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A Plausible New Theory
•Flori 7da s First Civil War

Currency: 1861 Essays
BY RONALD J. BENICE

ESEARCH INTO THE ORIGINS OF THE PARTIALLY-
dated Florida notes traditionally attributed to the carpetbagger years
after the Civil War shows that such speculative attributions were
'ncorrect. In fact, these notes are essays printed under the Feb. 14,

1861, law as precursors of the "first issue" notes of September and October.

Origins of the 1861 Currency Issue

Florida seceded from the Union on Jan. 11, 1861, and joined the
Confederacy on Jan. 28, 1861. To meet the need for circulating currency the
General Assembly passed, and on Feb. 14, 1861, Governor Madison S. Perry
approved, "An Act Providing for the Issue of Treasury Notes." The need for
currency was clearly urgent. This act, Chapter 1097 of the Laws of Florida,
was only the fourth law passed after secession. It provided for the issue of trea-
sury notes to meet the needs of the newly independent state.

The law required the Governor to "cause to be engraved and printed in
the best manner to guard against counterfeiting, notes for circulation in the
similitude of bank bills, of the different denominations of ones, twos, threes,
fours, fives, tens, twenties, fifties and hundreds in amount not exceeding five
hundred thousand dollars. Said blank circulating notes shall be signed by the
Governor and countersigned by the Treasurer. . . .Said circulating notes shall

Figure 1. $1 Florida note printed
by Peter Hawes.
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Figure 2. $20 Florida note printed
by Peter Hawes.

have expressed on the face of same to be 'receivable by the State of Florida in
payment of all dues and demands.'"

The earliest signed and dated Florida Civil War era notes, which have
traditionally been considered by the numismatic community to be the first
issues of Florida under this law, bear handwritten dates of Sept. 16, 1861, or
later. Most have engraved dates of Oct. 10, 1861. What occurred between the
February passage of the authorizing legislation and the release of notes in
September and October has remained a mystery up to now.

The Peter Hawes Notes

This article presents the results of my research into the origins of two
unsigned notes, tantalizingly dated "186-" with the printer's inscription ''Peter
Hawes 68 Camp St. New Orleans." Previous writers (Rarcoa, Criswell,
Cassidy) have speculated that these were "Carpetbagger" notes issued during
Reconstruction, probably 1867. However, newly uncovered evidence convinc-
ingly identifies them as 1861 essays.

Peter Hawes' printing business operated before the Civil War, and dur-
ing the first year of the war until New Orleans was captured. It was not in
business during Reconstruction. The New Orleans city directories for 1858,
1859, 1860 and 1861 show Peter Hawes operating a stationery store at 68
Camp Street, the address that appears on the notes. The post-war directories
for 1866 through 1869 show neither Hawes nor any other stationers, printers
or engravers at 68 Camp Street.

Very little is known about Peter Hawes. The 1860 Census for New
Orleans shows his age as 45 and his birthplace as Ireland. He enlisted in the
Louisiana Militia, where on March 8, 1862, Governor T. 0. Moore assigned

Figure 3. Advertisement for Peter
Hawes' printing establishment
(1859).

PETER HAWES,
SUCCESSOR TO 111(111+ H. SLACK & CO.,

No. 63 Camp Street,

§11011M1W,
AND

BLANK BOOR NANUFAOTURER,

[D— Blank Books manufactured to order, and of

any desired pattern. Law, Music and Miscellaneous Books hound in superior

style and at low prices.
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him to Company K of the Confederate Guards Regiment of the Louisiana
Militia, which was to serve under General Mansfield Lovell of the Army of the
Confederate States of America for the defense of New Orleans.

Hawes was still active with the rank of Private at the last payroll muster
on April 30, 1862. His military records indicate that he changed the spelling of
his name from Hawes to Haws while in the service.

After New Orleans surrendered to the Union forces on April 30, 1862,
the Confederate Guards were disbanded and Peter Hawes apparently left New
Orleans. He does not appear there in subsequent city directories, census
records or death records.

Relationship to 1861 Issue

It is significant that the Hawes notes bear the exact obligation of the Feb.
14, 1861, law: "receivable by the State of Florida in payment of all clues and
demands." Also, the signature spaces are for the Governor and Treasurer, as
specified by that law.

