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Bank Note Artists Depict
Master Engraver Diirer

I 1996 WE CELEBRATED A 425TH ANNIVERSARY:
1The birth of Albrecht Diirer (1471-1528), the son of a gold-
smith. In 1568 Giorgio Vasari, artist and chronicler of artists,
wrote that "The entire world was astonished by his (Diirer's)
mastery." Artist and master engraver, Diirer is a hero to all
security engravers.

The portrait of this supreme artist is often seen in homes
and studios of
engravers. And, to fur-
ther pay homage to
Diirer, engravers often
try their hand at
engraving some of his
engraved subjects.
Among these are St.
Anthony; St. Jerome in
his Study; The Bagpiper;
Knight, Death and Devil;
IVIelencolia, Diirer's
somber self-portrait and
his portraits on German
bank notes.

The idea of
engraving probably had

Ink, or other substance, was placedits beginning with niello.
in a design made from incised lines on armor. By accident, the
surface came in contact with cloth before the ink had dried;
the image was transferred in reverse. However, those who
pursued this new art immediately realized that every image
they would create must be engraved in reverse, so the final
image will be in the appropriate position.

Security engravers become accustomed to working with
reverse images. Many engravers are able to sign their names
in retrograde as easily as they would sign it normally.

To learn from master engravers, Albrecht Diirer first
traveled from his native Nuremberg in Germany to
Switzerland and Italy. Later he left his home once again for
the Netherlands and a second trip to Italy. He honored his
patrons and friends by drawing their portraits. Among them
were Duke Frederick the Wise of Saxony, Erasmus and
Willibald Pirckheimer.

The portrait of Pirckheimer was placed on the German
100 billionen mark dated 1924, P140. Unfortunately this note
is a rarity in almost any condition. As part of the same series,
the 20 billionen, P138, with a portrait of a woman, and the 50
billionen mark, P139, with a portrait of J. Muffel are also by
Diirer. (The German millionen is equal to our billion; the
German billionen is equal to our trillion).

All are expensive. However, the same female portrait on
P138 was later used on the German Federal Republic (former-
ly West Germany) 5 Deutsche mark, P18 and P30. These
notes are available for about $8.

A larger head of Muffel, based on the same portrait, is
found on the German Federal Republic 100 Deutsche mark,
P15. The latter note is also expensive at about $65 in low
grade condition.

The German 10,000 marks, P71 and P72, with a male
portrait and the 5000 mark, P81, with a portrait of Merchant
Imhof, both by Diirer, are inexpensive at $2 or $3. These
notes are easy to locate; they are often found in bargain boxes
for 50 cents each.

The portrait on the German Federal Republic 10
Deutsche mark, P19 and P31, is available for $15 or less.
When compared to Diirer's famous self-portrait, this smooth-
faced young man bears a resemblance.

The 20 Reichsmark, PR139, has the image of The
Architect, by Direr. This is one of the notes issued by the

Germans for occu-
pied territories dur-
ing World War II.
This note, with a
small Nazi insignia at
the lower left, will
cost about $10.

Diirer's portrait
of German philan-
thropist Elsbeth
Tucher is on the 20
Deutsche mark, P32.
This same portrait is
on two earlier notes
of the same denomi-
nation, however, the
P32 note is the least

Germany, P71 expensive at about
$20 in Uncirculated
condition.

If you are an admirer of the work of Albrecht Diirer, but
cannot afford original examples of his engravings, some of the
German bank notes just described will enable you to enjoy his
work for much less money. A number of bank notes include
the portraits of and artistic examples of famous artists: Jens
Juel, Carvaggio, Delacroix, Holbein, Michelangelo,
Rembrandt and Titian.

Bank notes are often overlooked as inexpensive examples
of the work of particular artists. Most of us cannot afford
thousands of dollars for original art, however $5, $25 or $50
for a bank note creates less pain in our wallets or purses.
(Copyright story reprinted by permission from Coin World,
December 23, 1996) •
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