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Scrip Recalls 'Maryland in Liberia' Movement
By Jim L. Watson

THE COLONIZATION MOVEMENT STARTED IN America in
the late 18th century. The plan was to give the free Blacks in the country

a colony of their own in a tropical climate, where they could prosper and have
an opportunity to succeed without the prejudice that existed in the United
States. Both whites and blacks were divided on the issue for a variety of rea-
sons. The majority of Americans were against slavery. Most felt that it was

morally wrong, and many were convinced that it was also unconstitutional.
The American Colonization Society (ACS) was formed in 1817 for the

purpose of sending Free African Americans to Africa, and helping them form
their own country. In 1822 the Society established a Colony on the west coast
of Africa. In 1847 the colony became the independent nation of Liberia. Like
the United States, Liberia used dollars and cents. Since so many of the emi-

grants were engaged in
agriculture, 	 early
Liberian currency tend-
ed to depict farm ani-
mals and agricultural
scenes.

During the 1830s
the Maryland Coloni-
zation Society, which
had broken away from
the ACS established its
own colony, called
"Maryland in Liberia,"
and issued its own cur-

rency. This currency was printed in black and golden brown on thin pink
woven paper which bears no watermark. The full face value of all the notes in
the original printing in 1837 was $1,450.00. All or nearly all the notes were
redeemed. In 1885 one hundred notes of each denomination were reprinted
and the plates destroyed. Reprints, issued in sheets were not signed. Reprints
are on watermarked paper. One hundred of these were given to members as
souvenirs.

The Pick Catalog does not give any prices for either the issued notes or
the reprints. I was able to pick up a reprint of the 10-cent note at a paper
money show in St. Louis. Since then, I have found three more of the notes,
and now only lack the 5-cent note to have a complete set. Pick also states that
reprints carry the watermark containing the 1885 date. The only watermark I
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have found to date is the name C. Dalton vertically on the left side from bottom
to top.

So far I have only found one person who says he has seen one of the
issued notes. He is Mr. Denwood Kelly, the retired curator of currency for the
Maryland Historical Society. Mr. Kelly described it as "a rag."

The Maryland Historical Society was able to help me with a great deal of
background information. They also retain one set of the original uncut sheets
of the reprints. They also supplied me with a copy of the sheets for this article.
Their website has a great deal of information on the founding of Liberia and
the American involvement.

Acknowledgements:
Denwood Kelly, Claud Murphy Jr., Hugh Shull.

Bibliography:
Boncroft, Frederick. Essays on the Colonization of American Negroes from 1801 to

1865.
Library of Congress. African-American Mosaic.

288


	Scrip Recalls 'Maryland in Liberia" Movement

