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Some Women Who
Made a Difference

BY GENE HESSLER

C ONTINUED FROM THE LAST ISSUE IS A SURVEY OF WOMEN

whose achievements have been recognized by having their likeness-
es portrayed on paper money. Part I highlighted artists; Part II con-
tinued with an actress and a scientist; Part III featured musicians;

and Part IV continues with by discussing women who are recognized exclu-
sively for their literary creations.

PART IV:

WRITERS

Annette Elisabeth von Droste-Hillshoff
LIKE EMILY DICKINSON, ANNETTE ELISABETH VON DROSTE-

HULSHOFF (1797-1848) lived her entire life within a small locale. Fraulein
Droste-Hiilshoff resided near Miinster in Westphalia, probably with her par-
ents. And, as did those of Dickinson, her writing was influenced by her famil-
iar, pleasant surroundings.

In 1844 a collection of signed poems was published. Das Geistliche jahr (The
Spiritual Year), a collection of 72 songs, was printed six years later. The latter
included a song for every Sunday and religious holiday. Her only novel was Die
Judenbuche (The Youthtree), published in 1842.

The images on the back of
a Germany 20 Deutsche

mark (P46) are symbolic of
the work of Annette von

Droste-Hfilshoff.
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The portrait of writer
Camilla Collett's brother,
Henrik Wergeland,
appeared on Norway's
100-kroner note (P33
and P38). In death there
was retribution for his
role in preventing her
from marrying the man
of her choice: Camilla's
portrait replaced that of
her brother on the same
denomination (P41 and
P43), shown here.

Camilla Collett
THE SISTER OF FAMOUS NORWEGIAN POET HENRIK WERGELAND,

writer Camilla Collett (1813-95) fell in love with Johan Welhaven, her broth-
er's primary antagonist. Unable to marry the man of h er choice, Collett mar-
ried Professor Jonas Collett. She would write of her unhappiness in The
Governor's Daughter, Norway's first social novel. The work affected public
opinion concerning the role of women in Norway. Two additional works,
From Those W'h o Are Silent and Against the Stream, moved the public toward
the emancipation of women. A monument to Camilla Collett, by Gustav
Vigeland, was erected in Palace Park in Oslo in 1911.

Thomasine Christine (Buntzen) Heiberg
ANOTHER SCANDINAVIAN AUTHOR, THOMASINE CHRISTINE BUNTZEN

(1773-1856), married Peter Andreas Heiberg in 1790. Peter, as well as their
son, were writers. Perhaps after being widowed, she married Baron C.F.
Gyllembourg-Ehrensvard, and also is known as Thomasine Gyllembourg. She
was primarily a short-story writer and is recognized for her Evoyday Stories.

The portrait of Thomas-
ine Heiberg on this
Denmark 1,000 kroner
(P53) was created by
Danish artist Jens Juel.
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To the left of the portrait of
Selma Lagerlof on a Sweden

20 kroner (P6) is a reproduc-
tion of script in her hand. The

first issue of this note mea-
sured 130 x 72mm; in 1997 a

reduced version measuring
120 x 72mm entered circula-

tion. The back of the note
depicts , a child on the neck of

a snow goose—a scene from
Nils Holgersson's Wonderful

Journey through Sweden.

Selma LagerlOf
A SISTER-SCANDINAVIAN, SELMA LAGERLOF (1 8 5 8-1 9 4 0) WAS A
native of Sweden. She holds the distinction of being the first woman to be
elected to the Swedish Academy. Many of her novels are set in the province of
Varmland. In 1909, three years after she wrote the classic work for juveniles,
The Wonderful Adventure, Lagerlof received the Nobel Prize for Literature.
She is one of two women recipients of the prize whose portraits appear on
paper money.

