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Lady Hazel Jenner Martyn Lavery of Chicago graces notes of the Central Bank of
Ireland and others.
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American Colleen Graces
Irish Republic Notes

F IGHT YEARS AFTER THE 100 KORUN NOTE
,was issued in Czechoslovakia, notes were issued for the

Irish Free State, created in 1921. Similar notes were issued in
1943 and again in 1961. However, the
story of these notes began in 1898
when, during a trip to Europe with her
mother, 17-year-old Hazel Jenner
Martyn met John Lavery, a painter
who was born in Belfast, Ireland.

When romance was developing
between the painter and Hazel, also a
painter, Hazel's mother rushed her
daughter's fiancee, Dr. Trudeau, to
England where he married Hazel. The
couple then returned to Chicago.

Within a few years Hazel's hus-
band, Dr. Trudeau, died. Meanwhile,
the 42-year-old John Lavery had
remained a widower since his wife had
died in 1891.

In 1910 Hazel returned to Europe
where, once again, she met John
Lavery, this time in Paris. She and John
were married in London where they
would reside. John Lavery, a recog-
nized painter, who he had painted portraits of King George V,
Queen Mary and Winston Churchill, was knighted 1918.

Ten years later, when the Irish Free State decided to issue
its own currency, native artist John Lavery was commissioned
to paint a female figure who would symbolize Ireland. The
portrait he created was that of an Irish colleen leaning on an
Irish harp. Sir John Lavery only asked 100 guineas for his
work, nevertheless he received twice that amount.

His American wife, Lady Lavery at age 47, part Irish with
relatives in Galway, was his model. She looked over her shoul-
der on all notes from 10 shillings to 100 pounds. The original
portrait was reversed so the subject would be looking toward
the center of the note rather than to the edge. The original
image was cropped on denominations under 10 pounds, there-

fore the harp was deleted.
The engraver of this pensive portrait was John Harrison,

who was employed by the security company Waterlow & Sons
in London.

With all those who emigrated to the U.S. from the land
of the shamrock, the relationship between Ireland and
America remains close. However, the image of Lady Lavery
on the notes of the Irish Republic reminds us of her reverse
emigration. Lady Hazel Lavery died in 1935 and her husband
Sir John Lavery died in 1941.

Sir John Lavery wrote the following description of his
wife: "She had a talent for drawing that was quite remarkable.
She was very beautiful and possessed the largest and most
heavenly eyes I had ever seen. She wandered about Ireland in a
dream finding out that she was really Irish."

If you want an example of a note with the portrait of Lady
Hazel Lavery, you will find the early issues rather expensive.
However, the 10 shilling or 1 pound note from the 1961-1963
issue should be available at a reasonable price. An example in
choice condition should be about $10. Most world paper
money dealers listed in this and other journals should have
these notes.

Most countries change their paper money designs every

ten years, or so. In 1976 and again in 1992 the Central Bank of
Ireland issued newly-designed notes; the engraved image of
Lady Lavery was replaced with the portraits of famous Irish
men and women, e.g., Jonathan Swift, William Butler Yeats
and James Joyce.

This was a disappointment for those who became so fond
of the "American Colleen." But as in a dream she lives on even
though she occupies what could be considered a lesser position
on the paper money of the Republic of Ireland.

Now Lady Hazel Lavery can be seen on all denomina-
tions, however, you must hold the notes up to the light
because her ethereal image is now a watermark.
(Copyright story reprinted by permission from Coin
World, February 26, 1996.)
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