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Souvenirs, Personal
Documents & Immortality

BY NEIL SHAFER, LM30

I LOVE SHORT SNORTERS! NOT ONLY HAVE I BEEN GATH-
ering these homeless waifs up every time I see them (practically), I've
written about them for years, first in the Whitman Numismatic Journal in
the 1960s and several times in Bank Note Reporter as well. And believe me,

those good signatures are really out there waiting for YOU to find them, too!
I have been lucky that way, having found movie

stars, political figures, high-ranking military individuals
among others. One of the best turned out to be a lone sig-
nature on a small Italian note of World War II vintage.
That signature was only Humphrey Bogart, and I had
Scott Winslow authenticate it for me. He said its quite a
rare one because he is so well known even today. By the
way, that finding occurred, would you believe, within the
last year!!!

The special significance of a short snorter, single or
roll, is that such items meant something very special to
the original owner(s), and we who find them later on can
only try to capture a little of that feeling and meaning
they represented at one time.

In these pages I'll share some of my finds with you.
Each was a joy in its own way. Good Hunting!

There are many kinds of world notes with inscribed
signatures or some other kinds of written messages. The
contents of the written words can determine the rough
classification of such notes, but whichever way they are
classified, invariably they have all been the bearers of
some sort of personal testimonial that someone, some-
place, felt obliged to put on a piece of paper currency.

By far the majority of these pieces are known to col-
lectors as Short Snorters -- notes with one or more
names, often in a row, and usually found attached to others of similar appear-
ance. The name itself is defined two ways, as follows: (a) A member of an
informal club for which a pilot, crew member or a passenger who has made a
transoceanic flight is eligible; (b) A piece of paper money endorsed by short
snorters as a membership certificate for a new member.

It seems that the idea of a Short Snorter club sprang up during the earlier
days of flight when transoceanic travel was still considered something of a feat.
As the definition indicates, it became the custom for older members of this
vaguely defined club (usually the crew members of an airplane) to sign their
names on a single piece of paper money which then served as the owner's
"membership card," to be permanently retained and shown on demand.
Failure to produce that signed note at any time meant that a penalty had to be
paid, generally a dollar or a drink (short snort). From this practice the term
itself is derived.

While not as glamorous as Carole
Landis on this issue's cover, author
Shafer never the less cuts a swash-
buckling figure modelling a lengthy
Short Snorter roll of his own at the
1st Memphis International Paper
Money Show in 1977.



Figures la & 1 b. Here is what a typical
Short Snorter note looks like. The only
distinguishing feature on this note is
one of the first vertically placed signa-
ture at top -- it looks like Bob Hope to
me! (It is.) Shown enlarged at right.

Figure 2. This large French note with
all its World War II signatures has to be
the epitome of the single-bill concept.
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The casual and slow growth of this exclusive club was abruptly shattered
by the entry of the United States into the conflagration of World War II.
Overnight many thousands of servicemen in every branch of the service
became involuntary candidates, and the evidence shows that a great many of
them were more than glad to accept the responsibilities of membership.

It was often the case that a particular individual would be assigned to a
number of locations around the world during his tour of duty. Though the
original concept included the signing of only a single note as the Short Snorter,
the member would soon find that one bill was just not providing enough room
for him to gather the signatures of his buddies who were also Short Snorters.

The solution was simply to start Scotch taping all sorts of notes gathered
during his world travels together end on end, creating rolls sometimes reaching
massive lengths of eight or ten feet! Now there was space enough for hundreds
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Figures 3a & 3b. The owner of this particular piece created a D-Day
commemorative complete with date and a truly artistic drawing of a U. S.
soldier putting it to the German. He really had a knack for drawing car-
toon characters, didn't he?

of names -- and that is exactly what you can find on many of these rolls of bills.
Signature exchange became a ritual indulged in by everyone, including

many 'famous individuals such as entertainers, actors, actresses and others who
were sent to military bases all over the world by the U.S.O. Often obtaining
such signatures was accomplished with surprising ease, because it seemed
everyone wanted to sign these notes. Some even included personal messages
with their names, thus adding to the fun.

But was it all in good ol' fun? My own belief is that there was some
underlying feeling on the part of most signers that they were doing it at least in
part because they wanted to achieve a bit of inner immortality. Without really
expressing it, they may have feared that if they did not return from some battle,
the proof that "they were there" would not exist anywhere else, so here was
their signature to prove that they had indeed been there.