Sor Juana Ines de la Cruz
ALSO KNOWN PRIMARILY AS A WRITER IS SOR JUANA INES DE LA CRUZ,

or, as she was named at birth in San Miguel de Napantla, Mexico, Juana de
Asbaje y Ramirez de Santillana (1648-95). In admiration of her talent, many
people referred to her as the "Tenth Muse." Juana was brought up by her
mother on a hacienda outside Mexico City; she did not know her father. A pre-
cocious child, she was able to read at the age of three. When she was eight, she
submitted a poem in a contest and won a prize—a book.

After a year as a lady-in-waiting to Marquesa de Mancera at the palace of
the viceroy, Juana entered the Convent of San Jeronimo because it was the
best place to develop her love of poetry and other subjects. The liberal convent
allowed her to communicate with outside intellectuals. Juana acted as literary
hostess for the convent.

Sor Juana wrote essays, dramas and poems. Her 1691 autobiographical essay

A Mexico 200 pesos with a
portrait of Sor Juana was

engraved by Martha Sasian,
one of the few women portrait
engravers in the world. (A dif-

ferent portrait was used on
P76, 80, 85 and 109.)
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Klara Zetkin is honored on a
German Democratic Republic
10-mark note (P-28).

dealt with women's rights. In Roundels she took men to account for their
"blame of women for that which they themselves are the cause." In the same
work, this independent nun wrote: "With foolish presumption, you wish to
find her whom you seek. Thais when you attempt her and Lucretia when you
possess her." (Thais was a courtesan, and Lucretia a virtuous Roman matron.)

Some of Sor.Tuana's opinions must have disturbed the male Catholic hierar-
chy, for during the last five years of her life, she was denied books, paper and
pen. She died in Mexico City on April 17, 1695. According to E. Williamson
in The Penguin History of Latin America, she "became the greatest literary figure
of the Hispanic world after the death of the spanish playwright Pedro
Calderon de la Bosca in 1681" (Williamson 160).

Klara Eissner Zetkin
BORN IN WIEDERAN, ON JULY 5, KLARA (EISSNER) ZETKIN (1857-
1933) was one of the first women to train at the Leipzig Teacher's College for
Women, operated by feminist Auguste Schmidt. In 1881 Klara Eissner joined
the Social Democratic Party, where she met Russian Ossip Zetkin, whom she
married in Paris in 1882. With their two children, they lived in Paris and
Switzerland.

Klara became concerned with the rights of women and children, and organ-
ized a social democratic women's movement. From 1892 to 1916, she edited
Gleichheit (Equality), and in 1907 she founded the International Socialist
Women's Congress. As a pacifist, she spoke out against World War I and
helped organize the peace conference in Berne in 1915. Klara was a founder of
the German Communist Party. She served in the Reichstag and was the last to
preside before the fire in 1932.

Mary (Cameron) Gilmore
DAME MARY (CAMERON) GILMORE (1 8 6 5-1 9 6 2) WAS BORN at
Goulburn, New South Wales. Precocious and driven, she became a teacher at
the age of 16. She met her husband to be, W.A. Gilmore, at a utopian colony
in New Australia in 1897. When the colony disbanded, Mary went to
Patagonia and Buenos Aires, where she taught and worked as a journalist. In
1920 she returned to Australia and became a Labour activist and was employed
as editor and columnist for the Sydney Worker.

Her first poems, which reflected her socialist and feminist beliefs, were pub-
lished in 1910. Two autobiographical books, Old Days, Old Ways and More
Reflections, were published in 1934 and 1935, respectively. Mary Gilmore
received the title Dame Commander of the Order of the British Empire in
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Dame Mary Gilmore is
pictured on an Australia

$10 note (P-51). The
paper-thin, polymer

plastic has a see-through
window at left.

1937. She died in 1962 in New South Wales. She was "a legend in her own
lifetime. In her poems and prose recollections she drew on her own memory,
longer and more romantic than anyone, longer and more romantic than any-
one. . . " (Cambridge Encyclopedia of Australia, 312).

Cecilia Meireles
CECILIA MEIRELES (1 9 0 1 - 6 4) LOST HER PARENTS soon after she was
born in Rio de Janeiro on November 7. Under the care of a grandmother, she
became a schoolteacher. Her first marriage to a Brazilian poet ended when he
committed suicide.

