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Other tleship N
BY WENDE L WOLKA

C OLLECTORS OF U.S. NOTES ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE
famous "Battleship Note," the Series 1918 Federal Reserve Bank
Note. Its back features a vignette of the battleship New York,

..: engraved by C.M. Chalmers. Recently I decided to start collecting,,,,•,
Canadian Chartered Bank notes and discovered that there is another
"Battleship Note." The Royal Bank of Canada, Montreal, issued a $10 note in
1913, which featured a face vignette of the battleship Bellerophon.

That's about all I knew after consulting the standard catalog for this col-
lecting area, The Charlton Standard Catalog of Canadian Bank Notes.

However, a little digging on the Internet yielded the following additional
information. As it turns out, the ship was not part of the Canadian Navy, but
rather the Royal Navy. The ship was one of three Bellerophon Class battle-
ships constructed between 1906 and 1909; the Bellerophon, Superb, and
Temeraire.

The Bellerophon was laid down on December 3, 1906, launched on July 27,
1907, and completed in February, 1909. The Bellerophon was 526 feet long and
18,800 tons. She was powered by eighteen boilers which drove steam turbines
producing 23,000 horsepower. These could move the ship at a speed of nearly
21 knots.

She carried a crew of 732 officers and men and was armed with a number
of 12-inch and 4-inch guns as well as three 18-inch torpedo tubes under the
waterline.

Notable events during the ship's service included collisions with the battle
cruiser Inflexible in 1911 and a merchant ship in 1914. The Bellerophon partici-
pated in the fabled Battle of Jutland in 1916 as part of the Fourth Division of
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the Fourth Battle Squadron. After World War I, the Bellerophon was used as a
turret drill ship until 1919.

It was then declared surplus in 1920. The ship was sold for scrap in
November, 1921, to satisfy the Washington Naval Treaty which put limits on
the types and sizes of warships which could be built and retained in the fleets of
the signatory nations, including Great Britain. Her two sister ships suffered
similar fates by 1921.

The last remaining question to answer was the background of the ship's
name, Bellerophon. The answer came quickly from the MSN Encarta online
encyclopedia:

"Bellerophon, in Greek mythology, the son of Glaucus, king of
Corinth; he was the hero who tamed the winged horse Pegasus with the
aid of a bridle given him by the goddess Athena. Falling in love with the
wife of King Proetus of Argos, Bellerophon aroused the jealousy of
Proetus, who sent him to his father-in-law lobates, king of Lycia, with a
message requesting that the bearer be slain.

"The king, having entertained Bellerophon before he read the mes-
sage, was afraid to anger the god Zeus by carrying out a request that
would break the traditional bond between host and guest. Instead of
killing Bellerophon, he asked him to kill the Chimera, a fire-breathing
monster, which the hero did with the help of Pegasus.

"He also defeated the Solymi and the Amazons, two warrior tribes.
Iobates was impressed by Bellerophon's superhuman courage and married
him to his daughter. After a time of prosperity, Bellerophon defied the
gods by trying to ride Pegasus up to Olympus, but, thrown to the earth by
the horse, he wandered in misery until he died."

So, there you have it. A bank note that combines beauty and World War
I naval history, and even a role in a modern action film plot (In last year's
blockbuster Tom Cruise film, Mission Impossible 2, Bellerophon was the name of
the antidote to the lethal virus, Chimera, that was a central part of the movie's
storyline.) with a dash of the Greek classics thrown in to boot. What more
could you want?
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