It is likely that the $1 and $20 were the only two essays produced by
Hawes since there were only two different designs used for the eight denomi-
nations actually issued in 1861. His Washington portrait design was used on
the $1, $2 and $3 notes. The seated female design was used on the $5, $10,
$20, $50 and $100 notes. Despite their inclusion in the legislation, no $4 notes
were printed.

The evidence that these notes are 1861 essays is clear: Hawes was in
business in New Orleans in 1861, but not after the war; the text of the obliga-
tion is exactly that of the 1861 legislation; and the design adopted for the 1861
issue is very similar in text, layout and vignettes. They cannot be post-war: A

Figure 4. $1 note issued in 1861.
Note the Washington vignette,
curvature of "State of Florida" and
denomination counters at one top
corner and one indented top posi-
tion on this note and on the
Hawes essay. The $2 and $3 notes
of 1861 are identical except for
denomination.

Figure 5. $20 note issued in 1861.
This has the identical obligation
that appears on the Hawes essay
as specified in the law. Other simi-
larities include a seated female
central vignette, curvature of
"State of Florida" at top and
denomination counters in all four
corners. The $5, $10, $50 and
$100 notes of 1861 are identical
except for denomination.
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Figure 6. 1861 Bank of
Tennessee note with imprint of j.
Manouvrier, Hawes' neighbor in
New Orleans.

thorough search of legislative journals, governor, comptroller and treasurer
reports uncovered no evidence that any such notes were ever authorized or
even proposed during the Carpetbagger years. The comptroller warrants and
treasury certificates described in my referenced article in the January/February
1999 issue of Paper Money were the only government issues between the end of
the Civil War and the end of Reconstruction.

The $1, $2 and $3 regular issues of 1861 were printed first and were
dated only 186- as on the essays. Their design follows the essays augmented by
a vignette of Tellus, ancient Roman goddess of Earth, that the printers, Hoyer
and Ludwig, had used on the July 25, 1861, $50 Confederate States issue
(Criswell T14-22).

The higher denomination Florida 1861 issues were printed later and had
the full date "October 10, 1861," engraved. They were corrected to contain
the exact obligation that appeared on the essays as specified in the authorizing
legislation.

Interesting Coincidences

An influential legislator in the 1861 General Assembly was named
George E. Hawes. He served as chairman of the House Committee on Claims
and Accounts. It would appear to be more than a coincidence that the contract
for designing the new currency went to a printer named Peter Hawes.

Another interesting coincidence is related to the notes issued by the Bank
of Tennessee for Nashville and Knoxville. Those with engraved 1861 dates
were printed by J. Manouvrier of New Orleans; others were hand-dated 1861
notes printed by Toppan, Carpenter & Co. in the 1850s with a female portrait
on the $1 which is a mirror image of the portrait that Hawes of New Orleans
used that same year on his $20 essay.

Figure 7. 1850-1861 Bank of
Tennessee note with portrait
copied by Hawes.
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Figure 8. 1862 Bank of
Tennessee note with imprint of
Haws and Dunkerley.

Manouvrier's lithography business was located at 30 Camp Street, just
down the street from Hawes at 68 Camp Street. It is highly likely that
Manouvrier had seen examples of the previous Bank of Tennessee notes before
designing the 1861 notes. And it is also quite likely that Hawes, a stationer and
printer, discussed currency designs with his neighbor-lithographer.

Also, in 1862 and 1863 the Bank of Tennessee's notes were printed by
the firm of Haws and Dunkerley, headed by Tilghman Haws in Knoxville.
This business started as a partnership for job printing and binding, Beckett and
Haws, in 1858; Joseph W. Dunkerley joined in 1859 and Eli Beckett sold his
interest to Haws in May 1861.

Presumably, after the fall of New Orleans, Peter Hawes, renamed Haws
before his discharge from the militia, headed north to Tennessee to join his
relatives in their printing business, where he introduced them to currency
printing opportunities. Indeed, Dunkerley and Haws were already in business
in Knoxville when the contract for December 1861 Bank of Tennessee notes
was given to an outsider, Manouvrier, in New Orleans.

Conclusion

The Florida state notes dated 186- and printed by Peter Hawes are prop-
erly attributed as essays for the 1861 issue.
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