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Did New.State ilitta Issue Notes
the 	 ronx.
BY STEPHEN M. GOLDBERG

1 N SEPTEMBER, 1996, WHEN WE LAST VISITED THE PART OF
Westchester County now within New York City's Borough of the Bronx,
I described its two known obsolete issues. These were the $1 Proofs of
the Bank of Morrisania, dated 185-, and the 10-, 25-, and 50-cent notes

of the Bowne Brothers of Westchester, issued in 1862.
While writing that earlier article, I was oblivious to the existence of the

villages of Morrisania and Westchester within towns of the same names, so I
attributed the notes mistakenly to the towns. For this goof I apologize, but if
you carefully read the SPMC Bylaws, you will see that there is no actual
requirement that an author of an article in Paper Money know what he's talking
about.

Anyhow, in particular, the reassignment of the bank to its village has the
great advantage of placing it at or near the geographic center of the United
States, being Yankee Stadium. Actually, Yankee Stadium is at the geometric
center of the Milky Way, but I hate bragging. Correcting the location is per-
haps a bit academic since the bank never really opened, but I thought I'd men-
tion it anyway for reasons I'm sure you all understand.

Given the present Bronx population of 1.3 million persons, one might
have expected more notes from the past, but the Bronx was a sparsely populat-
ed rural area until the turn of the 20th century when Manhattan's mass-transit
lines began to reach the borough, stimulating massive growth.

The first figure shows the Bowne general store as it was in 1903, with its
sign still bearing the abbreviated name of its founder, Sydney B. Bowne, and
anyone even remotely familiar with the borough would find it hard to believe
that any part of it ever looked like this.

A Westchester County Note

None of my usual consultants had ever seen or heard of any other obso-
letes from the Bronx, but nevertheless, evidently, there was another issue, and
much earlier than anyone might have expected.

A piece of War of 1812 scrip from the collection of the Western Reserve
Historical Society, auctioned off by Spink America in November, 1996, had
been catalogued as "Westchester County, J. G. Dyckman, 3 cents, January,
1815".

The description was cryptic since a note attributed to a county ought to
have been an issue of a county government, although I can't say I've ever seen
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Figure 1: The Bowne General
Store as it was in 1903. It was
founded by Sydney B. Bowne
sometime after the War of
1812.

one from New York State. In this instance, one might have expected the loca-
tion to be the county seat at White Plains. That a note attributed to a county
could be anything but a government issue never entered my head.

It turned out that the printed location on the note-form read
Westchester, meaning the village, and it had been hand-altered to read
Westchester County. Clearly, the note represented a generic type of Bronx
issue not previously known.

For reasons I will probably never understand, I was able to buy the eight-
piece lot with the note of interest despite furious floor action by at least two
other bidders. I was not aware of the exact nature of the Dyckman issue at the
time.

Who Was J. G. Dyckman?

An initial search in a massive Westchester County history turned up a list
of prominent citizens wealthy enough to have paid "internal duties . ' to the
United States in 1815. One of them was a Jacob G. Dyckman, who shelled out
$21.88. Another was the above-mentioned Sydney B. Bowne, whose bill ran to
$14.59.

A second entry in the book mentioned Jacob G., but only as the brother
of one William Dyckman, whose home, rebuilt in the 1790s after a fire, is the
last 18th century farmhouse still standing in Manhattan. There was one more
reference, to a more prominent Jacob, a cousin of Jacob G., who had become
the chief medical officer in New York City.

I pursued this fellow first, eventually finding out that he had died at the
age of 34, which didn't do much for his next job evaluation. Since the note had
been issued in the county and not in New York City, it seemed that Jacob G.
was the issuer — although I still didn't know why. Of what need do rich people
have of scrip? Their word is always good enough. Right?

The military list provided the big surprise. In 1815, Jacob G. Dyckman
was Captain of the 33rd Regiment of the New York State Militia, a Light
Artillery unit based in Westchester County. The payee, D. Dean, who had
endorsed the back of the note as "Dan'1", was an ensign in the same regiment.
Now the issue made some sense. Captain Dyckman was paying his troops.
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Figures 2a2a & 2b: (Above right)
Westchester County, [New
York State Militia], J. G.
Dyckman, 3 cents, January,
1815, on a Westchester village
form, printer unknown. Jacob
G. Dyckman was Captain of
the 33rd Regiment, a Light
Artillery unit based in the
county. The payee was Ensign
Daniel Dean of the same regi-
ment, who endorsed the scrip
on its reverse (above). The
note-form is the earliest
reported type from the Bronx.

The Complete History of the New York State Militia

Learning of this, I thought I ought to find out something about the mili-
tia. The first thing I noticed was that the down state local histories had little or
nothing in them about the War of 1812, hopping from the Revolution to the
Civil War as if nothing had ever happened in between.

I thought about this for awhile and decided that the early writers must
have been embarrassed that the British had tried to burn Washington to the
ground. Today, of course we'd be cheering them on.

I think now, though, that the real reason for the omission was the brutal
fact that the New York Militia was famous for running up to the Canadian
border and standing around while the army and the militias from the neigh-
boring states were getting beat up on the other side. Finding that out was a
disappointment.

Ever since I'd learned of the hanging, way back in the 1680s, of the self-
appointed acting Lieutenant Governor Jacob Leisler (who was cut down while
still alive, and with his belly slit open, forced to eat his own blood-drenched
intestines before being beheaded), I'd been under the impression that New
Yorkers had a lot of guts. By the way, this method of execution is still used in
the Bronx, but only for intruders.

Were There Other Militia Issues?

It's a pretty good bet that if the Militia issued notes in Westchester
County, then it was putting them out all over the State. War of 1812 scrip is
generally available from New York, at least in a collective sense, although

Figure 3: The Dyckman House,
the last remaining 18th century
farmhouse in Manhattan, pho-
tographed in 1892. It
belonged to Jacob's brother
William.
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many items are scarce, individually. It may be that military scrip has gone
unrecognized since nobody I've spoken to has ever heard of any.

For identification purposes, I suppose we can rule out municipal issues
and any scrip payable at stores or other places of business, but if anyone would
care to send me photocopies of period pieces made out to the order of an indi-
vidual, or to an individual or bearer, and payable at a bank or by a person not
otherwise identified as a businessman (or send me photocopies of any other
notes that look promising), I'd be willing to research the issuers, respond to the
owner in due course, and report my findings, if any, in a future article.

For the moment I'm ruling out notes without a specific payee since, even
if they had been issued by an individual known to be a militia member, it would
be difficult to prove more than a coincidental connection to the force. A pay-
ment piece is definitive.

So Did the New York State Militia Issue Notes in the Bronx?

I don't have the slightest idea. That the village form was used is signifi-
cant, but not convincing enough by itself. The only way to find out would be to
study the local newspapers of the period and try to learn what rock Captain
Dyckman was sitting on while he was handing out these chits. Maybe it was in
the Bronx, maybe it wasn't. Maybe I'll look into it, maybe I won't. Look, I only
asked the question. I didn't promise you an answer, did I?

I can be reached at Box 402, Laurel, MD 20725-0402.
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