historical Society of Maryland has published a state
volume. New York Scrip by Gordon Harris has also
been privately printed.

Five years ago I also wished for several other cate-
gories of currency related catalogs to be completed.
Many of those have been done, including a volume on
Sutler Scrip and a recent book on advertising "Look-a-
Likes" by Bob Vlack. I also did an article for Paper
Money with some new information on Labor Exchange
notes. (See Vol 37, Whole #197, pg 147.) Two other
catalogs I hoped to see were a volume on Railroad Scrip
and Depression Scrip Issues before 1932. We are still
waiting on the last two, but I believe they are being
actively worked on.

As of now, here is the status of record for the vari-
ous states, as I know it.

REGION	 AUTHOR(S) 	 STATUS

NEW ENGLAND
CT	 John Ferreri, Roger Durand
ME*	 *	 Geo. Wait
MA
NH	 Q.D. Bowers, D. Sundman
NH	 K. LaFond (scrip)
RI*	 *	 Roger Durand
VT*	 Mayre Coulter

* Published by SPMC as part of the
NORTHEAST
Ni* 	 George Wait
NY	 John Glynn (banknotes)

Coordinator

Reference Works on Paper Money
By Steve Whitfield

OVER THE PAST 30 YEARS I HAVE WATCHED
as many paper money reference books were

researched, written and finally published. From the days
when there was very little information about the paper notes
we love to collect, to today, when one can pick up a refer-
ence work on almost any aspect of the paper money field,
we have come a long way. The more information made
available, the more interest is generated in the hobby and
the better for us all.

To be a serious paper money collector one must have a
paper money reference library. From Type Notes to
Nationals, from Depression Scrip of the 1930s to Coal
Company Scrip, and from Colonial Currency to Obsolete
Bank notes; there is some information available, and in
many cases a lot of information available, to help the collec-
tor both new and old. Of course, I have purchased all of
these reference works as they became available and eagerly
await more of them. Most recently I received delivery of
the new Advertising Scrip book by Bob Vlack, from R.M.
Smythe. The most eagerly awaited, yet to be published ref-
erences, are the future state Obsolete Note catalogs that will
hopefully be produced by the Society of Paper Money
Collectors, or by individual publishers. We really don't care
as long as the information gets into print. Volunteers are
solicited.

Several books, still needed by the hobby, have been in
the works for many years. They include a book on large
size Depression Scrip (notes issued before the 1930s), and a
catalog of Railroad Scrip, which several long time collectors
are working on. Another possible topic for a paper money
reference, might be "Federal Legislation Authorizing,
Prohibiting or Affecting the Issuance of Paper Money." We
all know about the 1865 legislation that taxed Obsolete
Notes out of existence, but there were many other currency
related laws. For example, I have run across a number of
references to merchants taking out a "Banker's License"
during the Civil War and paying the Tax Collector for the
privilege. What was that? Could anyone be a banker, with
all its associated rights and privileges just by paying a tax
during the Civil War? What were the details?

There are many subjects that could make a worthwhile
contribution to available Paper Money Reference material.
All it takes is time and effort to do the research and get it
typed. I suspect that publishers are eager to produce any
worthwhile reference manuscript presented to them. And,
even if budding authors have to publish their own works at
the local Kinkos, I'll wager there is a market in the hobby
that would at least cover expenses. And think of the satis-
faction at being referred to as the author and resident expert
of this or that paper money topic! +
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NY	 Gordon Harris (scrip) 	 Completed
PA* 	 R.T. Hoober 	 Completed

MID-ATLANTIC
DE Terry Bryan
DC
MD	 Pub'd by MD Hist. Society
VA	 Charles Affleck
WV	 (included in Virginia)

LA
	

Vacant
MS*
	

L. C. Leggett
	 Completed

Kraus 	 Update ready
NC
	

Vacant
SC
	

Austin Sheheen 	 In progress
TN
	

Paul Garland (d) (banknotes) Completed
(scrip)
	

Vacant
7X* 	 Bob Medlar (d)

	
Completed

In progress
Vacant
Completed
Completed

Completed
Completed
Completed

MIDWEST
AR*
	

Matt Rothert (d)
IA*
	

Dean Oakes
KS*
	

Steve Whitfield
(Revision ready)

MO
	

Eric Newman 	 In progress
NE
	

See Walton & McKee 	 Completed
OK*
	

Maurice Burgett (d)Completed

NORTH CENTRAL
IL
IN*
	

Wolka, Schramm & Vorhies Completed
Earl Hughes 	 Completed

OH*
	

Wendell Wolka 	 (Est. 2004)
MI
	

W. Lee, L. Falaterin progress
MN"
	

Rocky Rockholt 	 Completed
WI
	

Chet Krause 	 Completed

SOUTH
AL*
	

Walter Rosene 	 Completed
FL*
	

Harley Freeman 	 Completed
GA
	

Vacant

WESTERN & PACIFIC STATES
AK
AZ
CA
Colorado
HI
ID
MT
NV
NM
ND
SD
OR 	 Dick Naven 	 In progress
Utah 	 (See Al Rust)
WA	 Dick Naven 	 In progress
WY	 Vacant
Note: Some auction catalogs have included excellent repre-
sentative state collections, such as CA, IL and MO.
We need volunteer authors for the following states:
(1) MA , (2) DC, (3) GA, (4) LA, (5) NC, (6) CA. Anyone
interested in volunteering please notify me at Steve Whitfield,
PO BOX 268231, Weston, FL 33326.

liffit

(See bookbook on AK tokens)
(See Hal Birt's Book/Pamphlet)

Vacant
(See Mumey classic)

In progress
H. Wigington (d) 	 PM Vol 12 #46, pg 55
(See Book Sweet 16)

Engraved Vice President
Small Size National

MHERE ARE VERY FEW ENGRAVED OFFI-
cer signatures besides president and cashier on

small size National Bank Notes. However, I would like
to share with you one that is in my collection. It is a $10
Type 1 on The Herring National Bank of Vernon,
Texas (charter #7010).

As you can see in the right hand corner of the note,
the engraved signature is of one Les Johnson with a
rather prominent "V" after his name which makes this a
vice president's signature on a small size National.

However, all small size notes on this bank do not
have this signature combination with the extra "V" for
vice president. This is the only note observed by the
author that has the engraved vice president signature for
this bank.

The bank is still in business today. It was founded
by Colonel C.T. Herring in 1899. The building is
shown from a vignette on an early 20th Century check. v
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