That feeling must account for the great personal value their owners felt
for such notes. These pieces were carried everyplace, becoming more and
more abused from the cheap Scotch tape plus rough handling by so many GI's.
Yet they stand today as a testimonial to the endurance of the human spirit if
nothing more. And therein lies the great personal importance they engendered
to their original owners, a feeling that we can only empathize with today as we
come across them scattered here and there.

Numismatically and historically there are other aspects that come into
play when discussing the subject of Short Snorters. It is often true that some

Figures 4a & 4b. This pair of
Fractional Currency souvenir
notes should also be considered a
part of the Short Snorter concept
even though they predate the
advent of the name by many
years.
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Figures 5a & 5b. Any note was eligible
to be transformed into a Short Snorter.
This French assignat of 1792 is the old-
est piece I have ever seen to emanate
from World War II as a souvenir.

great notes are a part of a roll of bills, heavily taped, and at times with names or
other messages written on them. Two facts come to mind: First, if not for
their having been included on the roll or used as a single-note messenger of
some kind, they would probably not exist any longer. Second, the very way
they are used may prove to be of great significance. Let me demonstrate.

Some of the illustrations easily prove the first of these two points. The
second is more elusive, but it can also be shown. Take a look at the small roll of
notes with the French 20-franc piece featuring a fisherman. Now notice that it
also carries the infamous head of Hitler (from a postage stamp) at the lower left
corner. If you examine the note carefully you will see that it looks like the fish-
erman is strangling Der Fuehrer. Well, that is the way it was supposed to look -
- certainly an interesting sort of propaganda note.

But it's no good unless we can prove it is contemporary. Anyone can take
the very common French note and attach very common stamp pieces right
now. So it is worth nothing much except if you can prove you have a genuine
piece made during the war. On this particular example it happens that there are
small slits in the note where the rope is, and part of the neck is inserted under-
neath to give the effect of strangling.

That is how it was supposed to have been prepared, according to a letter
printed by Time magazine in the September 4, 1944, issue. Along with an illus-
tration of a similar example, the letter reads as follows:
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) 6Figure 6. Sometimes really
great items have been caught
on a Short Snorter roll. Here is
a fine example, a leaflet in
Pidgin English originally
dropped over areas like New
Guinea in order to tell inhabi-
tants how to assist downed air-
men.
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Hitler Throttled
Sirs:

Take a good look at the enclosed French
20 franc note (see cut). It's one of the clever-
est methods of subtle noncollaboration I can
imagine. The French people who gave it to me
said that millions of these were circulating
around while the Germans were here.... The
effect is produced by inserting a German

a43$!,,p

FRANCS

postage-stamp portrait of Hitler behind the
French fisherman's rope.

( PFC.) LESLIE LIEBER
c/o Postmaster
New York City
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Figures 7a & 7b. Here is a rather small
roll of notes illustrating a French 20-
franc note bearing the head of Hitler at
lower left. It turns out to be a genuine
propaganda piece from the war (see
discussion). Below: Letter to the
Editor regarding this type of note alter-
ation published in Time magazine,
Sept. 4, 1944.

Hitler Throttled
"Sirs: Take a good look at the enclosed French 20 franc note (see cut).
It's one of the cleverest methods of subtle noncollaboration I can imag-
ine. The French people who gave it to me said that millions of these
were circulating around while the Germans were here....The effect is
produced by inserting a German postage-stamp portrait of Hitler behind
the French fisherman's rope. -- (Pfc.) Leslie Lieber"

Commenting on the above letter, I would say Pfc. Lieber (and
those who told him about the wide circulation of the note) were cer-
tainly exaggerating greatly -- there were not "millions" of these
pieces as shown, otherwise we would have seen many more on the
market. But as mentioned earlier, they are very easy to manufac-
ture. The only ones that are really worthwhile are any of them that
can be proven genuine products of the period.

Several factors prove that the one on the roll is in fact a gen-
uine wartime product. First, closer examination of this piece
showed that two small slits had actually been made on either side of
the rope so that the neck could be inserted through both of them.
Second, there is old Scotch tape over a part of Hitler's head. Third,
there is a handwritten inscription about "...thanks for our libera-
tion" signed by a Frenchman on the face, and a penned date of "28-
1-45" on the back. It is certainly possible that the much simpler
method of sticking the head onto the note without making the slits
was also used for some of these; I do not know. All I can say for
sure is that we have at least one that is absolutely real.

Most of the Short Snorter notes I have seen are from United
States personnel and written in English. Of course, there were
some who wrote in foreign languages, but by and large they are in
English. This makes me wonder if servicemen from other countries
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Figures 9a, 9b & 9c. Collecting signa-
tures was and still is a part of the
game. Someone got Jack Benny and
Larry Adler to sign the note from
Egypt. I'm sure you recognize the sin-
gle signature on the English 10 shillings
(Joe Louis), and none other than Harry
Truman placed his name on the dollar.

