
Forrest Daniel pulling a proof as a tramp printer.
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How the SPMC logo came to be
On August 27, 1965, at its annual meeting in Houston,

Texas, Society of Paper Money Collectors Board Members
approved the initials "SPMC" as the short reference to this
organization. Prior to this time, the numismatic press and
many members had used the somewhat ungainly monogram
SOPMC, reminiscent of the old, defunct STM & OPMC.

At the 1972 annual meeting, President J. Roy Pennell Jr.
"displayed to the members a new emblem for the Society
which had been adopted by the Board of Governors. The
emblem depicts currency being peeled from a printing plate. It
was suggested by Forrest Daniel and executed by Brent
Hughes."

At the 1973 annual meeting, Secretary Vernon L. Brown
recommended "that the date of founding, 1961, or the date of
incorporation, 1964, be added to the emblem adopted last
year." After discussion the Board adopted adding the date of
the society's organization, 1961.

On Nov. 26, 1975, Past
President J. Roy Pennell for-
warded the artwork for the
emblem to the new Society
Secretary Harry Wigington. "I
think you should have it,"
Pennell wrote.

To commemorate the 40th
anniversary of SPMC, we asked
the two people responsible for
our logo how it came to be.
Here are their responses.

By Forrest Daniel, #121
The inspiration for the

SPMC logo design probably
came from my having been a
tramp (itinerant) printer for
many years until the trade dis-
appeared about 1976. For six
and a half years I pulled proofs
and corrected galleys for the
Dekalb Daily Chronicle. In
1956 they took pictures of the
various jobs in the shop for some kind of presentation. The
picture (above) is me pulling a proof; before I turned blond.
Some of my better notes had been purchased by that time.

The SPMC Emblem
The official emblem of the Society of Paper Money

Collectors was presented to the membership at our 12th
Annual Meeting at New Orleans in 1972.

Earlier in the year the Governors of the Society received
about a dozen proposed designs drawn by Governor Brent
Hughes, a graphic artist and designer. The governors were
asked to choose their favorite designs and reply to President J.
Roy Pennell, Jr. The letter included the usual statement that
the governors could suggest alternate designs if they chose to
do so. I sent in a proposal.

Every one of Governor Hughes' designs would have been
acceptable, and thus posed a difficult choice. As I recall most of
them were round with a map, printing press or other appropri-

ate symbol with the name of the Society circling a central
design.

I thought the Society monogram "SPMC" should be the
dominant feature of the logotype and came up with the idea
to demonstrate the printing process by showing a proof of the
monogram being pulled from an intaglio printing plate.
Since I am not an artist, a rough sketch of the asymmetrical
design was drawn and sent to President Pennell.

When I arrived at the convention hall in New Orleans
with an armload of plaques and awards, I met Roy and asked
where I could store the awards until our meeting. He gave me
a key to his room to leave them there. He said there was a
folder on the dresser that I should look into while I was in the
room.

In the folder was a professional rendition of my sketch.
Mr. Hughes had added the "INC." to our name and eliminat-
ed a design that would have become too small in reduction.

The emblem was exhibited at the
Annual Meeting on August 18, 1972,
and first appeared on the cover of
Paper Money, Vol. 12, No. 1 (1973) at
right.

The SPMC logotype and mem-
bership card, later, brought me eight
hours of prior-learning credit in design
and engraving when I needed a quickie
college diploma.

By Brent Hughes, #7
I don't know who first suggested

that our Society have an emblem or
logo. Memory fades and things are
recalled in bits and pieces. I had to dig
through my set of back issues of Paper
Money to see exactly when the emblem
was announced, and found it featured
on the cover of Vol. 12, No. 1, First
Quarter, 1973.

The Editor at that time was the
very efficient Barbara Mueller, who
would serve us so well for so long.

The publisher was listed as J. Roy Pennell, Jr. of Anderson,
SC, who was also serving as President of the Society at the
time.

He was also handling book sales and obviously being one
of the work horses of our group. Roy is a good friend of
many, many years and I appreciate all the things he has done
to get me involved in numismatics.

I believe it was Roy who first contacted me about design-
ing an emblem. The year was 1972, as I recall. It had been a
trying time at the FBI where I was employed as a graphic
artist. J. Edgar Hoover, the only director the Bureau had
ever had, died suddenly in early May and the agency was
floundering like a rudderless ship. Those of us nearing retire-
ment age were a little nervous about the future since the
Nixon White House staff was a tough bunch capable of any-
thing.

