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The Bank of Whitfield
Dalton, Georgia

By Steve Whitfield
Above, Bank of Whitfield $5 with L.
FULLILOVE DALTON GEO. JUNE
FIRST 1861 overstamp.

Bank of Whitfield Civil War issue
fractional note.

F EW PAPER MONEY COLLECTORS GET TO PURSUE BANK
notes from banks with their own names in the title. Not long after
the present writer got hooked on obsolete notes, I saw my first Bank
of Whitfield note. It appeared in an ad for railroad scrip, published

by Grover Criswell back in the early 1970s.
Eventually I obtained that note and set out to find more about the notes

issued and the history of the bank. I wrote to the Dalton Historical
Association, but they were unable to assist. Listings of notes that were issued
eventually identified all of the known notes of the bank, and various dealers
helped me obtain most of the notes on that list.

For many years I had a display hanging on my office wall of several of
these notes superimposed on a map of Civil War era Georgia around Dalton.
But I never got through Dalton to do any looking for related history.

Then a friend sent me a copy of a newsletter published by the Dalton
Civil War Roundtable that included an article about Civil War banking in
Dalton. It had a good deal of the information I had been seeking. An extract
of that article appears below:

Whitfield County, Georgia was created in 1851, out of part of Murray
County. The Planters & Mechanics Bank was in business at Dalton by 1855.
James Morris was president and J.B. Thompson was cashier.

By 1861, the Bank of Whitfield, with L. Fullilove as president was doing
a local business. On April 12, 1861, the bank turned
down a request by Governor Joseph E. Brown to take
part of the state loan to arm and equip Georgia troops.
Mr. Fullilove wrote that the "bank under previous
management had sustained very heavy losses and was
nearly forced to close." The stockholders had request-
ed Mr. Fullilove to take over the institution, and he
was elected president in April, 1861. The bank had
heavy liabilities and few assets at the time.

Mr. Fullilove also owned nearly all the stock and
shares of the Planters & Mechanics Bank while he was



4.!

.	 _

FIVE DOLLARS

c	 ,.,f

-	 ,	 - -;:4 1 1 ,-=--.-- 4----, 4. %-,4 14 ,i , 	 ... 11, 	 I,• —
I. IttIllt 1.. 5 ',...4 t ill, 1141111-`,1 Ulttlitv

1/////////yritat// // //i/ i
/ // / /////1/(1 -- ZOALTOA; ',I/// '//) j-i.

(

---_-_ 	 -1-i• .
( ION'	 7 

..../ 1  i.
,-- )7.0%.*•-,_-

c‘tsic•,
simivrc croRoug

l'r

238 	  July/August 2002 • Whole No. 220 • PAPER MONEY

Bank of Whitfield $5, issued dated
Nov. 10th, 1861 with Confederate $5
"Blue Back."

Planters & Mechanics Bank $5, issue
dated July 1st, 1855, counterfeit with
the delightful Fox Hunting vignette.

serving as president of the Bank of Whitfield. Early in 1862, he sold his inter-
ests in the Planters bank to the Bank of Whitfield. At that time he made
Merrett Burns president and John B. White cashier of the bank. Both banks
were probably merged at that time.

On June 2, 1862, a notice appeared in the North Georgia Times to the
effect that the Bank of Whitfield had passed under the control and manage-
ment of new parties and would continue to transact business at their banking
house in Captain Morris' new brick building on Hamilton Street.
"Confederate Treasury Notes and other good bank notes would be exchanged
for all Planters & Mechanics Bank notes, except notes signed by S.C. Hull,
vice president and H. Hobart, Ass't cashier, which notes were fraudulent".
Business hours were nine to three o'clock. John B. White was cashier, and
Merrett Burns was president. This notice ran as late as November 18, 1862.
The bank probably ceased operation soon thereafter during the "bank
upheavals" of 1862/1863.

Many of the notes printed for the bank are commonly found in dealers'
stocks. Fractionals issued during the war are scarce, especially the 1863 issue
redeemable in Confederate Treasury notes. The fractionals and NIanouvrier
notes are usually found in poor condition. One of the bank's notes was issued
with the famous Confederate blue back. Issued notes, overstamped as
redeemable by L. Fullilove have historical interest. The related Planters &
Mechanics $5 note with the fox hunting vignette is an attractive collectible.
The pink variety, unfortunately, is counterfeit, but still very attractive.

The information about the bank was included in an article by Marvin
Sowder, which appeared in The Haversack, Newsletter of the Civil War
Roundtable of Dalton, Inc., Dalton, Georgia, Vol VIII, Number VIII;
February, 1990. If anyone has additional information about the Bank of
Whitfield, or whether the old bank building on Hamilton street is still stand-
ing in Dalton, the author would appreciate hearing about it at
swhitfi@SFWMD.gov; or in care of this magazine.
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