Figures 10a & 10b. War history is for-
ever recorded at the scene by partici-
pants in the event itself. Some exam-
ples in my collection record V-E Day on
a French Allied Military Currency note,
the invasion of bloody Iwo Jima
(below), and notes naming Hiroshima
and Nagasaki, such as the one shown at
right.

also took to the Short Snorter habit. While I have never encountered a roll of
bills from an obviously foreign source, I believe that a good many of them did
at least pursue the preparation of single notes as souvenirs of various kinds.

The above description applies to a majority of the notes found with
inscriptions. In the main, those that fit contain signatures of buddies, famous
individuals, or whoever else could be convinced to sign. Certainly all the rolls
of notes made for the purpose truly
belong to this group. But there are
other kinds of notes with varying
messages that really do not conform
to most of the above considerations.

Let's look at a few of them in
some detail.

Many inscribed notes are found
as singles, often with the avowed
purpose of serving as a souvenir of
the place of origin. Their makers
came from a wide variety of locales,
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Figure 11 (above). The writer of this letter home had no
idea how good a souvenir he was using. The note hap-
pens to be a Philippine wartime peso of 1941, one of
those rare pieces sent to the Bureau of Standards for
"aging" during World War 11 to simulate used currency.
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Figures 12a, 12b & 12c.
Some notes have unusual
inscriptions. The ones shown
(clockwise) include half a note
with an explanatory notation about
its use to light a cigar; a marriage
proposal upside down on a Japanese-Philippine
50 centavos; and a "Personal" Short Snorter.
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Figures 13a & 13b. Apparently
some of the major airlines saw
fit to prepare notes for use as
Short Snorters. The one at far
left is from Northwest; I have
also seen them from TWA. Any
others? People from other lands
also participated in the Short
Snorter experience. Most likely
this one at left with Chinese
inscription meant something
very special to its original
owner.

Figure 14. This English military
issue caught a few signatures,
especially the two-for-one name
of "Edgar Bergen and Charlie"
(third one down at left).

ranging from the Civil War to the Mexican border fighting to
private souvenir usages from many venues. Because they were
thus used, they are not regularly seen as an attached unit in a
large roll of notes. These pieces were frequently sent home to
loved ones in a letter, thereby separating them totally from
other similar kinds of pieces.

It appears that in many instances any notes from every-
where were sent home as substitutes for holiday greeting
cards, obviously unavailable to service personnel in most
places during the war. You can find a fairly large number of
holiday greeting notes, and practically all seem to come from
the Asian theaters of war. I speculate this phenomenon results
from the fact that fighting during island-hopping in the
Pacific was more sporadic, thereby allowing such notes to be
prepared more easily than in Europe where fighting might be
continuous throughout the continent with no particular letup.

There is one final point of discussion I want to make.
The Short Snorter nomenclature has been expanded here to
include most of the different kinds of notes shown and
described. But what about souvenirs and inscribed notes that
predate the invention and development of the airplane? How
do we treat Fractional Currency or Confederate notes so
used? Conversely, where do we place the modern souvenir
notes so many of us are constantly manufacturing (e.g.,
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obtaining signatures of Treasury officials or other
well-known individuals)? Technically they might
never be thought of as Short Snorters in the real
sense because they are just too early or too late; yet I
feel that since we have allowed inclusion for all the
rest, it stands to reason that any and all such notes,
from whatever period, should be given the same sta-
tus. Do you agree?

Want to make a collection of such pieces? You
can find them almost anyplace, from various auctions
to the proverbial miscellaneous boxes of low-priced
notes. Just remember that every one of them meant
something very special to their original owners, and
when you happen upon an example, you now have the
privilege of renewing its unique status as something a
little more than just a piece of paper money with graf-
fiti.

It's a bit like saving a part of someone's very
soul.
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Figures 15a & 15b. During the formation of NATO there were
special meetings at various times and places. This pair of Turkish
notes was carefully prepared to serve as factual souvenirs of the
Military and Naval Survey Group meeting there in 1947. Faces
and backs of both notes were similarly used for all the different
names of the participants.

Figures 16a & 16b. This pair from the
Korean War includes a 'normal' type of Short
Snorter (left) with a self-proclaimed com-
memorative for the 186th Anniversary
Finance Corps U.S. Army (above).

Figure 17. I leave you with
this Gaelic wish as found on
an Irish wartime one pound
note of 1944. Its sentiment is
beautifully presented, and it is
one of my favorites.
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