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ortra . t Stark
BY MARVIN D. ASHMORE

j
OHN STARK WAS ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE AMERICAN

officers of the Revolutionary War. He is best remembered as the
commander of the New Hampshire militia at the Battle of
Bennington, Vermont in 1777. His portrait was used on bank notes

of only two state banks: the Stark Bank in Bennington, Vermont; and the City
Bank in Manchester, New Hampshire.

The Stark Bank originally was organized in 1846 under the title of the
Green Mountain Bank. The title was changed to the Stark Bank under a 20-
year charter by the State of Vermont on August 1, 1847.

According to the annual report of the bank commissioners of Vermont
dated July 1, 1861, the Stark Bank was the only one operating in Bennington at
that time. It had one of the smallest amounts of capital ($50,000); owned one
of the smallest amounts of real estate ($1,000); and had the smallest amount of
total resources ($70,930) of all the banks doing business in the state that year.
The total amount of circulation at that time was only $15,712.

The earliest officers of the bank were Cashier G.W. Harmon and President
David Love. Harmon evidently served as cashier throughout the existence of
the bank. Love was replaced by Issac Weeks by 1861.

Notes in the earliest issue bear the imprint DANFORTH & HUFTY NEW
YORK & PHILADA. A later issue of the same design with the imprint changed
to AMERICAN BANK NOTE CO. NEW YORK probably was issued as early as
1858. All denominations carried a portrait of John Stark. Only six denomina-
tions were issued: $1, $2, $5, $10, $20 and $50. Perhaps because of the small
amount of circulation, a $100 denomination was deemed unnecessary.

With the exception of the $2 produced by either printing firm, all genuine
notes issued by the Stark Bank are listed as "SENC," or "surviving example
not confirmed," in the Standard Catalog of United States Obsolete Bank Notes
1782-1866 by James A. Haxby. However, two proof sheets in denominations of
$1, $1, $2, $5, and $5, $10, $20, $50 with the imprint of Danforth and Hufty
are known from the American Bank Note Company archives.

A $1 note issued by the Stark
Bank of Bennington, Vermont
(Haxby VT-15/G2), dated
January 1, 1851, and printed by
the firm of Danforth and Hufty.

COLLECTION OF MARVIN D. ASHMORE
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A $10 proof note of the City Bank
of Manchester, New Hampshire

(Haxby NH-175/G10), printed by
Danforth, Wright and Company.

COURTESY WARREN HENDERSON

Earlier researchers of obsolete bank notes identified the female portrait on
the $2 as that of Abby Hutchinson (her name evidently was acquired from con-
temporary counterfeit detectors). The portrait actually is that of Kate Sevier,
wife of John Sevier, the first governor of Tennessee.

The rarity of the Stark Bank issues may be explained by the small circula-
tion and redemption of the issued notes. Banks in Vermont were subject to
more strict legal regulations than many institutions doing business elsewhere.
Vermont law as applied to the Stark Bank required 10 percent of its profit to
be paid to the State Treasury, and 4 1 /2 percent of its capital to the State
Treasury as a degree of protection should the bank become insolvent. Since
the Stark Bank did not seek a National Bank charter, it became one of many
financial institutions forced to close by the National Currency Act of 1865.
Redemption of the outstanding circulation was guaranteed by the requirement
of the directors to deposit bonds with the State Treasurer. As required by law,
the bank published notice that its outstanding circulation would be redeemed
until August 1, 1868, the end of its 20-year charter.

The bank notes issued by the Stark Bank in Bennington, Vermont, and the
City Bank in Manchester, New Hampshire, are adequately described in the
well-known pioneer references by David C. Wismer and Mayre Burnes
Coulter. They are most accurately described in James A. Haxby's Standard
Catalog of United States Obsolete Bank Notes, 1782 - 1866.

A $10 bank note depicting John Stark was issued by the City Bank in
Manchester, New Hampshire, beginning in 1853. The portrait used on this
note is identical to that used on the issues of the Stark Bank. The identity of
the engraver of the Stark portrait is uncertain, but it may have been the work
of Mosely I. Danforth. The plates for notes of both banks evidently were in
the possession of Danforth, Perkins and Company, the successor firm of
Danforth, Wright and Company, when the former became a member of
American Bank Note Company (ABNCo).

The earliest issues of the City Bank—denominations of $1, $2, $3, $5, $10,
$20, $50, $100 and $500—bear the imprint DANFORTH, WRIGHT & CO.
Notes of the same design with a protective, brown-orange tint in micro-letter-
ing were printed by the American Bank Note Company and also have the
ABNCo monogram.

