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A $10 Blue Seal North Africa SC
By Dave Schlingman

R ECENTLY I ACQUIRED A 1934A $10
Blue Seal Silver Certificate. The note has a
high A-A block serial number which caught
my eye. The serial number is A 99495863A

with a face check of K142 and a back check number 847.
Upon research, I learned that the $10 1934A Blue Seal
run is A 7476)00C A through A 91044000 A, and is
followed by the first North Africa Yellow Seal run of A
9 1 0 4 4 0 0 1 A
through B
00904000A.

This
note raises a
question
because the
note is a Blue
Seal falling in
the middle of
the Yellow
Seal run. We
can posit two
possible answers to this question:

• There is a possible unrecorded short Blue Seal
run in the middle of the reported Yellow Seal
run; or

• This is a Yellow Seal note that has been
changed to a Blue Seal.

I took the note to FUN 2001 in Orlando, FL and
had my compatriots John Schwartz, David Koble, Jim
Hodgson and Peter Huntoon examine the note. They
generally agree that the note is a Yellow Seal that has
been changed to a Blue Seal. I also agree with this opin-
ion.

The seal does not display any green color (a mix of
yellow and blue) and in fact is a very deep blue color.
Upon close examination of the note, it appears some
form of chemical was used to remove the Yellow Seal
and a replacement Blue Seal was applied. This mani-
fests itself in the TEN at the Seal location which
appears to have a circular faded area slightly larger than
the seal itself, and a small portion of the bottom of the

first "9" in the
serial number
which is faded.

All of the
parties involved
in the examina-
tion of this note
have heard the
story of North
Africa Yellow
Seals being
changed to Blue
Seals fearing the

demonetization of this currency at the end of World
War II. I would appreciate any reader input amplifying
this information.

If this is a seal color change, the work involved was
extensive: i.e. How was the yellow removed? How is a
perfect Blue Seal acquired? Why go to all the work to
recolor a $10 bill?

Finally, I would be interested in any information
about other notes that fall in the North Africa Yellow
Seal range that have Blue Seals. This may provide more
data showing how extensive this practice was.

You can write to me at 1934 Royal Pass Rd.,
Tampa, FL 33602 or schlingo@peeoplepc.com

New Gordon Harris Work Details New York State Scrip
T HarrONGTIME SPMC MEMBER GORDON L.4

is (#1449 in 1964) has pro-
vided a much needed and valuable
contribution to obsolete note col-
lecting with New York State Scrip and
Private Issues. Harris' self-published
200+ page catalog is the first to
detail this prosperous and populous
state since \Yismer lists published
many years ago in The Numismatist.

Harris' book is profusely illus-
trated with 800 excellent pho-
tographs. The work lists more than
1,300 issues from 460 cities, towns
and hamlets in the Empire State.

A collector and student of this
material for more than 30 years, the

author not only draws upon his extensive experience,
but was assisted by dozens of collectors and
dealers in compiling his research. Rarities,
values, issue dates, printers' imprints,
cross-references, signature combinations
and some historical information are pro-
vided for all listings.

Coverage spans Colonial days, War of
1812 issues, Hard Times scrip, through the
Civil War era. The book is destined to be
the definitive work on its subject and a
"must have" for collectors of these notes.

Single copies of the work are priced at
$38.95 (plus sales tax if applicable). Write
for quantity discounts. Harris may be
reached at 5818 S. Terry Rd., Syracuse,
NY 13219. -- Fred Reed •
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