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Every Short Snorter Has Its Own Tale(s) to Tell
By Colonel Bill Murray

T AM ALWAYS INTERESTED IN REFERENCES
to Short Snorters. Mine, long lost and sadly so, con-

tained only three notes, but some interesting signatures.
The exact date of its inception, I'm unsure, but it was in
late 1942, early 1943. I was a passenger on board a
Gooney Bird from Milne Bay, British New Guinea to
Port Moresby. When we landed, I had to await trans-
portation and was taken by the crew (pilot and co-pilot)
to an officers' club near the strip.

They asked if I had my Short Snorter. I not only
did not have it, I
didn't know what
they were talking
about. They then
proceeded to tell
me that you were
"authorized" one
(maybe not their
exact words, but
close) when you
had crossed an
ocean in an Army
aircraft, and if you didn't have yours to show, you
bought a round of drinks.

I said,"I haven't crossed an ocean in an aircaft," and
they responded, "You just did. Order up." I did not
think following the coast of the Coral Sea off new
Guinea for 200 miles or so constituted "crossing an
ocean," but I was a ground pounder in their club, so I
ordered up.

Since then, I
have seen and
heard many rea-
sons for joining
the the "Short
Snorter" fraterni-
ty. However, I
am convinced the
real reason behind
all of the various
stories, is purely
and simply a desire to generate free drinks and espirit.

My first bill, as is often the case was a $1 U.S. That
was shortly followed by a 10 shilling Australian note,
and then a Dutch New Guinea, 1 guilder. Oddly
enough that was the end of my Short Snorter. What
happened to it I don't know, but the signatures included
General Douglas MacArthur, who signed it at a confer-
ence I attended, and Dick Bong, the first American Ace
to exceed Rickenbacker's aircraft kills. Bong ended up
with 40 kills of Japanese aircraft before they took him
out of combat for his protection only for him to die in
the U. S, test flying a P-80.

By Larry "Ski" Smulczenski

T HAVE LOOKED AT THOUSANDS OF SHORT
 snorter notes over the years, and the number of

names that I could identify could be counted on my fin-
gers. Yes, I have seen some notes in auction catalogs
that have been signed by famous people like President
Franklin Roosevelt or General Dwight Eisenhower or
General George Patton. I even own one that was sold
to me by good friend R. A. Medina, a 1929 1 peso note
from the Philippines that it signed by C. L. Chennault
of Flying Tiger fame and three other military officers.

Were these others
members of the famed
Flying Tigers? Or since it
was a Philippine note could
it have been created by an
aircrew flying Chennault
from China to the
Philippines to meet with
MacArthur? If only the
note could tell its story!

Many of the names
that you recognize on notes

are entertainers who performed during USO shows for
the troops. Probably the person who autographed the
largest number of short snorters was the famous come-
dian Joe E. Brown. You can frequently find his name on
a note with some female names who were probably part
of the touring entourage.

One of the most interesting notes I've seen is
owned by Mike Payton who
wrote an article about the
note for the IBNS Journal.
It was signed by the crew of
the gunboat Panay sunk by
the Japanese on the Yangtze
River.

But without a doubt
the "King of Short Snorter
Rolls" was owned by Grover
Criswell. I saw this thing
when Fred Schwan and I

visited Grover at his home a half dozen years or so ago.
I think Grover told us he bought it out of a New York
auction held by Stack's. It was tightly rolled and had to
be somewhere between 12 and 15 inches in diameter.
The total number of notes slips my mind, but it had to
be 400 to 500 notes with a length up to 200 feet long.

I spent about three hours looking for notable signa-
tures on the notes. The only one that I recognized was
Joe Kennedy, who was the older brother of President
John F. Kennedy. I wonder what happened to that roll?
Was it sold before Grover died, or did it go into the
estate?
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