In any event, I recall spending several evenings at home
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Our new Society logo first appeared on the cover of Paper Money
with the first issue of 1973. At its recent St. Louis Board Meeting,

our Executive Board voted belatedly to honor its creators, Messrs.

Hughes and Daniel, with Awards of Merit for their creation.

making thumbnail sketches of various ideas. I wanted some-
thing symbolic of that most beautiful of printing processes,
the intaglio or steel-plate engraving as produced by the mas-
ters in the field. No other engraving technique approaches
the quality of intaglio, as most paper money collectors know
from examining their notes.

There was an immediate minor problem because, in the
early years of our Society, many people had referred to it as
the SOPMC. I thought the "0" should be dropped, and used
SPMC in the design. SPMC is now generally used by most
members.

Next came the fact that when you look at an intaglio
plate, you see that the image is reversed. When it is inked and
an impression on paper is pulled, the image comes out cor-
rectly, of course. I wanted to portray both the inked plate
and the pulled impression in a logical way.

I finally came up with a rendering of the paper being lift-
ed off the plate which provided a prominent "SPMC". I
arranged the plate and paper inside a rectangle in such a way
that I could include the full name of our Society just slightly
off center. It was something different, to say the least.

When the Editor put my design on the cover of Paper
Money, she supplied the following caption: "The long-
promised official Society of Paper Money Collectors emblem
drawn by Brent Hughes will be a reverse engraving concept
adapted from the traditional intaglio printing plate for bank
notes. It will be available in a useful variety of sizes for offi-
cial stationery, publications, awards and advertising."

One difficulty in designing items such as this is that you
can never anticipate how people will use them. There is a limit
as to how much an emblem can be reduced in size before it
becomes illegible.

One can never anticipate how very fine lines will repro-
duce, and my master drawing suffered when reduced for use in
ads.

The logo of the American Numismatic Association sur-
vives severe reduction very well: the large "ANA" on a high-
contrast disk is legible long after the full name of the organiza-
tion is difficult to read. The emblem used by the Professional
Numismatists Guild does not reduce too well, nor does the one
used by the International Association of Professional
Numismatists. Our emblem, like those mentioned, has been
reduced too far by publishers trying to squeeze in a lot of text.

The rendering of our Society logo on the 25th
Anniversary souvenir card that the American Bank Note Co.
produced for SPMC and IBNS is the best reproduction of it
that I have seen.

It shows what I tried to portray in my master drawing:
almost all of the black ink on the plate being picked up by the
paper under pressure, leaving just enough on the plate to be
visible.

This is pretty subtle stuff which was lost when the logo
was used in publications. The edge of the plate base is also
filled in when greatly reduced.

At some point after our emblem was introduced, someone
added the words "Established 1961" to the base of the plate. It
was a good idea, but I don't know if it was ever officially adopt-
ed.

Could my logo design be improved? Certainly. But it is
not a high priority matter. Members should concentrate their
attention on contributing articles for our magazine so that new
members will have an incentive to join and continue to be
members.

Most members do not attend the meetings and their only
contact is through the magazine. Paper Money is a publication
to which all members should contribute so that all members
can benefit. Think about your collecting specialty in paper
money and tell the Editor about it in typed form. He will do
the rest.

Finally, let me mention that I appreciate whoever reserved
membership #7 for me when our Society was founded. I
assume it was Roy Pennell since he is listed as #8. Many peo-
ple have mentioned my low number and assumed that I was
one of the "Founding Fathers" of our Society. I was not. In
fact, I was unable to attend the 1961 ANA Convention where
the founding took place. I am glad that I was able to con-
tribute the emblem and hope that it will continue to serve the
Society well.

I treasure the memory of many of our members who have
passed on. Among them are my very good friends Charlie
Affleck, Ben Douglas and Walt Mason. I have enjoyed collect-
ing paper money and getting to know so many people in the
hobby.

I'm sure that I join many others in wishing our current
Editor well. May his next mail delivery be packed with out-
standing articles which he can edit for Paper Money. I'm sure
he would like to hear from you.

Indeed, he would -- Editor.

rhn