The entire issue of the City Bank, with exception of the $2 note printed by
ABNCo, is listed as SENC in the Haxby reference, but some proof impres-
sions are known to have survived in the ABNCo archives. Only single-note
proofs of each denomination—including the $50 and $100 on one proof sheet
printed from the Danforth, Wright.and Company plates—are known from the
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A $10 proof note of the City Bank
of Manchester, New Hampshire
(Haxby NH-175/G10b), printed
by American Bank Note Company.

COURTESY WARREN HENDERSON

archives. Only a single proof $10 note and one proof sheet of the $50 and $100
of the tinted variety printed by the American Bank Note Company are known
from the archives.

The City Bank was organized in 1853 and reorganized under the National
Currency Act of 1863 as the City National Bank, receiving charter number
1520. Its name was changed to the Merchants National Bank of Manchester,
continuing the same charter number, in 1880. National Bank notes were issued
under both names.

John Stark
JOHN STARK WAS BORN ON AUGUST 28, 1728, AT LONDONDERRY,
New Hampshire. He was the son of Presbyterian Irish parents, Archibald Stark
and his wife, Elinor Nichols. Archibald was Scotch and lived in Ulster County,
Ireland, before emigrating to New Hampshire in 1720. John Stark's family
moved to Derryfield, now the City of Manchester, when he was a small boy.

John became an expert woodsman and an accomplished Indian fighter at a
young age. He gained valuable experience as a guide for expeditions into the
remote wilderness and developed a strong physique—all qualities that helped
him endure the challenges of the frontier and life as a soldier. He was of medi-
um height with light blue eyes, a strong nose, high cheekbones, and thin, set
lips. In 1758 he married Elizabeth Page.

During the French and Indian War, Stark served with Rogers Rangers
under General Jeffery Amherst in a raid against the St. Francis Indians at
Crown Point, and in the British attack on Ticonderoga in July 1759. Stark
later would use the tactics and military maneuvers learned while in Rogers
Rangers against the British in a different war.

Stark left British service following Amherst's victory and returned to a life
of farming. He was one of the founders of the township of Starkville, later
renamed Dunbarton.

With the news of the battle of Lexington and Concord, Stark was anxious
to lend his military skills to the gathering Continental forces. He was appoint-
ed colonel of the 1st New Hampshire regiment of 800 men assembled at
Medford to aid Massachusetts. A few weeks earlier, the British had offered him
the rank of a full colonel, which he contemptuously refused.

On June 17, 1775, Stark's regiment participated at the battle of Bunker Hill
(which actually was fought on Breed's Hill). The regiment had already gained
a reputation as tough frontiersmen. Without uniforms and adequate arms, it
defended the rail-fence breastwork between the Mystic River and the
American fortifications on Breed's Hill. Stark's men laid a disastrous fire upon
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Major General John Stark
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

the attacking British light infantry. Unsuccessful assaults on Stark's men led
the British to try the more heavily defended fortifications on Breed's Hill. The
result was that the British won the field, but at a cost of 1,150 casualties (207
killed, a large percentage of them officers). On the American side, casualties
numbered 441, with approximately 140 dead. The British were halted in their
attempt to break out of Boston, and it was about a year before they could begin
another offensive.

One of Stark's sons, Caleb, was an ensign in his father's regiment at Bunker
Hill at only 15 years of age; he attained the rank of brigade major by the end of

the Revolution. His brother William also
served in Rogers Rangers during the French
and Indian War, but was refused command of
a regiment following the battle of Lexington
and Concord. He defected to the British and
died as a result of a fall from a horse in 1776.
Stark also participated in the siege of Boston
under General George Washington. After the
British evacuated the city in April 1776, Stark
helped prepare the defense of New York City
as a colonel of the 5th New Hampshire, a
Continental regiment.

In May 1776, he left New York to assist
reinforcing troops at Quebec, and he partici-
pated in the subsequent retreat of American
forces from Canada.

On November 8, 1776, Stark was commis-
sioned a colonel of the 1st New Hampshire
regiment of the Continental Army, and in
December he led the vanguard of
Washington's army in the victory at Trenton,
New Jersey. He also fought at the battle of
Princeton in January 1777, but in March he
resigned his commission when junior officers
were promoted as generals over his head,
returning to his New Hampshire farm.

Stark's stay at home was brief. Soon he was
elected to the rank of brigadier general of the
New Hampshire militia. More than 1,400
troops were assembled to assist the Vermont
Republic in opposing an threatened invasion
from Canada led by General John Burgoyne.
The Vermont Council of Safety correctly
believed one of Burgoyne's objectives was a
raid into the region west of the Hudson River.

The Council appealed to the New Hampshire and Massachusetts provinces for
assistance. Vermont was sparsely settled and for the most part unprotected
from the British. Burgoyne's army had already arrived in the province of New
York in July 1777.

