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An Interesting Dallas Deuce
N APRIL 13, 1976, THE FIRST SMALL SIZE
$2 Federal Reserve Notes were issued to the pub-

lic. To commemorate this event, the U.S. Post Office
allowed for the cancellation of currency on a hand-back
basis as long as first class postage was attached to the
note, which was thirteen cents at the time.

This was how it was sup-
posed to be, however many
examples can be found of notes
with less than thirteen cents or
no postage at all. Perhaps
newer entrants into the field of
currency collecting have seen a
few of these notes at shows and
have wondered what those odd
items are.

Another big cancellation
date for collectors was the
Bicentennial of the United
States, July 4, 1976. Besides
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being a holiday, the date fell on a Sunday, so post offices
would not normally be open. However, a few post
offices were allowed to be open in each state to mark the
special occasion.

In Texas, the following cities had post offices open
for July 4, 1976: Anderson, Beaumont, Corpus Christi,
Dallas, Houston and Lufkin. However, a few temporary
post offices were set up in certain locations.

There were also some 24-hour service locations not
shown on the official list of post offices open on July 4,
1976, that were indeed open.

The note pictured is an interesting note. It was not
only autographed in brown ink by Francine I. Neff,
Treasurer of the U.S., but was canceled afterwards (the
cancellation to the left of the Jefferson portrait is on top
of the autograph) at Waco, Texas on July 4, 1976, twice:

once without postage and once with a
thirteen cent stamp.

The Liberty Bell stamp of the era
ties in nicely with the Bicentennial
theme of the note. This must have
been a 24 hour service location or a
temporary post office for the
Bicentennial.

Postally canceling such notes ($1
and $2 notes were the denominations
of choice) was done for a few years
after the Bicentennial, limited only by
the collector's imagination.

This specialty was both numis-
matic and philatelic and therefore nei-
ther. It eventually died out. The rise
in canceling souvenir cards may have
been helped by these relics of the
Bicentennial era.
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