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I Found My Thrill
on a Two Barre* Bill

By Kim Fisher
IGHTNING STRIKES MAYBE ONCE, MAYBE TWICE"
sings Stevie Nicks in an old Fleetwood Mac song. She's referring to
love, but it holds true in our hobby also. Several years ago lightning
struck when I came across a Lazy Deuce from the Quinsigamond

National Bank of Worcester, Mass., which I shamelessly paraded across these
pages (cf. "My Lazy Deuce Coup," Paper Money, Nov/Dec 1999, pg. 168).

Then out of the blue, I got zapped again when I acquired another
Worcester County Lazy Deuce -- this time from the First National Bank of
Barre, Mass. I don't know what the odds are against a guy from the Midwest
finding two unknown Lazy Deuces from the same county in Massachusetts, but
my guess is I'd have a better chance of getting a date with Stevie.

It is a G/VG note on Charter #96, which according to the Kelly reference
has just three notes known on this "large-size only" bank under that charter
number. It is also the only two digit charter number deuce from Massachusetts
in the census. When I showed it to Don Kelly at the Chicago Paper Money
Expo he was immediately struck by the low federal serial number (11403).

A call to the Barre City Hall got me in contact with Al Clark, the resident
historian, who sent me a wonderful letter and a history of the bank and town in
exchange for a copy of the note and my boundless gratitude.

I humbly turn this article over to Mr. Clark who is far more qualified
than myself to tell us about his home town:

FNB of Barre, Massachusetts

"ln response to the recently enacted National Bank system, interested
parties in Barre, Massachusetts, met in the vestry of the Orthodox Church on
April 1, 1863. It was well attended, and the group moved forward with plans to
establish a bank. The committee to proceed was comprised of Charles
Brimblecom, a local lawyer and state legislator who was a leader in many com-
munity endeavors, Edwin Woods of Harding P. Woods & Sons, a thriving
general store on the west side of the Common, and John W. Rice, owner of a
prosperous boot and shoe manufactory.

"By May fifteenth all the capital stock had been subscribed. On July 3,
1863 Edward Denny, owner of a woolen mill in Dennyville (now called South
Barre) was elected first president of the new national bank of Barre (His signa-
ture appears on the note--KF). Edwin Woods was named treasurer (cashier)
and served in that capacity until his death in January 1879. To serve this office
he sold his partnership in the family 'gold mine,' the store, to his brother-in-
law, Oramel Clark. (Edwin Woods' signature also appears on the note--KF.)

"On February 9, 1864, at the first annual meeting the following were
elected directors: Edward Denny, Harding P. Woods, the 'old man' himself;
George Buttrick, palm leaf manufacturer; Elam Shattuck, real estate, speculator
in cotton; Charles Brimblecom, lawyer; Hiram Wadsworth, general merchan-
dise; Appleton Clark, Hubbardston resident; Adolphus Bartholomew, feed and
grain mill in Hardwick; Nathaniel Johnson, palm leaf manufacturer from Dana.

* Rhymes with "Mary." My apologies to Fats Domino.
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It may only be G/VG but as the man
says: "Where will you find another."

"Under conservative management, the bank suffered few losses and an
early rate of 4% compared well with other institutions.

"The Woods family during this time was undoubtedly the most influen-
tial in the community. One other son of Harding P. Woods was Samuel F.
Woods, Colonel of the 34th Massachusetts Regiment of Infantry, who was
wounded in the Civil War. When the returning veterans eventually got
around to forming a G.A.R. group they named it the Samuel F. Woods Post.
Edward Denny's business failed and George Buttrick succeeded him as
President of the bank with Hiram Wadsworth following until his death.

"On the northeast side of the Common, in 1862 a large commercial block
converted from the second meetinghouse in town burned down. When a new
structure, the Smith Block, took its place the Barre National Bank found its
first home and remained there for many years. When the Barre Savings Bank
built a new 'home' opposite South Park on the west side, eventually the two
banks shared the building with two doors at one entrance.

"In September 1929 the National Bank merged with the Worcester
County National Bank. In 1956 it moved into a new rental on the north side of
the current Historical Society. Some years ago it too was absorbed by Shawmut
and then moved to Holden. A few years later it became part of Fleet and now
is a Sovereign Bank."

Barre, Massachusetts

The history of the town is interesting, but would probably be out of place
in a magazine devoted to paper money, so I'll just mention two short items.
The town was named after the same gentleman whose name graces Wilkes-
Barre, Pennsylvania (there was a plan to call the town Wilkes, but rumors that
Mr. Wilkes was a philanderer swung the decision to Barre).
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A prominent court case also involved the town. "Shortly after the consti-
tution for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts was written and approved, a
young slave named Qualk Walker challenged his master in the courts and after
a few suits and counter suits over a couple of years, a decision by the State
Supreme Court declared that the phrase 'all men are free' applied to black men
as well as white men. This was the first manumission of slaves by a court deci-
sion in the nation in 1783. Thus, Qualk Walker figures large in our history,"
according to a local reference.

So ends the tale of the First National Bank of Barre and the startling $2
bill that has survived 138 years and will, if I have anything to say about it, go on
surviving a long, long time.
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Series 1882 $5 on
the Mechanics
National Bank of
New Bedford, Mass.,
signed by William
W. Crapo, President,
and James W.
Hervey, Cashier.

William Wallace Crapo
President, Mechanics National Bank, New Bedford,

Mass.

LG W LLIAM WALLACE CRAPO WAS BORN IN
Dartmouth, Mass., May 16, 1830; when he was

very young he moved with his family to New Bedford.
Crapo's father Henry moved to Flint, Michigan, to oversee
his investments in timber. He became very successful, even-
tually serving two terms as Governor of Michigan.

"William W. Crapo graduated from Yale College in
1852, and was admitted to the Massachusetts bar in
February, 1855.
He supported John
C. Fremont during
the presidential

campaign of 1856, and remained
active in politics. Crapo was
appointed to fill a vacancy in the
forty-fourth session of the U.S.
House of Representatives, and
he served there three succes-
sive terms. He was an unsuc-
cessful candidate for Governor
of Massachusetts in 1889.

"He was a director of the
New Bedford and Taunton
Railroad, the Eel River Railroad in
Indiana, and many knitting mills. He
inherited his father's business interests in Michigan, and
served as president of the Flint and Pere Marquette
Railroad."

Mechanics National Bank of New Bedford (Charter
743) was organized on January 23, 1865. It was placed into
liquidation on February 24, 1919. This bank issued Original
and 1875 Series First Charter notes, Second Charter Brown
Back notes, and Third Charter Red Seal, Date Back and
Plain Back notes.
RESOURCE
Davis, W.T. (ed.). The New England States. Boston: D.H.

Hurd & Co. (ca. 1900).
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