The New Hampshire brigade arrived at Manchester, Vermont, where Stark
conferred with Major Generals Benjamin Lincoln and Phillip John Schuyler. A
conflict arose between Stark and Schuyler when the latter ordered him to
march to the Hudson River to join the main army. Stark refused, arguing that
he had agreed only to command the militia, and he was responsible solely to
the New Hampshire legislature, not the Continental Congress. As a result,
Stark was charged with insubordination by the Continental Congress.



PAPER MONEY • September/October 1999 • Whole No. 203  135

Although known for his quick temper and stern, uncompromising nature,
Stark may have had other reasons for refusing to obey Schuyler. Having been
passed over for promotion in the Continental service was still very fresh in his
memory. Schuyler, although later exonerated by court martial, had been
blamed for incompetency in the defense of Ticonderoga early in July, and his
reputation for arrogance probably did not help matters.

Whether Stark was right was a matter of controversy, but no one ever said
he was not a man of courage, ability and principle. Generals Lincoln and
Schuyler chose not to press the matter; Stark received only a reprimand sent to
the New Hampshire legislature. Stark led his militia independent of the regu-
lar forces, and at Bennington, Vermont, in August 1777, he won one of the
most decisive battles of the Revolution.

The British plan was to march on Albany, New York, but with a 185-mile
supply line from Canada, the army needed to supplement its supplies by forag-
ing on the country and seeking aid from Tories in the area. Burgoyne planned
to send an expedition from the Hudson River opposite Saratoga, move east to
Arlington, and then cross the Green Mountains to Rockingham on the
Connecticut River. The army was to remain there about two weeks to obtain
the needed supplies, then go south by the Connecticut River to Brattleboro,
then west to rejoin the main army. Lt. Colonel Frederick Baum, Hessian com-
mander of the Brunswick Dragoons—an elite part of Burgoyne's army com-
posed of approximately 800 troops—was chosen to lead the raid.

Baum was unsuccessful in procuring sufficient supplies or much aid from
Tories by the time he reached Brattleboro. The Americans had removed or
destroyed almost everything in the area of value to the enemy. At Brattleboro,
Baum received information that an American military depot was at Bennington
and guarded by only 300 to 400 militia. Capturing a quantity of military stores
was just what Baum needed, and he began a march west to Bennington.
However, the information Baum received was false, the deception probably
originating from Stark himself.

On August 16, Stark, with about 2,600 troops, intercepted and attacked
Baum on the Wallomsac River, about five miles northeast of Bennington, and
succeeded in a double envelopment of Baum's entire force. Baum was killed in
the fight. Later in the day, Hessian reinforcements under General Breymann
sent to assist Baum were met by the timely arrival of Lt. Colonel Seth
Warner's Green Mountain Regiment, which assisted Stark in defeating
Breymann.

On the British side, losses were 207 killed and about 700 captured.
According to General Stark's report, American losses were 14 killed and 42
wounded.The bounty to the New Hampshire brigade included four brass can-
nons, several hundred muskets, a few rifles, 250 swords and four ammunition
wagons.

Three days after the battle at Bennington, Stark was commended by the
Continental Congress, and on October 4, 1777, he was commissioned a
brigadier general in the Continental Army.

The victory at Bennington greatly improved American morale and signifi-
cantly weakened Burgoyne's army by denying supplies needed for a campaign
in New York. This was to be of enormous benefit to the American army at
Saratoga in the following months.

Stark helped effect the surrender of Burgoyne to General Gates on October
17 after the battles at Saratoga by capturing Ft. Edward and thereby blocking a
British retreat across the Hudson River.

Stark's service during the remainder of the war is also of interest. He twice
commanded the northern department and he served with General Gates in
Rhode Island in 1779. He participated in the battle at Springfield in 1780 and,
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in the same year, served on the board of general officers in the trial of Major
Andre, the British spy. He was brevetted a major general in September 1783.

Following the Revolutionary War, Stark retired from military service.
Unlike many Continental Army generals, he avoided public office, preferring
to tend his farm near Manchester and devote himself to his family of 11 chil-
dren. He died on May 8, 1822, at the age of 93. He was buried in a family
cemetery on his farm with military honors. In 1829, on the anniversary of the
battle of Bennington, a granite obelisk was erected on the site.

In the town of Bennington, a 304-foot-tall monument to the battle of
Bennington was completed and dedicated in 1891. A numismatic tribute to
John Stark is that two historical banking institutions, one of which was named
in his honor, issued bank notes bearing his portrait. The issued and well-circu-
lated $1 note of the Stark Bank in Bennington, Vermont, and the two varieties
of proof $10 notes of the City Bank in Manchester, New Hampshire illustrated
here are additions to the few known surviving notes with John Stark's portrait. v
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