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Border of the then current Federal Reserve
Note, in banknote green, used by U.S.
Department of Agriculture to publicize
direct deposit.

An Ag Department Ad Note
BY FORREST W. DANIEL

THE USE OF SIMULATIONS OF CURRENCY
for advertising purposes is a very effective method

for calling attention to one's product or service. It has
been thus for many years. In recent years the United
States Department of Agriculture used the then current
border design of the one-dollar Federal Reserve Note to
call attention to its drive to have subsidy payments to
farmers made directly into their bank accounts.

This use of a currency design was part of a mailing
by the Farm Service Agency (formerly the Agricultural
Stabilization and Conservation Service) to farmers tak-
ing part in various federal agricultural programs.

Direct deposit of funds by electronic methods into
individual bank accounts provides substantial savings to
the government by eliminating the need to process and
mail individual checks to many thousands of recipients.

Not all the best laid plans of mice and men go awry
. . .but surely some of them do.

After the direct deposit plan went into effect, I
received notice that a subsidy payment had been made
into my account at a bank in Jamestown, North Dakota.
Unfortunately, I had no account in Jamestown. A tele-
phone call was made to the Farm Service Agency, which
said my records indicated the payment was to be made
to Bismarck so I should check with the bank there.

When I contacted that bank, I found that the
deposit had been made in the proper bank, after all, so
all was well.

But what about next time? Or the one following
that? How did the wrong town get listed on the notice
of payment? Has the same error any chance of com-
pletely losing a payment by misdirection?

It will pay to keep a close eye on all electronic pay-
ments. Don't you agree?

Back of the direct deposit reminder printed in black ink.

This check could have been deposited days ago.
The money could be available to you right now.
Get your next payment Direct Deposited.
Ask about it at your Farm Service Agency Office.
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