In 1934 Cecilia founded the first library of children's literature in Brazil.
She was named professor of Luso-Brazilian literature at the University of the
Federal District from 1936 to 1938. After remarrying, she taught at the
University of Texas. She published her first book, Espectros, in 1919. Twenty of
her books were in print during her lifetime. Posthumously, she received the
highest prize from the Brazilian Academy of Letters. Meireles is considered
Brazil's most important woman poet.

A Brazil 100 cruzeiros
(P -228) features author

Cecilia Meireles. The
design also appears
on a 100 cruzados

novos (P-220).
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The portrait of Bozena
Nemcova on a Czech
Republic 500 korun (P-7,
printed by Thomas De La
Rue, and P-13, printed by
State Printing Office,
Prague) was engraved by
Vaclav Fajt. Designed by
Oldirch Kulhanek, the note
includes a latent image and
a code for the blind.

Bozena Nemcova
BOZENA NEAIGOVA IS ONE OF TWO WOMEN PICTURED on the first
notes issued by the Czech Republic; the other is St. Agnes of Bohemia.
Nemcova was born on February 4, 1820; her life was influenced by the revolu-
tionary time in which she lived. Extremely modest living conditions (she had
four children) and frequent reassignments probably contributed to the failure
of her marriage to Josef Nemec, a financial inspection officer. Her social
emancipation was awakened during her years in Prague (1842-45). Despite the
fact that she did not have a happy life, her stories, novels and fairytales are full
of romantic heros. Her writing glorifies ordinary people from the Czech coun-
tryside. She died in Prague on Juanuary 21, 1862.

Rosalia de Castro
ROSALIA DE CASTRO (1837-85), WRITER AND CHAMPION of the
Galician and Castilian dialects, was born in Santiago de Compostela, Galicia.
Her earliest poetry, "The Flower" (1857) and her novels, The Daughter of the
Sea (1859) and Ruins" (1867) were written in Spanish.

A Spanish 500 pesetas
(P-157) carries a determined
but melancholy portrait of
Rosalia de Castro.
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Her later works, including the poems "Galician Songs" (1863) and "New
Leaves" (1880), were composed in the Galician dialect, akin to Portuguese.

Lydia Koidula
LYDIA KOIDULA, A PSEUDONYM FOR LYDIA EMILIE FLORENTINE, is
the most outstanding poet who lyrically expressed her love for her native
Estonia. Born in Vana Vandra on Christmas Eve, she was educated by her
father, patriot and author J. Voldemar Jannse. Lydia had additional schooling
at a German school in Parnu, and her early poems were influenced by German
Romanticism. Her best verse was composed after an unhappy marriage; some
works were set to music. Lydia also wrote plays. She died on August 11, 1886,
in Kronstadt. Her portrait on an Estonia 100 krooni (P-74) consists of photen-
graved, horizontal lines. A bluebird is at the right, and microprinting EESTI
PANK surrounds the rosette to the right.

Juana de Ibarbourou
A POET FROM URUGUAY, JUANA DE IBARBOUROU was born Juana
Fernandez Morales on March 8, 1892, in Melos. Following her education in
Catholic and public schools, she married Captain Lucas Ibarbourou in 1914
(they had one child). Four years later, they moved to Montevideo, where she
received favorable recognition for her work published in La Ravin.

In 1929 the public bestowed upon her the title of "Juana de America." In
1934, two years after the death of her father, Juana turned to religious topics.
Two examples are Praise to Our Lady and Scenes from the Bible. She became a
member of the Uruguayan Academy of Letters in 1947. When her mother
died, Juana became severely depressed; the change is reflected in her subse-
quent work. Juana de Ibarbourou died in 1979 in relative obscurity and with
little money. She is pictured on the face of a 1,000 pesos uruguayos (P-79);
books are seen on the back.

continued v
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