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Wooden Certificate
Marks GWTW Premiere

AS A CHILD LIVING IN ATLANTA I HEARD
stories about the 1939 -

premiere of the movie Gone
With The Wind in Atlanta told
by my grandmother and great-
grandmother. This also
inspired me to read the book
at a very early age.

In the FUN 1998 auction
conducted by Currency
Auctions of America, I saw a
wooden nickel that was a sou-
venir of the premiere of Gone
With The Wind. Some people
call these wooden flats, but

captured the city in 1864.
The two main stars of the movie, Vivien Leigh and

Clark Gable along with his wife, Carole Lombard,
attended the premiere. The front of the Loew's Grand
had been converted to look like Tara, the home of the
heroine in the movie, Scarlett O'Hara played by Miss
Leigh.

The Gone With The Wind "wooden certificate" is
very symbolic of the movie and of Atlanta. As can be
seen in the illustration, the portrait on the front is that
of Scarlett along with the information that it is a sou-
venir of the world's premiere in Atlanta of Gone With
The Wind. It is dated December 14-16, 1939.
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The denomination of one
wooden nickel is displayed in
bold lettering. Its back is simi-
lar to the $1 Silver Certificate
back of the period, with the
shell-like frames encompassing
Five Points and Tara instead
of the Great Seal of the U.S.
The movie and denomination
are also depicted. The obliga-
tion clause reads:

since it is shaped like currency I prefer the term of
"wooden certificate" instead.

I knew my grandmother could tell me more about it
than was listed in the catalog, so I bid on it and got it.
Here is what I learned from her and other sources about
the souvenir and the premiere of Gone With The Wind.

The movie's premiere took place at the Loew's
Grand Theater on Dec. 15, 1939. The Loew's Grand
was just a half mile north of Five Points, which is in the
heart of downtown Atlanta.

It was said that this was the most important event in
Atlanta's history since William Tecumseh Sherman had

"Atlanta Junior Chamber will pay
to bearer on demand the sum of 5c
for value received if presented on or

before January 1, 1940. Void after January 1, 1940.
Atlanta Junior Chamber of Commerce Gone With The
Wind Committee by Pres Herbert Hayes and Sec Murray
Howard Jr."

This "wooden certificate" must have been a fund
raising project for the Atlanta Junior Chamber of
Commerce. The item is nicely done. It measures 5x2
inches and is printed with green ink.

Finally, Herbert Hayes was the head of the Atlanta
chapter of the Motion Picture Bureau that rated films
locally for many years in each city. •
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